
THE PRACTICAL BRE.KEEPER.

Bees As Carriers.

A FRENCIIAN THINKS TIIEY MIGIIT
TAXE THE P>LACE OP PIGEONS.

In Francp the suggestion *has been
inade that becs miglit bc used as mes-
sengers in war; iîot as substitutes for the
carrier pigeons, but only Mien pigeons
arc flot to be bad or cannot bcumed. The
diminutive size of the bec is its reconi-
mendation. At first sight the project
seems, unre-alîzable, bccausiL the becs
cannoe ho handled as rcadiiy as the
pigeons, liecause they arc so aflkected 1)
the velocity of the wiTid and otiier dis-
turbing influences.

M. Tagnac, a \Yell-kznowni apiculturist
has cond"ýcted experinients on this line
with such resuits that the subjeet, to say
the least, is ýwortlî consideriuîg It lias
shown that becs flnd t1hcir way back to
thoir hives from distances otf about four
miles, and that thcy, fly -iith a velocity
of about 18 miles an hour. On the
strength of tiiese facts, M. Tagnac be-
g'an his experiments. Hfe constructed a
portable beehive and took it to a friend
about four miles distant. After a few
days, when the becs had become famuliar
with their new sur-roundings, some of.
thom were removed to a peculiariy con-
structed receiver. From this receiver
M. Tagnac lot a few fly out in a rooni,
and soon the becs settled on a plate of
honey. While the bees were eating lie
fastcned his dispatches on tliem.

They wei'e fastenied with fine lires,
and great care was taken flot to put any
line on tlîe bee's head or wving s. Wlien
liberated in the open air, the becs im-
mediately flew home. Arriving at the
home hive, they found that they could
flot enter it, because the enîtrante lîad
been made so sinali that the paper on
their backs prevented them.

M. Tagnac lias also mnade experiments
i senrling becs over ion--er distances,

by esta.blishing niiddle stations, but lie
i8 not very el satisIed witli the resuits

as to Miine. Lately v hlas bceuîen;i
inntin]g witii tlie Bonibiis liorrorumn,

F orei -n Lettcî'.

Peter Piper's News Notes.

A snail's eves are arte ends(1 of its;
lîorus.

TrLe. aîe abouit 9u,-fxu eflîs on wom'ker
comnb a. foot square.

A frog, meverd(rinlks water, ln isr»
it tlirough,,I the pores of its skîn.

.5370 worker becs wlii not filled with
lîoneY weigh a poîuîd. 2113i li a pint
measure.

lIn proportionate size a qucen is -%, a
drone 7: and a -%vorker bec 63.

"Pullcd qucens" is a eltiunsy way or
Pxpressing the preinat-,re lil)eration or
such, froni tiîeir celîs.

We mniss tue racy articles of Johni F.
Gates in oui' Canadian lic Jounal now.
Can one or otiier of oui' eiiterprisinn'
editors îîot iîiduce the wvitt -v iindepen-
dent Johin F. to stay wvith us?' We likze
to reallis outspolzeîî articlesq. There is
no honeyed sophistry in the wvîitings of
Johit F.

If thc story going the rounds of the
beejournais b)e truc, tlîat a petrefied
trec du-' up froîn a greett deptli somne-
whbore in the United States. liad stored
;n it plire well prescrved lionev; it effe-
(pally does aN'a 'y %with thc populai'
belief that the hioney bee is not. iîîdig-
enous to this continient.

A competent authoî'ity on stiedi iat-
tors, is displeased with the contents of
tue published repDrt of the Ontario Bec-

!epers Associationî. In lus comment.-
tîeî'eon, lie emnbraees the opportunity
of patronizingiy patting the Oxford
Association on the shouldei'. In ail of
whvicelî there is no ulteî'ior motive at ail.
Oh no!1 But is it not a litt!e itncoisisqt-
cnt, foi' oneote"eiigonire


