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Subsisteice of Beflell Lake.
It was in the latter part of 'March, 1883,

that Président J. J. Hill of thé Great North-
orn road walked out upon thé ico in Crel'a
Bay in Devits L tke, North Dakota, and aiter
sounding through the ice and finding a depth
of eight taet, decided that at that.point was
the béat location for the town which subse-
quently bacame the city of Devils Lake, one
of thé mo3t pro.9peraus and growing points in
North Dakota.

Sinocn 1882 great changes have taken place
in the amount of water of in the lakes and
streamas of Norths Dakota. Thé water ini
Creels' Bay has ontirely disappeared and
Devils Lake City la naw three miles froin its
lake, and whore thé waves of thé bay uséd ta
roll thé plowshare, is now turnine thé rich
ground for thé crops of grain which are bc-
ginning te hé plantait upon thé oid laké bcd.

It bas beau Psstirted that the water auppiy
of thé lakes and rivers i» thé interior of con-
tinents rémote froni thé seau lias biea progres-
aiveiy diminishing. and Dévils Laei only
an instance of thé drying up which has béen
ateadily taking place lu our Northwestern
lakea and rivera since thé early eighties.
Lakes which, ton years égo, coveréd thousanids
of acres and had a depth of from three te
twenty feet, have either entirely di.sappeared
or are reduced- tor--nothing- more than a
more quagmniré-with a littié teinporary
wvatei. in the spring which quickty dtisappears
with thé advént of warmn dry weathér.
Whother this state at affaira will ho perman-
ent or not romiains te ho seau.

lu thé summenr of 188 a large stream-
Big Coulee-fiowed into thé northern side of
Dovils Laike. At Churches Ferry, ten miles
froin its outrance te thé laite, that atreai»,
dluring the summer if 1M8, wss200fetatwide,
and old mari Church cieancd up over $3,OOj)
during the summdr fromn ihé profits of ferry-
ing over thé new settiers who wéré thon pour-
ing into thé country. '%Vithiti two years. thé
Big& Coulee had dried up and since thén ire
beliove no volume of water bas reachéd Davils
Lakte through its bed.

in *88a and 1M8 myriads of laites and
sloughis occupie th oelevated, rollingentntry
throughout thé morthcr part o! «North
Dakota. Few tars ivr More than a mile
froi water. Thé writer remembers that
*whtin Mr. Lamb started Miichigan City, one
of bis favorite arguments ivas that thé Ciywas bult upon thé banits of a baautiful laite,
which wouid ba a paradise for Rihing and
beatinî; for thé inhabitants of thé future
great City. In tact, during that samer a
causeway and bridge woe but across thé
laite at ias terrowrest point, but since thon thé
laite hns beau absorbed by thé hnngy sentis
windsýof suminer. Thý cànseway and bridge
are stili, there, but thé water is absent. Saimépérsons havé attributed this progressive
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diminution ai thé watersuppiy te cultivation,
bat thé saine set o! conditions have talion
place in parts o! thé Northwest as yet eatirely
unaccupied and unetultivated.

Notwithstanding ail this, thé writer is
hardly prepared te say that thé raja fait je
dimiKishing throughout the Northwest,
though, undoubedy it ha een lma than, thé
average for tho last ton years. Hoé proie"a te
attribute, tliis desiccation of our surface waters
in thé Northwest te thé unusually bot suin-
mer rnonths of Jiné, July and August, 'with
their attendant dry soutit and 6outhwést
Iwindi, which havé beéûn se pr it a
féatureofa thé three summéîmo ts = vith
but one or two exceptions, since 1885.

If ire have a cycle oi unusually cool surn -
nmer moats during thé néxt ton years,
coupled with a rainfail aboyé thé average, thé
lakes and streama will doub..-cmsagain becoe
replénished, to a large extent, though nlot te
thé degmee of ton or f(teen vears ago, for cul-
tivatn of thé land causes It te absorb iratér
dircctly inta thé ground, which, béforé culti-
vation, iras quiakly sbed. off in thé early
spring to thé streams, sloughs and ]akés.

Thé nuîuherléss' lakes which havé dotted
aur Northwest country bave beau one of its
chiet sources et beàuty and attraction, aud
lot 'us hope that ire hav6 reachéd the turnîng
point whore, a sériés of cool sumniérs and ii-
creascd ramn and anow faits wili restere thora
te their old tâmé leveig.-i\orthwesit Magazine,

ISc. Paut

Grapïlte.
Graphite seina te hé a cominon naine for

thé minerai Irnown as blackt lead or plumbago,
but authorities contend tat it coutaius no
Iend, nor isit in any way related te lead.
oraphite is found in parts af Mexico, Lower
California, and te corne xiarer home, as
Ticonderaga, N. Y. A verysuperiorgrapbite
la mincd in Ceylon. Thé graphité fauud in
thé first two named places is ai an arnorphuus
form aîîd lésaid ubeof an inferior surt. lIh
pigment is nover foud ntl a state of bult
purity. Thé procesa ai preparingit for mar-
kaet, which. consista oi heating, grindint,,
washing, etc., is a compicated oue. Pureî
graphite pait, free frum, iran and uthér like
impuritiés, shauld hé if a flake formation, ne
maSter hoir flnely ground. WVhon laid oU a
surface eacis fiaké laps over its neighbor like
thé caies on a fish. This acalé formation,
hamever, ii so minuté that thé usé of thé pig-
menton thé finest surface coneS reasnably
bo objected te. It can bo ground impalpably
fine-as fine pcrhaps as auy pigment used in
paluting. Graphité has l0n5 ben usait for
painting purpases, especiaI3 for painîting
métallo surfaces, sucis as bridgo parts, ppe,
roofs, oe., during wbich tirné is great dura-
bility bas beu conspicuousiy established.
însauée or. roofs painted wita, graph-

~L~1W.
ite having worn for periods varying
freim 10 te 15 years hefore requiring
repainting. are numearously in evidencé Tho
writer bas ii bad the testimony of a bridge
paintor who refera te bridge work painted
îvith graphite paint that has wora 20 years.

A pound af graphité is three tumes greater
in bulit than white lead. It has great cever-
ing, coloring and apreadin2 properties. .It ia
of a darit gray color, and with whitapigménts
it forma delightful cool grey tinta.
Jet blacits, darit greens *ind reds may ýo'ob-
tained withoût causing thé graphite te
deteriorate in value, but irbea light colors
r.re attempted thé resmit wili hé graphite only
ii naine, las compoaition will hé mainiy
semething else.

0f tata yeara thé adulturation ai graphité
bas heed Iargely practiced, thé adultérants
being charcoal, jampblaék and cheap blackt
lead net to mention steve poUash and fouadry
facings mixed in oul and sivyly foisted on thé
cenfiding painter. lu buyitn graphite deal
anly with reputahié, standard frm and buy
only thé best grade.

For métal. asurfaces, roofs and expoaid
structures of any kind, high grade gràphite
graund in pure linaeed ail affards a piement
af great tcnacity and durability .- Paintrls
Magazine.

Condition of Cattle in .Argentine.
Thé Chicago Drovera' Journal says: Cattie

in Argentine are aaid te hé in excellent con-
dition this year and fer thnt -rensen offer a
stronger cpinpetition with aur cattié in Brit-
islî markets. Théy are heing niariteted lu
larget numabers, aise. which indicate the.t
thé tradé is growing rapily. Thé expori-
mental shipments madeé a féw years ago were
flot very auccessful, bécausé thé cattle were
wîld aand thé warry and excitement of a long
voygemadetheri undesirabléon thé Londoa

are.Thé grazexs froni Argentina bavé
overcojiDo thîs w~ a large extent by domesticat-
ing their cattié so that théy feed well an thé
océan trip and are salable irbén they arrive
at thé port of dobaritation. Beinz urîtiréiy
grass-led and ai an uncertain brced théy
hardly cloes with good corn-ted steora fram
the United States, but tbéy zievértheless fil[
rip a hi g holc, in thé consumptivé demand
and so lessen the demand for aur cattie very
ouch.

The Commercial bas receivod a copy of thé
NVarwidk-shire Advertiser, ýVarwick,England,
containing a lecture by A. J. moMillan, on
-Mainitaba and its Dévelopment." Thé

lecturer déscribed Canada le general and
Mariteba la particular in very moderate
terras, avoiding extravagant or misleading
epressions, znch as tee citen aceaînpany
aimigration efforts.


