
l'lie Conferences.

iug God. These, if faithfully prose-
cuted, wvill einbi'ace the whiole family
iu a golden circle for the study of God's
Word.

EPW'OuRîî LEAGUES.

Neyer were our Eîwvorth Leagues do-
Ing a nobler work for Christ and his
Church than to-day. Neyer wvas more
i)rayerful study, more eai-nest effort,
more kindly co-operation put forthi
than uow. But they have not reached
the full ideal of their full usefulness.
They may exeî-t an influence of untold
power upon the young meni and young
wvomen in our towns and eities, who
thî-ough the exigencies «t oui- indus-
trial civilization are oftea severed
from their homes and exposed to social
perils and estrangemnents from the
house of God. What is a youn1g inan
or wvoman to do wlio has no place in
which to live except a little seven- by
nine î-oom, ln an allen and often un-
sympathetic environnmc-nt? It is the
duty of the Churchi to act the part of
father and mother to these homeless
young people, to extend the baud of
cordial gî-eeting, to showv a îlindly sym-
pathy and inteî-est, to bid tliem e-
come, flot merely to the class-
meetinîg or prayer-meeting, but
t0 its social gatherings aud enter-
taiumieuts. Hence the General Coufer-
eîîce directed that wheî-ever practicable
chuî-rch paî-louî-s foi- reading, music,
rational culture, and social enjoymeut
should be opened.

Nor' may the Church frown upon the
desire of its young people for out-door
reci-eation an(l atlîletic games. These
wil], under pi-oper giuidance, conduce

to those twin essentials of moral wefl-
being, a sound mind lu a sound body.
These -%vi1l prove a powN.erful autidote
to the saloons and pool roims wvhieh
too often spt-ead theiî alluremeuts and
beguileinents around the path of Our
youth. W\e are glad to linow that in
some of our chuî-cles thiese readiug
parlours and gymnasia are being organ.
iied, that. lu connection with others
playgrounds are being prepaîecl for the
eilidren of the schools and for chil-
di-en of a larger growth.

OURt SUMIMEL SCHC>OL

are anuually eulisting. iucreased num-
bers of oiii young people to seek the
advantage of our college halls, and Bib-
lic-al instruction and missionaî-y ln-
sp)iration. These l)oss5ss the poteilcy
and promise of great spir-itual blessiug
to oui- Cliuicl. Our college hialls are
filled as neyer befoî-e with eagei- young

souls who are coveting earnestly the
best gifts, seelzing the best training for
11f e ani its duties. Analogies of the
Hoiy Club at Oxford, out of which
grexv the Metliodism of the wvorld, are
flot wanting in these institutions of
learning. It is cause for gratitude
that they are instinct with Christian
spirit, inspired wvith missionary zeal,
and betteî- equipped than ever for the
higher culture of heart and mind and
brain of our youug people. Many
p>arents have made strenuons efforts,
even to great seif-denial, in the past to
secure this preclous boon of highier
c(llcation for thieir children, and have
been abundantly rewarded by theli- in-
creased usefulness in the world. May
thieir number be greatly multi-plied.

No Church has provided more
largeiy and liberally than the Method-
ist Church inl this ]and sound and
wliolesome periodical reading for al
classes of the household. We urge
upon our people the duty of making
the widest and wisest use of this
provision. Amid the flood of fiction,
frivolous and often perniclous in its
character, it is the duty of parents
to see that their househiolds ai-e well
suppl-ied with that w.hich wiIl interest,
instruet and relig-iously profit their
members.

SOCIAL QUESTIONS

The Methodist Church is not indif-
ferent to the great soecological prob-
lems of the times, and an advauce wvas
sounded ail along the line in the
uunending war against the liquor
traffic, Sabbath profanation, the
gaml)ling spirit of the race-course,
i)ool-room, and other forms of makig
haste to Lý xich.

There are some aspects of our na-
tional life that arouse deep solicitude.
In the niaterial prosperity by \vlie-h
we ai-e surrounded ;ve should not be
full and foi-get God. If riches increasp
we should not set ouir heai-ts upon
them. We should flot in the gree(l for
gain join in a chase for worldly riches
at the cost of better things. 'We mayz
îîot despise the plodding industry of
our fathers, slow, perhaps, but saf e
and sure.

In the eniphatie verdict given by the
people of this province whien the liquor,
bar wvas up for trial, the voice of the
Methodist Chiurch was heard in no un-
certain tories. But the bar is still wvith
us, and doing its deadly work. Thiere
mnust be no faltering nor failiug tiil
these leath-traps, in %vhieh Canada's
niost precious treasures are lured and


