
IIyrnnology of thte Ch'ai-ch.

great w~on(1ers," andl s0 0o till every
trunipet sounding and every basoi
heaving, ail would lift Up, their
voices and exclaim, '4O, give
thanks unto the Lord for lie is
gaod, for bis rnercy enduretlî for
ever?"

Why the n)romiincnice of niusic
and sang in worship? Because of
the essentially eniotional character
of ail true w'orship, and paetry is
essentially the miedium of eniotion,
and music is the poetry af the soul.
In ail ages and amang ail men
mnusic and song have thrilled the
heart and stirred the soul. Great
emotians, îvhether of joy or of sar-
row, have ever soughit expression in
sanie forni of sang, and always wvill.
Haw, then, shall the hyninology of
the Churchi become a part of the
ivarship? Just in sa far as it is ex-
pressive of our deepest and tender-
est feelings toward the God of our
salvation, who at thie creation 's
dawn caused the niorning stars ta
sing together, and ail the sons of
God ta sîxaut for joy.

The power of music on the hu-
man soul ta strengthien and sootlîe,
ta inspire and support, lias been
recognized niare or less fully by al
the wvôrld. Even in Iîeathen na-
tions music, tlioughi often af sucli a
character as liardly ta deserve the
name, lias influenced wlien evcry-
thing else failed. And in civilized
nations, tlîough perhaps not classed
anîang the liighest arts, yet froni
the fact of its pawer ta appeal ta
the whole personality of one's being,
music is anc of the mast efficient in-
fluences ta refine and cultivate the
nobler parts of aur spiritual natures.
Whiat wvould our public services be
if the music partions were to be
withidra-%n; and wvlat worslîippcr
lias nat feit the power and inspira-
tion the soul lias received from the
strains of soniîe fanîiliar sang of
Zian.

How olten, wlien alane, perlîaps
in the ardilîary routine of daily life,
lias the Spirit of God Hiniseif in

the still s-aiaIl voice beeîî wafted iii
uipon aur being tlîrougli the mediunm
of sanie liyinx or musical strain?

These arc the means, taa, wvhere-
by patriatisnî and earnest national
feeling lias been sustained. E very
'nation, every army officer, every
general knows the powver of martial
strains ta inspire freshi courage anîd
strengtli inta the hiearts of soldiers
an the field of battie. Sa wve have
great natianal lîymns and patriatie
airs of the nations, af the wvrld-
the " Marseillaise " of France, Ger-
rnany's " Waclit arn Rhieiiî," tli.
Russiani National Anthem, and aur
owvn " Rule l3ritannia." Wc migiit
pause ta, note the debasenîeîît ta
wliich music and sang have been
put by the dcvii and bis agents in
tue wvorld, and stop ta leani the
lesson that wve oughit ta be accord-
ingly anxiaus ta, ennable sang, as far
as we can.

It is clearly our duty ta make
tlîis lieavenly-bestowed gift of mu-
sic as perfect and as truc ta the
real feelings of the human lîeart
as is possible. WThen we jain in the
lîymns of the public service let us
feel tlîat it is froni the lîcart an(!
understanding, as wvell as fromn the
lips, tliat the praise is swclliîig.
Thîis and none ather is acceptable
unto God, and anly as it is truly
pleasiîîg in His siglît will it be
capable of' appealing ta and stirring
up the best. in tiiose who hiear it.

AIl aur cliurches, perhaps, nced
arausing an the subjcct af sacred
sang. .Ail are ignorant of the
powver tlîat is latent lîere-a powver
wvhiclî, if fully evoked, would fill
aur cliurches and niake aur people
strang iii Gad and in the power af
His miglit. Listen ta, Jonathan Ed-
wards: " As it is the command of
God tlîat ail sliaul(I sing, sa ail
should Ieariî ta sing, as it is a tliincr
wbicli cannat be doce decently wvith-
aut leariig. Tiiose, tiierefore,
wvlien tliere is no nlatural inability,
and thiere seldani is, wlîa neglect ta
learn ta sing;, lve in sin, as they


