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heing, which, il no change be wrought on
vou, must abide in that nature fur ever.
Happily this law of your moral nature oper-
ates with equal force on the side of vir-
tue and happiness. The trnuh whieh is
sealed among your enlightened convictions
aludes there; the pious aflections, daily
nurtured by grace from Heaven, grow into
the very cssence of the soul itself, and par-
take of its inmortality ; the benevolent
sentiment, and the benevolent sleed, leave |

upon the soul itself an impression that can- | It 15 passible, pethaps, that a traveller may miake |

THE PRESBYTERIAN.

you, to guide and guanl vou, te dispose of you and
manage you, aud He will tully answer your de-
sires.  Dut, as He gave Himself wholly for us, He
expects that we should give ourselves wholly to
Huu; and, sif wenre willing and in earnest, He will
eaable us to doso.  There 1s more burden thun
comfort in rehgion till we are brought to a point
1o make it the chief. the one thing.  As a world-
ly wan, whose whole conduet 1s governed by his
prevathing desire to be nich, so we must gave all
diligence 1 the uscof cvery appowted means, in
attention to every precept, in submutting to every
dispensation, in morufyiny every wreng disposi-
tion, tf we desire to be happy and comfortable.

«TO0 LATE.”
BY G. B. CHEEVER, D.D.

It is a striking thought that the whole disci-
phine of our mortal hfe, as well as all the warmngy
of the Word of God. by vducating us practically
to the experimental knowledge of the miseries re-
sulting from 2 hubit of delay, und the necessity
of a haltot jrompiness and punctuality for our
prosperity, nay, for our possible comtort, fur any
possibulity of getting slong comfortably even
this warld, teaches us powerfully the unportance
of a preparation for another world, and educates
us for such preparation. So that mesn, whose hab-
its 1n the datly oc~aswons of hfe, and the husiness

1

nut be effuced. Whatever may be the ; along journey with a thornin his foot, but then = of thus world, are those of promplitude and punc-

. . L
excellences or the defects in Which yon

ke tust take everv step stowly and in pain.
Whereas, 11 the thorn s extracted, he may walk

tuality. have to go agast, not only the warng
voice of conscience, and their tnmost being, and

!uanifest these qualities, t.hey are entered | gy vtk pleasure.  The Lord 1s mercifil 10 | of God’s Word and providence, but agwinst the
Just as !hey are, not only into the Book of | our infirnnues and mistakes, which have not the ! bent of their own nature habituated to such punc-
Omniscience, but into the Book of your | consentof our will; He pities and healsthe bro~ 1 tualay, when they are conunually putting off
own moral nature, out of which you will { ""’l;’cg‘:"' b‘"s"" will 3”‘ be pleased “I“h adi~ | from duy to day and from “"“;,k to week to '{’?"{;‘

A . . . W cart.  Stnve and pray for a single eye, 3 ! conventent scasons the work for eteruty whic
be judged according to your works. Ts it

f A simple tention to please Him, a simiple depend- ought to be done to-dzy. In every thing for this
not, therefore, a dictate of the highest pru-

dence to rearch daily~—hourly—the entries
that are made in it; to ponder over them
with the utmost seriousness, that you may
not proceed unthinkingly to the trbunal
where the sentence shall be past that shall
fix your fate for ever. ¢ Be not deceived;
God is not mocked; for, whatsoevera man i
soweth, thot shall he alxo reap; for he, that
soweth to the flesh, shall of the flesh reap
corruption ; but he, that soweth to the |
Spirit, shail of the Spirit reap life everlast.
i“g.)7’

)

SELECTIONS.

THE EXACT WORDS.

Divine truths, methinks, sound best in divine
fanguage; and the tkings which God has rerealed
to us by His Spire cannot beconveyed in 2 more
safe and proper vehicle thar, by the words which
the Holy Ghost leacketh (1 Cor. 1. 10, 13), which
though 1 would be far from superstiniously tying
myself or others 1. yet 1 confess 1 cannot but
think they should be chiosen rather. 1havesome-
times ohserved how the Evangelist sectilice a
mistake, which rose upon a saying of Christ, only
by repeating the very wonls spoken. Juhn x\1.
23—+ He s2id nat, e shall not die; but. of 1
will that he tarry till I come, what is that to
thee 17 He s1d 50, and no more; add dwunot e
His words. We are directed not only 1o tlunk,
hut to** speak accordicg tothe Word.—(isa. vm.-i

-—m—amn - -~

20.)

1t 12 specially profitable fo acquaint children
betimes with their Bibles, and toshow them their ¢
religion there. Timothy's catechism was the )
Scnplures, which he knew from his very snfasey. |
~~(2 Tim. i1 35.) 'I'brf thatare reedy and mirisy
in the Scriptates will be thatouzbly furunhed o
for every good work, and thoroughly fartificd |
agsinst every evil work.—AM. Hemry 1 Preface
10 Caleckism.

FAITH.

Yot find it difcclt to belicve becatse vos are 3
sianer § bat did not Christ come purposel; losave
sancss 1 But you are 2 graat \inner.  Indeod, of
He saves only thace who are small sinners, bath
you and 1 mut cryout, Woisme?! Bl we are
ot to gave way to the unbelic! and prde of-our
haanis. It is oot humility o contradict the Lord.
He sa3s, Him that cometh unlo Me I wall i no
wise casl oul.  Go. take Him at His word with-
o3t reasopngs 3 with the simplicity of a child
receive Him as Chaist Jovus the Lord in all His
offites 10 save you from guiltand sia, to tuleavey

ence upor, His grace and promises, and you will
do well: thoush your bezinming may be small,
your laiter end will greatly increase.

—&ee. J. Xexton.

INSANITY.

Rzv. M Grecg, author of the beaunful hymn,
written on 1 Tim. iii. 16, ¢ Sean of angels,” com-
mencing ¢+ Beyond,” &e., had an insane brother
who hived with him, and spent his time wander-
ing about the yard. ganden, and sometimes finding
his way into his brother's study, but never seem-
ing to take much interest in the things about um.
Mr. Gregg. therefore, used no precautions in ref-
erence to his manuscripts. genenlly allowing

] them 10 remain exposed on lus desk, especially

while in course of completion.  On this occasion
he had written the hymn with the exception of
the last two lines, and, being unable to ret a sait-
able clunax. walled out to refresh himself with

ure 237, and contemplate his subject.  After he
eft the room, the lunatic brother walked to the
desk, read the manuscripl, took 3 pen and
wWroie t—

* Clapped their triumphant winzs and cried,
* The glorious work is done.” ™

The following s the Hymn :—

Bevand the ghttening starry skies,
Far as the eicrnal halls,

Yon heaven of heavens with hiving light
Our great Redeemet 6ifls.

Lezions of angels, strong and fair,
In countless armuces shine,

And suell His prase with golden harps,
Atiuned o songs divine.

** Hail, Prince !” thev erv, * for ever hail ?
Whese unexamplied love

Moved Thee to quit thase glonous reaims
And rovalues Above”

While He &id condescend on carth
To sutler gnief and pain,

They cast their honours at His feel,
And wzitedin His win.

Through alt Hisirarelshere below,
They did His sieps atiend 5

On wondening how and where at last
The mystic scene would el

They saw His heant. transfixed withwounds,
With love and zoef ran o'er;

They saw Him break the bars of death,
Which none cer broke before.

They broazht s chanot from Above,
Te bear thim 0 His throne |

Clapped thar triumphant wings, and cricd,
*The gloricus work is done 7

world they are prompt, punctual, eaergetic§ 1
1 every thung for the next, heedless and procrasti-
nating. .

And vet for the next as well as for this world
they well know that an eternal desttay may de-
pentd upon one moinent’s delay  The depeu-
dence, indead, is atways thus condensed. thus
crowdes!. just in proportion to the number of op-

rlunitics that have been sun through, ull at
’::ngth the whole is thrown upon the last oppor-
tunity.  If there were sixty minules given toany
man for the chaice and performance of agreat de-
cisive duty, which was to control the whole ot
his after existence according to the manner of lus
decis:on tor good or evil, as minute afler minute
passed away, and found hum sull procrastnating
or cnzaged 1a other thiags, the detennination of
the destiny of life woulg be narrowed down min-
ute by minute ull.in the last case, it would de-
pend upon one raoment, and ane moment would
do the business of a whole life, as t01ts direction.
And this is pot unfrequently tie case. And just
so in regard 1o eternity in the case of mullwons
one hour or one minute is coatinually deciding
the character of an endless existence.  Habit, ine
deed, in its gradual formation has 2l along,
through many hours and minntes. been prepanng
for the last decision. been determining what the
character of the last decision in ail probabiluy
I will be; but after all wtis the last hour, or the

Iast minuic Jefl. i which choice is possible, that
decides finally and for ever ; so that it istrue that
in multitudes of cascs. continually occurnng, the
! whole eternal destiny is depending upon one mo-
ments deluy.  Desides you never know before-
hand when the last oppostunity has come. I
you did know, you might perhaps thiak that you
| ¢ould with notre safety put olf the whole decir
{ sion uanl that last oppastunity, resolved fiea 1o
exest your whole enefy an the night dircction.

But there isanother view. You have been all
the while bringing with you a sel of‘gmwmg
canse< that may delermmae your wudle of that dast
| opporiunity also in spitc of yourself, in spiie of

aB previous resalulions. Aund, suppose you did

krow, then what tremendout m:&:acss. I wall

not sy mercly to pat off 1o only oae Temming
| passibility the chance of your cierial happincss

or miscry, but to advance 1o the applicatron ol
, that chance, the dispasal of that opportumty, un-
der the irtesistible force of dispositions of cherac-
ter indulzed and habits fasteredall throughlife, that
make it almost absolutely cestan beforchand that,
when you come 1o that last opportunaty, you wall
throw away 47 likewse. as yao have doze all
the others! What madoess it weuld be in any
man travelling towanls a golll which. wwhen he
a-tives at it. he will hase to spring over by mus-
cular cherg and foree, oF c!sg £ail and be dashed
20 picces, 1 every day of the interim he habituat-
cd‘himwl:‘ 10 the swallowing of 3 polion. which
daily oad inevi. bly = reducad bis mimcnlar eacre
£y 28 to make it abwolulcly ccwain that, when
&t las: hrought to the trmal, he Jowld nal have
stiengih to accoimplish the hap! This is just




