
8OS THE AMEUXCAN MISSIONMARY IN THE ORIE.NT.

he has officially sanctioned the issue0 of every book the colportetir i,
selling. The busy activities of mission presses, and the Iit.J-iarr
renaissance of the presenit generation, makie hini impatient,1ai
censorship of the press is both tornitntilg and amusing in its furious
stringency. A solemin order was recently promulgatcdl tli.at 1wÇe
forth no mission press should have niore than one ontrance andat
by the front door in full view of the police. Back doors to îr
are too suspiojous to ho allowed. Orders have been giver. L*hut e
book henceforthi to ho printed must be sent in mailuscript et*
the authorities for approval. A Il existin g publications rn List at 0nc
be submitted. Strange to suay, however, the officiai indorsemcnt ot thei
Imperial Ministry of Publie Instruction bas been obtained upofl the I
Bible in every language of the empire.

Just at present the government bias a severe opasm of restricùetJ 
oversight of ail foreign books and periodicals. Everything beirl'nt f
upon missions, Islam, Turkey, Oriental travel, Eastern hliQtoryan f
the religlous and political condition of tie East, is at once conflscatad
Encyclopoedias are in special d isfavor ; they know, too milch aud sa
too much on a great variety of subjects. The letter mi is an eX-Ception.
ally dangerous one, and if the book is not finally retained, it is r
turned withi a portion or al. of the letter In cnt out. Wlhat proprietr
in baving Mohammed talked about in the same breath witil Mehi '
topheles and monk and mule, or lMohammteda.nisin with nsytiolg.f
and missions and malaria., or Mvos1'cm with Mormon and milimmv and
missionary. Among the books recently confiscated at tile Clustooe
houses are Robinson's IlReseairches," Thompson's "-1Land and thje
Book," Murray's 11llandbook of Palestine," a copy of the ceScaýff.ler.
zog Encyclopoedia" and of thel "Encyclopoedia Britaninica," Pieroù
"O11risis of Missions," Cla-,rk's IlTen Great Religions," Englishi orl1rench
translations of the IKoran, histories of Russia, and ail reports aLd
periodicals referring to missions. At a recent holocaust at a prominent J
sea-port of the empire 600 foreigu books undler condemration were1
burned by the authorities. It is said that an old Moslem law
wvas promulgateci with reference to the famous "lApology of All-Kindyv'
that any bouse in which, it was found shoulci be destroyed and forti
bouses around it. Who knows but we shall yct hear that it is the
wihl of Ris Imperial Majesty the Sultan that the mission presses shAH
ho destroyed and every bouse around tbem within a radius of half à
mile!

Educational. work is also a serious grievance to the Turk. He bk,
closed, many of the scbools-at one time over thirty were closed in
Syria and Palestine, and policemen forcibly removed aIl Moslem Ù1~
dren, and stringcent probibitory orders were issued forbidd ing ýMosena If
to send their child ren. A law was recently framed forbidding il re.
ligrious instruction in sehools, but was nover promulg-atç-d. Bv the


