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the State of Religion saya :-" The ordin-
ances of the church are attendod for the
most part with reverenco and regularity. In
regard to the grace of liberalit,r, thero is an
evident growth throughout the church."
Gtnerally oui people bear testimNy. on the
aide of rigrhteouness, and against Sabbath-
profanation, intemperance and other forme
of iniquity. We recount the facts and
figures of iast year, not for the purpose of
display, for, IllHaving done ail, we are stili
unprofitable servants," but for our encourage-
ment, and ini the hope that w. shall strive
to do botter this yoar.

(Dur Xortion IIMOM08.
SEV. DRi. WARoPE, Convener, Western
au section, writes as follows :- Our

recently appointed missionary to the North-
West, h1x. Hug,,h Mackay, hias been engàged
for some months in exploring parts of the
land destined, we trust, to ho hie field of
labor for years to come. In some parts of
hie tour he bas been accompanied by oui
veteran missionary, Mr. Flett; and, tog,,ether,
they have had many opportunities of sek
ing and preaching to bande of Indians on
varjous reserves. I give you a few extracte
from one of hlie recent letters. IlWe have
taken Up," heoBaea, "la broken quarter sec-
tion of land, beautifully aituated at Round
Iake and the Qu'appelle River, containing
peihapa 80 acres. On this land we have
been building. About twelve miles west,
we have taken another lot, which ie fine hay
land, and conveniently situated. We are
now about prepared to begin work...
On Saturday I left the mission houe. at
Round Lake, crossed the river at the ford,
passed over the valley, the way leading
through fields of wheat, oats, potatoes, &c.,
belonging to the Indiana; then up the high
hills, 'when a beautiful drive, of a few miles
bror.ght me in sight of the Indian camps.
Here I met with Mr. Flett, and, going into
a Yeryr large tent, wo found about 30 Indians
gathered together, among whom was the
chief, with a nuniber of his councillors. The
objeet of the meeting wus to discuse sulioci
matters and mission work in the tribe. We
met with a friendly reception. The chief
did not wish to consent at once, but would
wait a whiilc. He said many of his Indiang
were away, and he would flot like to take
auch a stop without consulting thom.

IlAfter leaving the reseri we came to thle
campe of the Ke-wis-ta-haw (Hoyer about).
Dined with the chief, who was willing that a
school should be started in hie reeve. lie
Iamented the ignorance of hie young peoËl1e. At
the third reserve, where the Roman Cathu>hcç,s
have been doing a liffIe work, we dispensed the
Sacrament of the Lord's Supper, whien six tunited
with u@. Afterwards the chief bad a talk with
his people, who are al8o anxious to bave a sechool
for their children. In thie evening we hiad
another service, Mr. Flett preaching in Indliar
and1 in English. A large number oftthe Izudiar1%
were gathered, some of whom came more thari
ten milets; a good number camne ;nto the bouse,
some stood at the door, others Iistened at the
windowez,-nio doubt sorne of themn hearing for
the finit time the preaching cf the Gu ptl.
These Indians are superstitionst and stili %%rursh 'p
unknown gode. As 1 amn writing this letr
I look out and see fires buit on the hill to
strange gods, and I hear the sad and dolefil crr
or som of the medicine man as be i8 practin'(
hie evi art over the prostrate form of sonie sick
person lying in yonder camp. A few week-sago
they had their sun-dance. At this dance (wvh'ich
they have once a year) the Braves of the tribe
are chosen. If a young man can dance for tliree
day.s, constantly Iookîng at the sun, eatîug( or
drinking nothing, he gete the titie -' A Brave."
A person visiting this dance on the third day
would neyer wish to see it again. See the,-e
young men, pe rhaps six or eight, a ispike i@
Paeeed through the skia on the breast, and about

a:i spike a cord is wound and the cord tied to
a rope over head, and there they bang ini agony.

' Dear sir, I cannot give you a description of
this dark picture, you have te, see it to know
something of its cruelties. I spoketo sonne about
the wickedness of sucb, and they said the great

F p rît s pleased to, see hie children brave. Mr.
Flett is about to, leave me. I wiesh he could stat

ail winter. I feel like a child undertaking thas

geat work. *Our friende can assist us very
much by tLei prayers and aympathy, and by

other meani. W e have about us in the winter
hundrede of Indian children ehivering for the
want of prpr clothing, I see in mauy liouses
in Ontario"caLt off garments, a littie fadcd or
out of fai3hion. Could flot boxes of 8ucli be
gathered and sent to, us. Aniy sucli wold 4e
thankfully reccived at Broadvîew Station,
N. W. T."

Boxes of clothing are being forwarded ini
accordance with Mr. Mackay's request. They
have been provided by the Women's ForeignM
Mission Society. Along with our contribu-
tions, whether of clothing or of money, leà
our prayers be given. ' God ho merciful to
us and bloss us, and cause Hie face to shine
upon us; that Thy way may ho known
upon earth, Thy savig health among ail
nations.'-THoMÂàs WÂRDROPic, Conven-er.
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