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Ttaly, Switzerland and the Sandwich Islands in 1850; Germany, Nor-
way, Iceland and Chili in 1851; the Crimea, Burmah and the Cape of
Good Hope in 1853; the West Indies, Ceylon and China in 1853; and
Turkey and Siam in 1854, ete. Aggressive faith and zeal had now
reached their climax, but all this had come to pass within twenty-five
years from the first baptism.

At the close of the first twelvemonth the membership had risen
from six to 1,000, eight years later 25,000 saints could be counted, and
six years later still, Joseph claimed 150,000 adherents. In Britainfor
a season baptisms were by the wholesale—entire churches surrendered,
preachers and all, and during a period of nearly ten years the annual
average of conversions there was upwards of 7,000. After a large
emigration to Utah the British church numbered 33,000 in 1852, and
the sum of those led captive from first to last can hardly be placed ay
less than 150,000. In Scandinavian countries the baptisms rose at one
time to 2,000 a year, and reach in all about 50,000. An enthusiastic
Mormon historian makes the preposterous claim of a round million
brought by the elders into the citizenship of Josepl’s kingdom! But
if his estimate is too large by one half, the results of their labor are
sufticiently astounding.

And all the more when we remember that it is their business not
only to capture but to deliver the prey at the church headquarters.
The undertaking was a bold one when the transfer was but from the
Atlantic seaboard to Ohio, Missouri, Illinois. It became tenfold
greater when an ocean and a continent must needs be crossed, includ-
ing the Great Plains and the Rocky Mountains. Thousands reached
Zion via. New Orleans and the Mississippi and the Missouri to Council
Bluffs, and from thence 1,000 miles by wagon or on foot, But such
was the grip of religious fear and hope (coupled with the promise of
land without cost, and other material benefits) that at least 90,000 have
made the long journey from Europe. The high-water mark of
emigration was reached in 1856, when 5,000 or more in a single
season ascended the Platte and found their way through South Pass
into the valley.

A variety of other features characterizing Mormon missions may
be summed up in the statement that from the beginning these hier-
archs have affected to follow to the very letter all manner of New
Testament precept and precedent, and in particular such as are found
in our Lord’s instructions to the Twelve and the Seventy. Itis in
this spiritual obedience that the church has always maintained a
“gquorum® of the twelve apostles, and also an ever-inereasing number
of seventies, constituting an order in the priesthoed, and from which
missionaries are commonly selected. The idea was reached at an
carly day that no saint lived for himself, that “the kingdom” had the-
first and supreme claim, that salvation was largely for the sake of




