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THE GOéPEL 'iVI«ESSENGER', OR UNIVERSALIST ADVOCATE.

RLELIQIOUE TRUTH,
nY REY, 0. MOXTOOMERY.

“ But wo desiro to haar of thee what thou
thinkest; for, ar, concerning this scet, we know
ﬂ:nt cvory whoroat is spoken againat, Aets xxvin

Afier the apostle Paul had been succes-
sively oxaminoed before Folix, Festus and
Agrippn ; and by his appeal to the judg-
men' seat of Crsar, had beon conveyed
tn Rome for the purpose of meeting his
trin} - ho called the chief of the Roman
Jews together, to inform them the reason
why he was there a prisoner, bound with
n chain, andwhy he had appealed unto
Cicsr.

This subject having been oxplained to
them, the Roman Jewsreturned for answer,
“}We neithor received letters out of Ju-
dex concerning theo, neither any of the
brethren, that came, showed or spake any
harm of thee. But we desite to hear of
the what thou thinkest : for, as concern.
ing this sect, we know that every where it
is spoken against.” They candidly ad-
mitted that they knew no harm of the
ap». 4 nor that any serious matler was
laid  hischarge. But the sect of the
anatenc Reformer, they perfectly un-
derstood was most violently opposed—the
Saviour wascalled a “ glutton and a wine
inber 5 a “friend of publicans and sin-
ners 37 an enemy to the law of Moses and
the government of Ceesar, as one possessed
of « demon; and one who declared the
tnost obvious untruths. With this know-
ledre, the Roman Jews, in a candor and
jusiness of procedure which is not often
exhivited in modern {imes,-even by pre-
tended followers of the Saviour, desired to
hear from the apostle’s own lips, what
were the principles of the faith thus ap-
posed and villified by its unbelievers.—
Thoy therefore appointed a day for this
nampose 3 on which they met thic apostle
at his lodgings, where ¢ he expounded and
tzstified the kingdom of God, persuading
t»-m concerning Jesus, both out of the law
of Moses and out of the prophets, from
m rvng until evening.® The effect of
th - very proper conduct on their part, and
tire judicious instruction of the apostle, is
%'} 10 be as follows, *and somo believed.
th> things which were spoken, and some
believed not.”

In applying this instruction to present
circumstances, I shall consider thai my
readers are aware that the sect attached to
the Restitation, is * cvery where spoken
against.” For the fact needs no proof,
that the Restitution is denominated a li-
centious doctrine asd a doctrine of satan,
by thosé who are ignorant of it—while its
believers aro represented, even by men
who profess to be ¢hsritable and Christian
teachers, as 2 graceless, gudless and vicious
resple.  Tho most revolting and untrue
descriptions are given of the doctrine, in
charches, and ospecially during protracted
racetings ; so that persons, hearing .such
nrtrae descriptions, can obtain no just no-
n.ons of it; for, a3 the doctrine of the Sa-
viour was reprosented as of evil when it
w28 of good, so this is represcated as of
sauan when it is of divine origm.

These fucts being known to my readers,
I shall consider them as instituting the in-
quiry concerning the Restitution, « but we !
desire to hear of theo what thou thinkest ; ‘
for, as conceraing this se¢t, we koow that

assumse asiruth, that there exists a liberali-
{y, ina portion of community at least,
which is desirous of meeting and under-
standing this doctrine, before it is con-
demned. 1 shall therefore oxpoct ajtention,
whilo I show what arethe leading Seriptu-
ral truths to which this despised sect gives
assent. +Wea shall not attempt to devolope
the minutiw of faith, because there are
hardly two individuals mn any sect, who be-
licve exactly alike in regard to sowo
minor things—-und as it is one of the car-
dinal principles of Christianity to lot overy
person have perfect freedom in differing
from othors, should his reason and consei-
enco dictate such difference, so wo shall
attempt to regulate private and small mat-
ters of faith, We shall only exhibit the
great and uniform points of Scripture doct-
rine, which give charactor to the believers
of the Restitution as a sect differing {rom
all other sects.  And, in offecting this ob-
ject, it will not be oxpected that an clabo-
ate proof of each point of fhith-will be
given, because such a work would mani-
festly be.impossible in the limits ‘to which
I have confined mysclf.

I. Inlooking abrond among the sublime
objects to us visible in the universe, we
hear in the infinite variety of material
forms,iin tho wiso and complex mechanism
of animal life, in the amazing size, the
wonderful revolutions, the unchanging har-

mony, and the grand wrray of heavonlyi
badies; & voice of reason, of divinity and of i

philosophy, ultering with its own peculiar
eloquence,

“ # The hand that made us; is divine.”

The dissection of the most common forms
of animal or vegetable life, proves to de-
monstration that Supreme Intelligence
reigns over, in and through all nature.—
For, in the light of this great truth, all
other views which attempt to account for
the origin of tho universe, are feeble and
unproved. If an individual should inform
us that a beautiful music-box which he held
in his hand, was produced by chance or by
certain blind laws growing out of unintelli-
gentmatler—that no intelligence superior
to, and separate from, the materials com-
posing this box, had an agency in forming,
fitting and arranging its various parts,
which, when united, gave forth the heauti-
ful music we hoar—no person would be-
lieve such stateménts. Because it is a
demonstrated fact, that theresmust have,
been existing intelligence to procure the
different metals composing the box, to
mould them into the necessary shapes, and
to so nicely adjust every part, as to warble
out the desired melody and its accompani-
ments. Is this fact less tiue in regard to
the compiicated works discoverable in na-
ture ? Can chanee, or blind laws, or unin-
telligent matter, produce material forms,
which. in nicety of arrangement, in utility
of purpose, in beauty of order, and in
wisdom ¢ creation, are as much superior
to a music-box as the sun is greater than a
grain of sand 2—{t is therefore evident
that Intelligence of the highest order and
of infinite capabilities exists above, and as
sovereign Creator, reigus ever all nature,

Hence rejecting the doctrine of atheism
in all its forms, we believe that there is
one, enly living and truc God—who is
* without beginning of days or ending of
yeurs,"” ever-oxistent,®ternal, undying, the

tho heavensand the carth,” and all things
thorein--whr is the Father ofall creatures,
their Ozigmator and Presorver, satisfying
all their rational desires, nnd surroumling
them with continuous tokons of his bonign-
ant Providence—who holds the reigns of
supremo govermment in the universe,
working *“all things after the counsel of
his own will,” and with unerring cetintaty
bringing all things to a good end, beeauso
disnppointad by no circamstance—~who is
infinite in wisdom, boundless in power,
over-consistent and univavering 1 jushce,
illimitablo in goodness, and unbounded
mercy—whose united attributes form the
grand characteristic, the universal magnet,
and the namo aud nature of Doity, LOVE;
the Benevolenco which is displayed i, and
diffused among all the works of creution.

The fact, then, that there &3 ¢ God, is
"tho foundation of our fuith, and the Foun-
tain from whence flows that divine and
-efficient grace in which wo find a guaranty
of the ultimate triumph of truth and virtue
-over error and sin. .

Il. Whoever considers the history of
past pagan nations, and studies their situa-
tion as they at present exist ; Who remem-
‘bers their idolatries, their sacrifices of hu-
man life to 1maginary and vindictive gods,
and their constant and manifold errors,
‘must we think, admit the necessily of divine
revelation or of an immediale communica-
tion of the great principles of Iruth from
God to man. This fact is admited by
some of the wisest men that' have ever
gtaced the pagan world. .

And when we toke into consideration
the antiquity of the books which we desig-
nate by the name “ BipLg,” the oldest
of whicli books can be traced for thirty-
three centuries back to Moses—when we
consider the prophecics therein recorded,
most of which have been wonderfully and
minutely fulfilled centuries after they were
written, and whose truth is recorded in
the ruins of Ninevah, Tyre, Babylon,
Jerusalem, and the past and present con-
dition of the Jews—when we consider the
miracles therein recorded, which could
alona be effected by the power of God, ard
yet whosa performance is attested by the
most creditable witnesses, and which were
not denied.by Celsus, Porphyry or Julian
deists of the second, third or fou.th cen-
turies—when we consider the moral purity
and excellence of those whose wrilings
compose the Bible, as well as the life, and
death, and character of Christ, whose ex-
istence and crucifixion aro matters of un-
questioned history — when we consider
what superiority of civilization, of institu-
tions, of advance in knowledge, and of in-
crease in virtue, Cliristianity has given to
the natiops who have cherished it—when
we consider how the truth of the Christion
covenant has reformed the vicious, insiruct-
cd the ignorant, given hope to the despair-
Jing, consolalion, to the mourning, and
songs of triumph and victory o the dying
—we are copstrained to admit, that in the
Bible, God lias spoken to the children of
men.

Therefore, rejecting the doctrine of
skeptism, we Dbelieve-that the Bible con-
tains a Divine revelation from God 1o
men, meking known the character, will,
purposes, plans,and designs of Deity—
that this zevelation is the “man of our

overy whore it is spoken against.”  Ishalli great  Master -of all lifo”~who * created

counsel,” the source of moral wisdom, tho

tounuun of Christinn truth and virtue.
that it s infinitely superior to all creed
and crevdsbooks, -and that the Chn'.su{]
should go to it as his only creed-bnoki
that it-is the perfect guide of man for 1
lief and for practice, and that it is tho s
rule of decision by which to arrive
Chyisti~n truth. By those remarks, it
seen that to laith in the oxistance  of ¢
only living and true God, wo add faith
the Bible, as containing o revelation fre,
heaven to the inhabitants of the carth.
I, Tho individunl who poruses &
Old Testament carefully will find a pe[.
sonago prophecied of who was to bo !
Messiah, the Root of David, the Branc,
the olect Servant of God—who was (.
set judgment in the ecarth, though he wi¥
rejected by his people and led like a jun}
to tho slaughter. I that individual w§
also peruso the Now T'estarnent carefull §
he wilt fird a personago spoken of, “‘calld§
the beloved Son of God,” the man™*Chri \
¢ Jesus,” wiwse life, actions and fate, wend
the exact talfilment of the prophecics fourdf
in the Ola Testament concerning him, §
This per-onage presents a.character
spotless purity, of ennobling virlue, «3
caruest compassion for the ignorant a
sinful, of untiring energy for the welfare I3
tho world, of unswerving confidence it}
the Father who sent him, of unshakes§
courage in facing persecution and é;
mingled with the most sincere forgivence]
of Ius foes. “He declared noble doctrined
and in proof of his divine mission, perig
formed miracles of surprising charactery

as the Redeenter of man.
Therefore, rejecting unequivocally th
doctrine of the trinity, we most cordially)

Sorth by Deityon a divine mission of trutk, §
and gracc—we believe that he was an in-

purpose, was endued with power from osg
high, which enabled him to perform mi
acles, to foretell future events, to read §
thoughts of men, and to establish Chrisg
tianity——that be has % all power in heaven[¥
and on carth” in regard to the moral inEg
terests of the human family—that he wasl*3
without sin, and was the ¢ express image”

ty to light”—that he will rule andreign in}
the kingdom of Christian truth, until, hav.
ing subducd all things to himself; he willl
deliver up the kingdom to God the Father.}
that he, God, may be alt inall. And wel
perfectly agree with the apostle, when he
said, for there is one Glod, and one Medi.

Jesus, who gave himself & ransom for all
to be testified in due time.® 1 Tim. ii:
5, 6.

1V. Wherever men can be found—in
whatever age or clime they may have lived
—however degraded and ignorant they
may have been, or are now—to whatever
nation or tribe they may have belonged,
or do now belong—rno person exists, bt
that has Xopes of life beyond the grave.—

as hunger is in the body.
no nation or tribe has yet been discovered,

believe that Jesus is the Son of God, senii %

ator between God and men, theman Christ j@

This hope or desire is as universal as tho 88
race of Adom, and as prevalent in the sou! £
And certainly @

which is wjthout a religion embracing




