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1895.] TRANSFORMATIONS IN NEW GUINEA AND POLYNESIA, )
proceed from the simple to the complex, from monosyllables to polysylla-
Wles, from the agglutinative to the inflectional 3 then the languages of Poly-
nesia, through their varvious dialeets, are among the oldest living on the
face of the carth.

It does not follow that because a tribe or nation has no written lan-
guage their speech is merely a kind of gibberish, having neither correct
sense, sound, nor grammar. I have lived among Papuans for nearly thirty
vears, and reduced several of their languages to writing, and can testify
that in some respects they are even superior to our own.  Some of them
have inclusive and exclusive pronouns, dual aud triad numbers, as many as
seven words for the pronoun you, all of different grades, also a court and
common language ; and the words are all as precise in their meanings as
if they had been defined by Johnson 5 the grammar is as regular and uni-
form as if it had been formed by Lindley Murray, while the pronunciation
is as exact as if it had been settled and phonographed by Walker, thus
dearly pointing back to o higher state of civilization from which they had
fallen.

How come the natives in Polynesia and New Guinca—savages, idola-
tors, and cannibals—to have such a langnage if they have not brought it
down with them?  If all our civilization is to be traced to a slow but
eradual development from a state of primitive barbarism and savage exist-
;“ce, liow are we to account for the condition of these people 2 Here we
lave two large sections of prehistoric men, who are still in the age of stone
and lake-dwellings.  Where is the evidence that they are advancing in
civilization, intelligence, morality, or happiness ?  The fact is that there is
lundant evidence that both races are retrograding, and none whatever
that they are advancing, except under influences from without. I have
found some of the bush tribes in the vieinity of the Fly River practising
cremation.  JE it s trae that ¢ the custom of burning the dead was well-
nigh universal in remote ages in the countries of the Ol World,” then it
is probable that the Papuans have bronght this custom with them, as well
s otliers=—that of ciremmeision, for instance.  The stoue gods and charms
smong the natives of Polynesia and New Guinea—some standing erect
frem une to cight feet in Leight, others portable awd carried about by the
natives—also puint to very ancient forms of worship.  Now cousider that
the first empires that arese in the world were formed by desvendants of
Ham, and that Nimrod, the grandson of IHam, went into Assyria and
fumded Nineveh, and the eity which he Luilt, and the cmpire, continued

fr ages to Jovershadow all Western Asin. Mizraim, the son of Ham,
fumnded the Ewvptian mnenarchy and the Philistine  Conmnenwealth.
Canaan, the fourth son, settled in Palestine, wnd lis descendants fonnded,
fint the Canuanitish kingdoms,; thea Tyre, aud subsequently Carthage,

These were for @ Jong time the Jeading nativns of the world ; they pos-
sessed s highest civilization, and ekl all but monopoly of its commeree,
These young monarchies, no doubd, seut forth strong aud vigorous colonies,




