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The subjeet of the following .remarlis has, unfor-iuunately, no pretentions to the charms of novelty.Most of you h ave probably been hammnering awayat Eiiglish Grammar for years, and sorne perhapswill have to do so for several years to corne. Myhumble endeavour will be to help such to maketheir strokes* as telling as possible, by showing themwhere and how effort is commonly wasted. Forseveral years past 1 have had a good deal to do withthe examination of pupils in sehools, and candidateswho have îîot long left sehool, more particularly inthe department of Engrlish Grammnar, ini which sub-jPet many thousands of sets of answers have, fromIirst to last, corne under my scrutiny; and, consider-ing how important a part examinations play in Ourmodern system, (w hether they are to be looked uponas a grreat good, or as a necessary cvii.) I thought
that it would not be uninterestiing to those who, toa greater or less extent, are engaged in preparingpupils for the ordeal, if I gave them sorne of theresuits of my experience, by setting before them thekind of mistakes which candidates most commonly
make, and the way in which they corne to make'them. In doing this I shall not be able to avoidcriticising a good deal that is very commonly taught,aud showing that the unfortunate bunglers havenot merely gone astray, but have been led astray by
xvhat they have been made to learn.

I need hardly say that the teaching of EnglishGrammar ig something widely different fromD theteachingr of, say, Latin or Frenchi grammar,-atleast, to English boys. In Latin, and even in French,(as far as the verbs are concerned), you have to getyour pupils to commit to memory a great apparatusof inflections, rules for forming genders, rules forvarious concords, rules for the cases to be put afterprepositions, &c. Ail this is material of a veryconcrete character, and, thougli troublesorne tomaster, does not, in the first instance, cail for muchbeyond observation, comnparison, and memory.English Grammar is quite different. We havehardly any infiections ; a'mistake about the agree-ment of an adjective with a nloun. is impossible, auadjectives do lot mark gender, number. or case;and, as regards such inflections and concords as* wehave, the learners know them already. You neyerreally have to (ecdi, a boy or girl to form the pluralof broi1îer or man, or the past tense of be or go. Inteaching Engrlish Grammar you introduce pupils atonce to themrost abstract conceptions, the functionsof words, the nature of the parts of speech, the irnportof inflections, the relations of words to one another,and so on. You begi at-once a logical training ofthe most refined character,' the main object of whichis, or should be, to discipline the faculties in habitsof clear and close thinking. and the perception of therelations of ideas one to the other : and so, throughthe medium of Enghish Grammar, you put, if I1rnayso say, a grammatical soul into that bodily organismof forrns and inflectioîîs to which you mainly direct

your attention in the grammars of otherlanguages.
English Grammar is from the first a system of logical
analysis and definition.

Now I arn -sure I sl4ould be wastiîîg time if 1 semyself to prove at length that, if work of this kind isîîot done wel1, it had better not be atternpted at ail.it is not merely useless if douiii, it is positivelyinjurions. Nothing but harm can corne of slo-venlyanalysis and inexact definitions. The mmnd getsinured to habits of loose and inaccurate thought,which whenl once acquired, are nost difficult toeradicate. No doubt it is difficuit to be accurate, but itis iiot impossible. Even young chiidren may be ledto .grasp the elernentary ideas involved in grammarwith perfect precision, provided those ideas arepresented gradmflly, sirnply, and exactly ; and Iprotest most earnestly againit the notion that itis fussy and pedantie to strive after this scrupulousaceuracy, aud that rough-aud-ready defluitions dowell enougli to begrin wiih, and will be graduallyshaped into what is more. accurate- as the pupil gefsou. You would not expect that to be the result ofgiving loose and iniaccurate rides in~ arithmetic, orof allowing a beginué*r in geornetry to prove hispropositions by means of a pair of compasses. AndIl assert, as a matter of fact, that the result of lettiugr
I>upils learn loose and inacenrate definitions betraysitself at every large exarnination by' a plentiful cropof answers from candidates who have been at EnglishGrarnmar for five, six, or even seven Yeats, whichexhibit not merely abject and contemptible ignorancebut (so to speak) a sort of general s1oppiness of mindand an utter iucapacity for writing English in anintelligible, coherent, and grammatical formn.* Onthe other hand, I have iuvariably found- that clearand exact answers about grammatical definitions goalong with clear and grammatical Euglish composi-
tion.

M1y special purpose at present, however, is topoint out some of the commonest errors whichvitiate much of the grammar teaching that goè's onin our schools, and appear in such ludicrous forrnsat every examînation. I hope noue of you will thinkthat I arn " poking fun" at vou when, I say that thegreater part of these mistakes would have beenobviated, if the writers of the grarnînars which aremost widely used had been able to grasp the notvery recondite truth, that words are flot identicalwith what ltey stand for-that the noun 1'book 1 (forinstance) 18 not the article made up of printed leavesfastened together, which we buy at the bookseller'saud that when we buy one of these articles, we do notpurchase a part of speech. Is auy' one present disposedto dispute this ? If so, I hope no feeling of ba8hful-ness will hold hirn baek frorn having a tussle aboutit, as soon as I have finished my paper. It wvould
lierp is a speCimen i' I jvat 1 sec a goû lod io. I djciare wvords used wiLlh nouris to <enoùi« sonie quality or attribute aboutwhichi tlic noun stands l'or, and ciearly Shows whethc-r Nvè wislh todenote its superiority, or deteriate tL abova or below tii standard of'whicli wve are spcaking about. " 1 dare say that ingenious youth hla(lbean learning girammrài, for livo or six years. Obi iously no cicargrammnatical idea haid ever iltered into hits Iindt during i lie whiolo


