
Benevolencé.

They besouglit Paul «" with inucb)
entreaty" to take tîjeir giftl1 Wbat
urgency of love! How% truc to the
mould of trutb into whicb thev were
cast !Tbey preserved iu sacred re-
ineembrance the mnessage of love
wvhich had redeenied thei. It caine
beseeching tbein not to receive. the
grace of God in vain; and nov, in
humnble iniitation "of such exuberant
love, they beseech others to partakc
of their boiniy. 0, dear Brother,
this is the kind of love we need. A
small band braced %vith suclh afflection,
wou!d fi the coflèrs of our Educa-
tional, Missionary and Periodical
departmnents, to overfloiving. God
would"I bless theîn,' and Il make thern
blessings."

Tiiere are two ways in w'bich Nve
may dismis3 thi3 subjeet froîn our
minds, ivithout deriving any real ad-
vantage from it, against u'bichi permnit
me to warn the readler ;-first, ad1-
miring the picture, but neyer serionsly
intending to iimitate it. O, reinember,
my felIowv Christian, tlat God does
not exhibit these tbinîgs iu bis word,
as, the author of an exquisite pan ora-
ma, for you to bcbiold, admnire, and
neglect,-but to awaken strong c-
sires for sucb attalum-ents, and to
foster tic hope of reachiîîgT tbemi
for tbe Maeedonians were mnen of
like passions witb us.

A second way of getting clear of
the subject Nwithout advantage, is to
admnire the master-strokes of Paul's
pen. In this niatter, bowever, voit
miust knon, be is not inventing: lie is ;
only declaring Nvbiat lie %iitnessed in
real life among the disciples of Ma-
cedonia; and hle lays these things
before bis Christian brcthiren at Cor-
intb to animate thein in attemipts to
reach the sanie em)inence: IlInsomticb
tlîat wve desired Titus, that as hie bad
begun, so bie would alsofiniishi in you,
the sanie gyrace also." Dear reader,
rememiber the motto: IlLook back.
Look around. Look forwvard. What
bias been, may be again." The moral,

remnains of these Macedonians have
lon2g mi,îgled with, the elods of the
v-alley, and thieir baply sl)irits gathercd
to tlîe asscmibly of tle*just in heaven;
the night vail of tbis state laid aside,
and the mnorning of the long-desired
day nowv siingil flilly uipon thein.
Let us then Il be followers of' theni
who throughi faitli and patience now
inherit the promiise." Il Go YE, AND
Do LIKFWISE."

Noiv, wb-at ivas the secret of sncb
unnsual libcrality ? Trace the streami
to the fountain, the ray to Uic suni
II voul(l bave you to knowv of tbe

grace oj Cod bestowed on the churcb-
es of Mlacedon)ia." Titîis is undoubt-
edly the ultimiate; but ý%vbat tbe
proximnate cause or causes ?

1. A thorougit consecration to God.
They first gave their ownselves

utito (God." As long as a miar con-
tinuies bis own centre, and can look
alone to biniself for supplies, wve shaîl
find bis resources 'vast'ed on tlîat self.
And iii the fulness of bis sufficiency
lie Nvill still be in strait-s; bis tliouglts,
bis plans, bis actions, aIl terininate on
liiim)sclf. Bii3t w lien, tlîrough the
,graice of God, lie is eniancipated froni
this tvrant, and dcvote'd to tlie service
of' bis Sa% iour, lie looks bcyond lii-
self and yields to tlîe authority of the
Most 11igb. WVbat lie biad previotisly
to reserve to cxpend on tbe ai-con-
suming, lust of caîrefulness for the
f'uture, now becoînes frec for imnme-
diate use ; and nîucb of' that wluicl
lie bad formerlv lavislîed on blîniseif
becomecs sacred to the service of Jus
I)ivine NMaster. Hlappy in the favor
of lus God, lie is mnade the less de-
pendlant on tlîe coinforts of life; and
expcriencing the holy blessedness of
relig';on, lie parts the more readily
wvitb every tb:jng wvliclî subserves it.
diîffusion among men. Consecrated
to I-iiî wbo, wbile on eartb, wvent
about contiîîually doing good, lhe
lîumbly atteunpts to tread in lus foot.
steps, w'ho, Ilthough hie v.as rieli, yet
for our sakes became poor." Yes,
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