CANADA TEMPERANCE ADVOCATE.

CANADN WRIMITAIIIT ADTOCADTE.

** It is gnad neither to eat flesh, noy deink wine, nor do any thing by whleh

thy hrother 1s made to stumble, or 1o fal), or §s weakened.” —Rom. x1¥¢. 21—
AtucrigACsTransiution,

PLEOCE OF THE MONTREAL TEMPERANCE SOCILTY.

Wr, TiE UNDERRIGNED, DO AGRER, THAT WE WILL NOT USE
Intovicating LiQuoRs AS A BEVFRAGE, NOR TRAFFIC IN THEM;
TUHAT WK WILL NOT PROVIDE THRM AN AN ARTICLR OF ENTRRTAIN.
MENT, NOR FOR PERZONS IN OUR EMPLOYMENT; AND THAT N ALL
SUITABLE WaYS WE WILL DISCOUNTENANCR TIIKIR USE THROUGHOUT
TR COMMUNITY.

MOXNTREAL, SEPTEMBER 13, 1843,

Tracts f{or the Thnes.- No. VIL
ST. TAUL,~A TOTAL ABSTINENCE MAN.

[Tho following is froin a gentleman of standing, connceted with
tho church of England. We entreat the ministers and mcmbers
of that community to consider it.—En.]

There aro many sitcere Christians who havo peculiar scruples
about the propricty of signing a total abstinence pledge, and
whe think that by o duving they would barter away their
Christion liberty ; to this cluss of persons I would respectfully
address myself and beg themn to reflect upon the matter which I
will now endecavour to place before them.,

My ohject, then, is to prove that St. Pauvn, was a Total
Abstinenee man in principle~i{o was as all know, a very
conscicntious man, and one whose chicf object was to follow the
footsteps of his Divine Master in doing good. This ardent
desiro therefore of saving souls, led him to lose no opportunity,
and neglect no means by which to accumplish his purpose.
Fearing then lest the weak conscicncees of some of the Christiun
belicvera should bo an occasion of sin to thewm, he writes ina very
clear and lucid manner concerning the subject of meats offered
to idols, and proves to them conclusively, thut the cating of such
teat was no sin itsclf considered; but lest the weak brother
should fall into sin through the influcnce of cxample, e closcy
with these words; * whereforo, if meat make my brother to offend,
I will cat o flesh while the world standeth, lest Y make my
brother to offtnnd.” My object in quoting theso words is to prove
the regard which the Aportle at leust had, for the conscquences
which might flow from his examole: and, also, to shiew his
Chiristian principle of abstinence from what might bo considercd
an article very nceessary to support life *lest,” how truly he
here displays the royal law of love, “lest 1 make my brother to
offend.” 1 Cor. vii. 13,

How often is it now heard from tho lips of professing Christians,
**1 canmot sacrifice my Christinn liberty at the shrine of the
worldly, unchristian spirit of Temperance Societics: if dravkards
do but follow my cxample, and takes only onc glass they wiil be
in no donger.”  Ah s, do you not see thut  this respect you do
not follow the example of Pave; and that whils you thus parley
with wine, the poor epint.drmker is swept duwn the raging
current with irresistible fury ; having this to console hun * Mr,
i3 2 good Christian und drinks wino, so T may drink rum'
I cannot afford wino, and it makes little difierence in the end.”
1 think that the text abovo quoted docs all for the temperance
cause which its best friends could wish, the anzlogy is complete.
Morcover to thoso who say that the system of pledging s
obnoxious, we may refer to this iltustrious instance of St. Pauy,
for what let me ask is this but a pledge, and a very solemn one
100, with his own signuture attached, (for if he did not write the
whole cpistle ho at least signed the salutution with Ins own hand)
if this is not satigfactory as a pledge, 1 do not know what can be.
I would not here imply that Pavy, refraincd his appetite for cver
after, or that ho cven did then, but thot if meat skould offend fus
brother he would ccuse from is use.  T'hus then 13 all we wk of
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professlng Chrlstlans s let them adoj tho Serdpture rolo and if
they caunot conscientiously gign tho Tutal Abstinetice pledgo,let
them adopt the pledge of St. Pavr, and make it their own: and
ua tho circumstances are now changed, and wino occupics to our
weaker brother the place of idol's wneat, let them chango tho
phraxe and insert * wine” whero St. Pavt, uses “meat”  If thoy
will do tlis we will not find fault with thon even #hould they not
je-1 thoe total abstinenco socicty. We do not despair of thewr
being total abstinence men should they ndopt the above pledge,
for constituled as socicty now is, they will find almost dwly
accasions for self-denwal.  But the analogy between these caaca
is not after aft wnsupported by other testimony from St Pave.
{n Romans xiv. 21, he says, ** It is good ncither to cat flesh nor
to drmk wine, &e. &c.*  flere wo have abundnnt proof that it
is not a perversion of Scripture to say that St. Pavt’s plodge mny
mean wine, and not only so but I think this passage puts to fught
the objection which hius been raived against totnl abstinence pledgres
asbeing a worldly means of aecomplishing reod.  Any one can sce
that wine is as great a stumbling.block in our day, nsmeat oftercd
in sacrificc was in Pavi’s. T will not pursue this train of thought
any further, as thoso to whose attention I would wish to
rccommend the abovo mentioned text, are no duoubt all weil
capable of deducing their own conclusions from the premisce.

If any onc should feel convinced that in his cuse total
ubstinence would become a duty, and fecls unwilling to signa
pledge. he will at least bo bold cnough to ackuowledge publicly
fis strict adhcrence to St. Pauw's pledge. Methinks were alt
Chiristians, Clergymen and Laymen, to adopt St. Pavi's language
and apply it to s case, & vast iinpetus would bo given to the
Temperance Cause. I do not ey that Pavz wesaltogether a
total abstinenco man in practice, for we have no cwvidenco oither
way, save what I have quoted; but then mark, I think we are
justificd in saying, that were he now alive ho would be' o whale
souled_total abstmence man,

Rawdon,

Tracts for the Times.~No. VIIIL.
INTEMPERANCY. A NATIONAL EVIL.

We aro wont to take too contracted o view of the cvils of
drunkenness.  We view it as an individunl thing, We look
upon the drunkard as an object of pity, as an encmy to himself,
and a source of sorrow to his family. Very good; he is.all this,
yca, much more. ‘The balf is not yet told. If tho toper wero

ouly an cnemy to hauself, if he were a mere suicide, o might
bloat, stagger and dic—a premature grave would hide his loath.
someness from the world, and society would still flourish.  If he
were cven the cause of wretehedness to hus family, the fricndly
hand of chanty might interpose, and in some stight degree avert
the ills of poverty.  ‘L'he kindly voice of sympathy might adimm
ister consalation to thar wounded spints, society might still be
vigorous, But this 18 not the fact. Drunkenness is indved a
nations? calamity.  Its influcnce is not limited to the domstic
circle, nor neighbourhood, nor town. It is the country's cnrse.
Were then but one principlo to actuate the citizen, (were he dead

» all other emstions), and that principle patriotisin ; it should be
among his most prominent endeavours to further the cause of
tanperance.  In the fist place, the discase is mlcetions. ‘T'he
children, in the simpheity of youth, when they behold the futher

fanubar with the intoxicating bowl, lum to whom they are taught
by natural sfiection ard the custom of socicty, to regard as their
pattern, they will tunk it an innocent thing, despite the wanungs
of the wisc, They will first learn nat to detest, then to love the
poison, aud, at last, to follow with filia} zcal, the father's example,
through ull the varied miscrics of a drunkard’s hfe, down to a
drunkard’s grave. Here 1t is scen, one drunken father 18 a cor.

rupt fountam, whunoe usuc streans, which muitiply from genera



