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THÈE' W~~ HEBRIDES.
ANEITYV.M.

'flituuîgi tlîiis isiand is iio longer ours, but
rriven ovor to the care of the Frec Churchi
iMissionary, M~r. Luwrie, the iintercst that
las 8o longf centred in that naine has îiot
yet diod out, allîd the followingc statoînont

fron tsnîisinay as giveu in the Free
t7sierci ilIoîit1il, wvill be ivelcenie:

" Tjie goxîcral mission work on this
island stili continues to ho oncouraging;
all our ordinary meetings are being kept,

>îp ithi regularit;y. and the Sabbat]; fore-
11loh serVices at ail the stations are usually

wulattended. Our uiglît a. ni. Sabbathi
inernixîg scliools for boys anid girls are kept
UI) at seven (liflerent stations on the islan(d.
This is an institution of only thiroe yearsi
standing. Prcvious to that we had Sab-
bath aîterîîeen Bible classes at ail the vil-
lages for old and] y<îuiîg; but tiiere wvas no
Sabbatli gathcriiig specially for the youngr
-the Iaihs of thie tlock.

" Our Sabbaith inorning schools ow'e
their origin to a little Leithi girl of four
years %vlio sont sone hiandlierchiefs and
irettycards 'for nîy best Saibbathi-schioliiis.'

"ý On questioningr inyself I founid thatu i
liad week-day seholars, but of really Sab-
bath seholars I had noue. At the V'ery
next mieeting of ur session, 1 tried to en-
]ist the :yiinpatlis of the eIders, grot niy
best deacon to act as mnonitor, and ostab-
lishied thC SUbbath sclîool at Ananie. &

No ve have a siniihlr gathering, at
Alielcailhat, U7înoj, Anunncj, Illyat]îpig.iu
t'ca, 1it ai. Parental authority is vcry
la-, ainong these natives. This iuay ho
owiflg tai the ense with which any boy inay
o' ttiii ail tliat is necessary t(> sustain a.
native's life-iaîniely, moots, fruits, wvater,
amnd tilh. If afîbtdecI at homoc, a boy ivili
r-eino(vo to the nexNt villagye without heCsitat-
t'on. whiere lie mnay live for înonths until
the canse of his dispîcasure lias died out
N%7e feel anxions tai influence the yoîîng as
iucli as we can, lest the cornfg genera-

tioui relapse int<> formier heathon habits.
It is a fact that witchçeraft anîd sorcery are
still practised on1 tliis isqland by a liîniited
few.

-We have oftcn wislied and prayed
for 'shocrs' of blessing, tu faîl upon this
people. Two cvcingi.s ago I ivas sitting
Nvo-îdering wvliy evon the ' droppimîgs' were
eu fcw anîd far betwceen. Wc heard a
Bcratochiiig noise at the window. XVe lifted
thie hliîîd, but saw nothing, it being vcry

clark. A few nîiinuM-,s miore tiiore cania a
tiîi-tap at the study door. It was 9-30
p. n., and raining liard. I ivas astonislied,
and could uot tliink irho it could bo at tlîut,
heur, îî'lin niost of the natives hîad îo-
tired to rest. 1 opeiied the door, anci
foniid it te ho an intelligent native wiih a
Bible tinder lus arni, îî'lîo*toold not retire
to rest iintil ho grot a portion of Soripture
explained. He expressed lîiusulf anxiou,
and ivislhed tu seek refuge fromn the wrath
to corne. I sat with himi until il p. in.,
and tried te point tlîis Nicoclernus to
Jesus, thec seeking sinner's Savieur. In
pn-ayer tlîis mnati cornt)arcd himmself to the
liînîdredthl slîeep1 wvhicli wvs lest, but non'
rojoiced iii having bec» feund by Jesus

Suicl cases as the above wvhet env ai).
petite for more real spiritual fruit tif our~
labors; but in this we are rerninded that
' this w'îad bloweth î%'liere it listethl, and
thou hiearcst the souiid tliurcof, but caust
flot tell wlienco it ceînetlî, and wliitlîer iL
goeth; se is cv'ery one that, is boni of the
Spirit.' Su iii aIl iission wvprk we mniust
learn tu labor and te wvait.

-Four cases cainie recently before our
session, ef church inenîbers liaving falloîî
inito the sin (if iiîtuîiiperanico. Many of
the inland 'klava' plaitcrs l)orsist iin koep-
ing u p the practice, as they say it is art
article of barter viti tlîc shoire lpeople for
cloth and tobacco. The chiiefs, howvever,
inade a raid lately upon the districts
%vhere the kava plant growvs, and over a,
hiundred plants wcr-e rooted up, a, portion
of vh ich, along witli a wo''den kava basini,
%vas breugit and. burnied ini thîe p~reseîice
ef the iniissivonary.

ciPuring the uîîntlîs of Septemnher anîd
October I nie a parochial visitation of
aIl the districts on both sides cf Mie
isîand. Thuis hellps to kcepl aliv'e tlîo in-
tercst of those pieople îîîost distant frein
the mission station.

"TuVe dificult. ratlîs te-. seie of the
places prevent freguent visibition; as, for
instance, 1 liad. to ge six miles by beat,
tîxen cross tive *idges, up lîill and dowîî
dale, before I reachdtc na dsai
village on thîe Anelcauhat side. Mre.
Geddie is the only white lady wîîo lias ever
aecomnplished that part of the jeurney,
and she was carried by natives mest of the
way on a sedan chair.

'IlDr. and Mrs. Gunn and family spent
two montlîs on this islaaid as a change and
rest from thuir work amnont, the Futuxiese.
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