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the stillness of %vhose solitudes fias
hardty been interrnpted by the pray-
ers or praises of a Cliristian wvor-
shipper. Stand up onfl immalehi's
lofty summit, and let the eye look in
vain for a singlu trace of the religion
of Christ. Enter the ricbi and splen-
did cities ofIndia, and of the Chinese
Empire ; coast along the counitries of
Asia Minor; explore Persia, Armnenia,
and Independent Tartarv ; and aias,
what a frigb tît picture oit moral (leath
every where appears!1 And need 1
isay any thing- of' Africa, over Nvliich
an abinost unbroken cloud of dark-
ness rests; or of the islands of the
sea, most of whicli are yet peopled
with. the most degraded cIlss cf' ido-
lators? The facts are well knowvn.
So sniall a portion of the earth is
supplied ii the means of grace,
that it may ivelt bc said, that ' the
whole creation groaneth and travaileth
in pain together until now, wvaiting
l'or the manifestation of the sons of'
God.'

Our Lord Jesus Christ, aftcr hav-
ing said that the barvest was great,
and the labonrers few, commanded
bis disciples to ' pray thie Lord of the
harvest to send forth labonrers into
bis harvest.' If there ever Ni-as a
subject which oughit to be commiended
te the blessing and guidance of God,
it is, the training up of young mcen
for the holy iniistry. It oughit to
be remnibcred in the closet, wvh-re
no car, but that of the Most llighi,
bears the outlpouriiUgs of the heart.
Thle parent, in the hour of family de-
votion, with hiis heloved children
around iîxî, should pray that God
Nvill raise up an intelligent and hioly
ministry. lu the circles of social
praycr, it should be made an objeet
of supplication. And it should by
ne mearis be overlooked, whien the
people of God meet in tbe sanctuary
to pray for the extension of the Re-
deemer's kingdom.

The parents of pions sens, having
suitable natural endowments, ought

to encourage them te seek the office
of the niinistry. 1 do not mean that
thcy should be eompelled or urged te
study agrainst their wvill. But a judi-
cions parent can in varions ways se
place this subjet before a son, as to
guard the sanetity of the niinisterial
office, an(t aIse incite iin miiii a ,strong
desire, if it be tbe wiill of* 0(1, te
to enter the ininistry. He ought te
be tangbt fromi bis childhood, that
havinîg the requisite qualifications, lie
ca-i bc more useflîl in tbe ministry
than iii secular eniploynients. There
ought te be a free interchange of sen-
timent between the parent and son
upon this sul~Ject. And as th,- un-
godly son onglit te knowv the strong
desire of bis parent for bis conver-
sion ; se the liions son sbould be made
acquainted with the feelings of his
parent, in relation te biis becoming a
ininister of Christ.

Pions parents ouglit te consecrate
their children te the service of God.
Hannali consecrated ber son Samuel
befere bis birth.' 'I1 have lent him,'
said she, ' te the Lord, and as long as
lic liveth, he shahl be lent unto the
Lord.' The mothers of Schwartz
an(] Samuel J. Milis made a similar
dedication of tbeir sons. 1-lad they
giveni millions of dollars te tbe cause
of' benevelence, tbe offering would
net bave been se valuable. I-ad
Schwartz and Milîs engaged in secu-
lar employînents, tbe conversion of
the wvorld wvould have been retarded,
ard millions wvho %vill now be saved,
wvould have perished in the darkness
of beathenism.

Parents sheuld feel that the Lord
bas special claims tipon their children.
If a beloved son bas been eenverted,
it is the duty of the parent te en-
lighten bis mind in respect te the
nature and extent of bis obligation te
Christ. . Brothers and sisters and
other relatives net nnfrequently throw
obstacles in the way of those, wvbe
desire te stndy for the ministry.
It is proper for them te advisc with


