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Personal.

Me ¢ Macikay has been appointed
general awditor of the Eite & Huron Railway,
with head quarters at Torants,

Mu W, J Spicer, general manager of the
Cliscago & Grand Troauk, has vessgned, to
assume a sinajar position on the American
Sault Line.
be glad to know that the change 1s one which
pronises to be highly benetical to Mr Spicer

His many friend<in Canuda will

financially.

Mgk, R, W. Scorr, of the Grand Trank, late
cashier of the freight ofhce m Guelph, has
been promoted to & sumilar position i the
office at London, s advancement being a
well-earned recogmtion of ablity and faithful
service.  Before leaving Guelph Mr o Noott
was presented wath a gold wateh, on hebalf of
the oity, by a commuttee composed of Mr.
James Inunes, Mr. I' M. Guthnie, M.P.P,

and other prominent men.

Construction.

Raicway bulding on the Island of Cape
Breton is given by good authorities us one of
the great reasons for the healthful condition
of trade there.

Tue Biantford Erpoator says that the first
part of the South Ontario Pacitic to be built
will be the line from Toronto to Hannlton,
thence westward to connect with the portion
of the line to London which is already bult.
** The engincers,” says the Expoxitor, ‘1t 18
understood, are in good shape to commence
work when ordered to do 80.”

Iris stated that the Canadian Pacific has
already paid about u milhon for the night of

way of way into Montreal to the new station, .

and has not gotit all yet. The sume nuthority
says that the amount originally set asude for
this purpose was about 3300,000.

IT is hikely that the work on the proposed
canal on the Canadian side at Sault Ste.
Marie will not be commenced until late next
spring . Tenderswere to have been called for
next month, but the delay has heen occasioned
by the incompleteness of the extensive spedt-
fications requared by the contractors. A great
many individuals have already visited the
Sault with the view of tendenng.

Mg. F. H. Brybces, of the Mamtoba and
North-West Railway 13 reported as saying
that operations on the Prince Albert line,
now suspended, will be resumed -<ath vigor
in the spung and the road constructed
through to Prince Allert. The company 1s
devotinr a great deal of attention to colom-
zation with most satisfactory results.

A HraTisepox, Que, letter says- Apph-
cation 18 bemg made to pathiament agun hy
the South-W estern Railway (acting in the -
terests of the Canadian Puaiticy, for a charter
to build a line from Caughnawaga to Dundee,
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thete to connect with the American systens
The people of the distriet, hiving near the St
Lawience, ate anzous to see the road bt

Wakk on the new Grand Trunk depot at
Maontreal as progressing rapadly.  The men
v e hogan to put on the toof, and high hopes
we entertained  that af the present open
weather continues the whole structure will be
covered 1 and the station fimshed early
the new year.  The new Canadian Pacific
depot is aleo progressing o very lavorable
manner 3 the foundation is all finished, and
the stonewmk of the first floor 1s laid, which

gives pronuse of heing & very fine structure.

AN exchange savs It is told that woths
to facilitate the constantly increasing business
of St John, N. B., are hkely to be put on
foot catly n the spring  The Intercolomal
Ralway track will he extended fiam the Bal.
last whai{ to the wharves of the Intercolomal
Steamsinp Co. s a tract of land has been pur-
chased, ncar Hay Market Square, on which
the terminal depot of the Central Railway
will be erected. The New Birunswick Rail-
way Cu , 1t 18 said, contemplates the erection
of a station near that of the Intercolonial
Railway.

A sreciaL despatch from Victoria, B. C.,
says: The Esquumazlt & Nanaimo Railway
company have given notice of an application
to the coming session of the legislature for a
charter to construct a branch line to a point
on the Strait of Fuca near here but ten miles
distant from Port Angeles, Washington Terr1-
tory, to which 1t is proposed to build a branch
to connect with the American system. A
transfer boat would convey trains across in
half an hour and thus connect Victoria with
the Awmerican system of railways. The pro-
ject is that of the Hon. Mr. Dansmwir and
will no doubt meet with the approbation of
the legslature.

One-Man Locometives.

Tur Loromotire Engsneer says:—In a re.
cent issue of a so-called mechanical paper
was one of those hittle statenrens that amuse
practical railroad men, and at the same
tune show them how httle the writer knows
of the actual facts in the case. In an article
on the burming of o1l as fuel on locomotives,
the writer, as usual, went on to enumerate
the advantages and the economy of the de-

_vice, and among other things mentioned that

1t woald 1educe the expenses of the fireman’s
wages, as the engineer could easily control
the fue from his seat by simply turmng a
valie.

There are many reasons why one man will
never runa Jocomotive alone, and they aie
very plam to any man who “* has been there.”
There are more duties for a fireman than
merely His duties are
legion ; he has supphies to draw, Jamps to fill

shovelling  coal.

and clean, the nterior of cab to keep clean, !

the whole engine above the 1unning-board to

care for, front end and stack to paint, water ;
These duties can-

to take, bell to ning, ete.
not be performed by the engmeer ; his duties,

[DFRerMRER, 1887

hoth on and off the voud, are aa numerous as
the tneman s they cannot be entrusted to
reutnd house men, becanse they cannot know
Just what iy wanted, and 1t would take as
long to explum to them as to doat.

Any enginecr who has cver sent his fireman
to Hag on another tramm for a few wiles and
followed with the light cngine, knows just
how oppresmive the lonesomeness gets, It is
often necessary for aome one to go ocut in
front to relight or turn wp a signal lump or
the head hight, put out a flag or dig down
some sand.  Can the engineer go, and leave
the mighty locomotive, with its precious
freight, flying along over crosmngs and
hridges, through cuts and towns, with no
bramn to think, no eye to see, or no hand to
stay ita mad carcer in cag: ~f sudden emer-
geaey T Can the engineer set s ungine at a
tunk, go back to take water, find spout too
long or too short, and get down and ** jim
around ™ till he does get 1t right, take water,
then oil, get up, ring bell as he wipes off ail-
can, go over on fireman’s side to see signal,
then get back on his own side and pull out?
The travelling pubhic would kick, and kick
vigotously. The delays would be demorali-
2ing and the tisk great. The only legitimate
and proper schoul for engineers would be
sealed forever, und, as more engineers would
be killed, there would be no skilled men to
take their places.

In cases of sudden sickness or death of
engineer —- suppose he fell off--who is there to
stop the train*  Who stopped the president's
special train, a few months ago, when the
anginecr was killed by a broken side rod
while runung at a high rate of speed? The
fireman, of course.

The economy of saving the fircman's wages
in this case would be like saving the expens:
of the 1oof of a powder magazive. The day
of ope-man locomotives in road service is
farther away now than it ever was,

A Female Switch Tender.

MiLwAUKEE has a curious figure in the per-
son of & female ** switchman, ' writes a Chi-
cago 7wmes cortespondent  Her name is
“* Switch Anme,” and she is in the employ of
the Chicago, Milwaukee and St. Paul Com-
pany  She has the honor of being the only
female exponent of the art of ** throwing
switches " the country  The work is mas-
~uline, but the worker 18 femnine from the
sole of her sensible walking shoes to the top of
her shapely head. nossessed of the beauty of
an Englhish dwirymaid and the muscle of a
blacksmith. The eleven switches which she
looks after are out pear the stock yards and
| include the most importart points in the
| yards, They we-e formetly in chaige of the
:glrl’s father, Joseph Grautuer. For years
"Annie was lis assistant, helping him almost
'from the time she was large enough to throw
ithe switch-lever.  The old man was easily

“ratiled,” but Annie never.

Her coolnesa

- and dextenity have saved mwany a loss to the
company, while for hersclf she was never
known to make a mistake that involved a
i loss of a doliar to the company.




