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he had tried to persuade the kings of other islands to do as he intended to
do, and when they answered that they would cleave to Oro, he told them
that was cleaving to Satan. The missionaries, full of joy, waited anxiously
to see whether Pomare was really a converted man.  Subsequently his grief
for his sins, his observance of the Sabbath, and his cfforts to persuade his
friends to turn to God, convinced them that he had been changed by the
grace of God.

When the missionarics found the people in Eimeo ready to attend their
instructions they heard that the people in Tahiti were likewise inquiring
after Jechovah, and Mr. Scott and Mr. Hayward were sent to se¢ whether
the joyful report was true.

Missionary labor at Tahiti was apparently in vain for from fourteen
to sixteen years, and, notwithstanding untiring, carnest, and faithful effort,
but one solitary instauce of conversion had taken place. The wars of deso-
Iation continued, and abominable idolatries and iniquities reigned. “¢ The
heavens seemed as brass and the earth as iron ;" and when God”: “ime to
favor the work in Polynesia came, the beginning was such as to .urn aij
attention to Ilimself. For at the time the war had driven the missionaries
from the island and cut off all communication. Two native servants,
formerly employed in the missionaries’ families, had, unknown to them,
received favorable impressions, and had united together for prayer. They
had been joined by others, and at the return of the missionaries to Tahiti,
at the termination of the war, they found a number of praying people, and
had little to do Lut to aid in 2 work which Gud had thus singularly begun,

These years of fruitless and apparcntly hopeless toil had almost deter-
mined the direstors of the London Missionary Society to abandon altogether
the work at Tahiti. Dr. Haweis, chaplain to the Countess of Huntingdon,
one of the founders of the society, and the father and liberal supporter of
the South Sca Mission, earnestly opposed such abandonment of the field,
and backed his arguments by a further donation of a thousand dollars.
Tie Rev. Matthew Wilks, the pastor of Mr. Williams, declared with great
emphasis that be would sell the clothes from his back rather than give up
the mission, and proposed, instead of abandonment, that a season of special
prayer should be observed for the divine blessing. Such a scason was
obscrved 3 letters of encouragement were written to the missionaries, and—
mark i l—while the vesscl was on ker way o carry these letlers to Tahiti,

another ship passed her in mid-occan, which conveyed o Great Britain,
October, 1813, the wews that idolairy was entirely overthrown in the island,
and bore buck 1o London the reiceled idols of the people ; and so was fulfilled
literally the Divine promise,  Before they eall I will answer, and while
they are yet speaking I will hear.”

We have already mentioned the fact that, while the missionaries were
driven away from Tabiti, two natives had begun to call upon the Lord Jesus
in prayer.  Quc of these lads was named Tuahine. Another native, im-
pressed by some remarks from 'omare, had gone te make some inquiries




