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thies of cvery age, whose f'aiti ive atrc
exhorted to followv, consideriag tlic end
of their con versation. "1Be yc followers
of thein who throughi faih ani patience
are iiiheriting the proiiks,"-whlo ran
so as to lay hold on eternal life, thc
prize on iwhich their heart wvas set.
Jesuis Christ is howcver our great fore-
raiioer in the heavenly race-lie lias left
us an exainple that w"e should follow his
stops. To hin it behoves the Christian
at ail turnes to look whilc pressing on
towards the mark, becanse lie is the
author and finishier of the faith-he too
is the ivay, the truath and the life. Thus
the race is set before the believer, in as
clear a rnanner as precept and exaînple
eould by their united lighit render it.
'l fol, a person o? feeble capacities,
cannot err therein. Mhile, however,
the Bible proposes a course, which al
who obey the heavenly caliing mnust run
alike, it mentions others wvhichi are more
peculiar, which partieular persons must
mun owing to the peculiarity o? their
criadition, the amotint and kind of talent
thiey may possess, and the part they may
be called to sustain in the grand draina
of Providence. In the gaines of old, the
foot race %vas not always one and the
sanie; it wvas indieed alwvays perfornicd
on the stadium, but soanetimes it con-
qisted in running that length but once,
ilnd sometimes twice that lengtli, in
making to the goal, and returning from
it. Some liad to run the stadium seven
o3, à''''.e r, wlaile others ran ini
heavy armour. There are varieties
also in the Christian race, thongli
aIl miust proceed upon the saine liai-
lowved und prescribed ground. Thus
John the Baptist had a peculiar race setî
before him-he was called to prepare the
way of the Lord, and to act as thec pre-
cîii'sor of Christ. Hie stood in a position
altogether singudar, in wbich he wvas
greater tlîan ail the prophets, but lcss
than the meanest in the kingdom of
heaven. "lJohn fulfilled lis course."
'Every follower o? Christ should thea
consider wliether in addition to the race
which ail must run, lie lias not saine
course more arduous allottcd to hini:-
svhether he is flot callcd upon by some
adlvantagçes he may possess, ta render a
peculiar service to God. Paul evidently
COnsidercd that lie ivas rcquired to run
.1 povttlizir iîee, even the p~t 'li

which lie hiad reeivcd of the Lord. It
was bis constant desire and solicitude,
that he might finish lais course wvithjoy.
Andl at iast it aras bis liappincss to say,
whien lis labours ivere ciosing, léI have
fin islhed iny course."

2. Tlae Christian must lay àside evcry
encunabrance. It is well 'known that
the racers in the stadiurn were most
careffil to cýast off' every thing that couid
iînpedc their progress. For some tiine
prcvions to the eontest, they igdly ab-
stained from every indulgencethat would
wcakcn their stî'engrth, or lessen their
agility, and bef'are starting in the race,
they divested themscives even of the
bîîrden and inconvenience o? thieir gar-
inents. So tao mnust the hcavenly race
be run. Self.deniaI mnust bie exercised,
and thiose tliîngs rejected that press
dowvn our energies, and cause us to lin-
ger on the ivay. Sticl indeed is the
express admonition of Seripture-" .Let
w; lay asideevery areigiat, and the sin that
daçth înost easiiy beset us, and lot us run
with patience thc race tlaat is set iaefore
us." Many are the rctarding influences
to which. thc mind aspiring after im..
inortal hionour is liable, and vbhi t Must
strentiotsly oppose. Thc cares o? this
world,' anad thc deceitfulness of riches
ar*e a lieavy w'oiglît upon many. Somo
aro so taken tip wvith scular niatters,
and so absorbed in questions o? personal
or familv finance-for ever inquirinoe
wvlt sha-111 wr JL what shali ive drink,
and wherewitlaal shall ie be clothed,
that seeking the kingdom o? God and
his rightcousness, hecomes a mere se-
condary consideration. There are
others sa full o? treasure ar.d so fond a?
carrying it on tlieir persons, that they
are likely ta break daavn under the load.
Their thoughts too mun so mnuch upon
it, tbe- are apt 'o forget the prize for
arhieli. they contend. 'Many have found
ta their sorrowv, that gold is too heavy ta
carry without endangering success.
"Ye cai'mot serve God and Mammnon."
"1ow hardly shall they that have riches

enter lito the kingedom o? God." It is
no icss the priviiege than the duty o? the
Christian ta, iay aside the encumbrance
o? wvorldly cames and anxieties, for lie is
directed ta cast aIl lis eaa'e on God who
caî'cth foi' hias. IlCast thy burde.a
on the Lord, and lac ivili sustain thee,"
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