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ont tîme liaiis eft' ie great North SaskatclîeNwan, ami in
flic towmîl of'

'I'lIe town eof Southî Edlinenton is eue eof vers' recent
growtm, anmd iu renlity dates its birti frein the construc-
tion of thc railway t'roii Calgar'y te this point a litUie
ovex' tîrc years :îge. Beftre that tUnie enlly a fewv
lises -an(l iiot a plate of busines etf anyv kind cxisted
on1 its site. Its grewUvti freini îîotimg tîrc ycam's ago
te a towni et' f0< population te day is soinetlimg unusual
even lu thi, Ne'thiwest. At prcrimt iL lias about a
dlozen stor'es aund twice as inany eUmem' places of business,
including a comnîmîdieus liotel nuneli alîcad ef the
orinqmaiy tav'emn etf thec countr'y tewni. À fleur iii of
li.5) barcls a day capacity lias beeni added tue prescrit
3'ear, and a local lanid eflice is aIse situape lîeî'. The
town lias all Uie appec:ranmcc eof a timriý,ing business
peint (Iestiiic( seau te mise te tlîe imnpotancee eof a City
et' somec size. It lias a geo(i scîmool, well attended, and
tlic Ch uî'ch of Englamd, Pm'sbytcrians and heodO(ists
have aI e lurelx buildings te weî'ship) in.

The towu eof South EDmIoutenl lias a1 beautiful site on
tlîc very bank of tlîc Nor'th Saskatchiewan, and tîme
view deiva tic blufl'y bank ou whlich it stands 150 feet
te the (ep rapid r'iver beleov is eue net ofien te lie
equ:illcd. rilîcî tlîe vicw across tlîe r'iver te Ny'hex'e the
old town of Edmemîton pecî's at différîent points tlîroughl
tlîc bruslî and timiber îvNiiich Une tue stdep nerthcrn
bank of tte- stî'eam, sugégests tlîe theuglît that tlîe old
town is neax' and yet far' away. IL mequircs enly a t'ew
mnîutes te descend Uic sleping rond te tiie mmamgin et'
tîme ivater andi a 1'ew mnutes more is sufficient te croess
thie stî'cam b' te cable fer'ry. Tlien tîme ascent et'
uabout a hiaîf mile cf in up gr'ade brings te tx'aveller

TUEi crrY 0F EDMONTON.

Thiis fm'etier City at the prescrit day, is a stramîge
iiiixtni'e ot' evidences of' buhn progm'ess and enter-
prise amnd 01(1 pioncer state ef afl 'uirs. IImîlF~wiyiup tiie
steopî bank et' te river bet'ome tic tow'ul site pm'opeî' is
reaelîed 4spîll the 01(1 Judson's Bay Conpaiy's post, a
î'elice' ffermnex' days, wlmen trading -%vitî te fur lîntex'
%vas tîte business donc them'ein. Even iu the eity
pm'ecr înany of the stîeebuildings have the old pioncer
appcaî'ace about thein, and carry tic hîcavy and
vam'ied st'ocks caricd a, score of yeax's a9ge.

llaIt a dozen ycars ugo Edmonton censisted eof
bus 'ness buildings atnd residences dividcd into clusters
lecated ut a distatnce frmomn cadli ether, wluile tinîber,
brushi ami open space lay betwveu tiiese clusters.

In those days the population did net cxcecd six haun-
di-cd, but it lias new incrcased te nearly twe tlieusand,
amnd Ltme gaps bct%%,cmî the cluster's et' buildinigs are be-
in- gmadnally lilied up wvitIi structures et' a more
moneu type, giving the place altogetlier moere of a city
appcax'ance. Socicty is lu a mnueh better omganized
state tlian it is iii the newer towvns and villages of tie
far Northwest, and a systemu et' scîmeols fer the education
of the youtlî of tîme place have beemi organizcd and
weî'kimîg foi' quitc a nuni ber et' ycaî's, anîd is new beimîg
stcadilS -iidoed iii scolie te nicet tlîe deînands of an
incrcasing populationi. Chai-clmcs of différ'ent demiemin-
atiotîs of Clmistiaîîs have been ergaîîizcd fer ycars aIse,
and timere is uew ne namine for ecdier chînreli accoîno-
datiomn or cixureh privileges. Society lias here imi fact
a systemn of eî'ganizatien îvhicl is adaptcd te present
wants, and quite capable of being efflargcd to meet

ehano'inoe cireunmstaîces sucli as moi e rapid settUenieut
of' the suri-ouinCtg counîtry is sure to bring about.

TVhe brisiîes'i of' Edînonton is steadily iîîcrcasiiîg ivicli
tic settlement oe' c surrouninug country, manil Lucre
aire now' clo.ze upon one hutndrcd business places of'
eveî'y deCscriptionl. A ntimbur of' these are mercantile
liouses carrying (faite large stouks ani tlomg quite a
jobbing business with the traders, who go over the
country te the North a111( Iest. Now~ tlîat the city is
bcing liglitcd hy clectrieity it has rccived one eft'te
finislîing toucetes of modernprogî'css.

l'le counhtr'y around'(1 Edîouitoit is sui'passed by
no otîmer iu this wvorld for agrricultural riclîmess. TIe
soif e%,eryviere for nuanmy miles around is capable of'
producing any conimoâity suitable to a nortiiern lati-
tude, M~lille the abundance of pure wvater and timber,
amnd brush siielter pro±laimx it an unequalled diâtrict
forit, krismg A drive fromn the city out to the
little village and couvent 'of St. Albert, wviIl niake Uic
visiter sv '*e iii wonder at Uic Edenie beauty and ricli-
ness of what the ouitside world hav'e in years loolked
upon as a baarren anid inhlopitable hyperberean region.
Truly the country itround'-is a very paradise for tîme
agî'icultural ist.

Nature is prellile around Edmnonton in tinîber for
building and fuel purposes, but the locality is iu ne way
deperdamit for fuel upon a, tiniber supply. Ther, wvhole
country around is underlalu witl *a1 bcd of Iiigli grade
lig-nite coal, and at nuany places in the steep river'
baîîks quarries of tlmis valuiable fuel crop eut. No
great effor-t at organized Mnng lias as yet been xngède,
as tlîe local miarket is not yet large enougli te support
suecb, and frxiglmts te tic South are tee hc.avy te allow of
coal expem't. TI'le local prite is cxceedingly low, and(
depeuds almost entirely upen tic cest of diggimig it eut
of tic river bank, and lauimg it te the poinit of con-
suniption. Miniing te fill tlîe local deniand would flot
pay uxîder sucli cii cumstances.

But Edmentonî lias long been known acn a geld as wvcll
,as a ceai produciing regioxi. Many a tlîousand dollars
womth eor geld lias been wvaslied eut of tic sand in the
bed of t*ie Saskatchewvan in tlîis region, and eld pion.
cers wvitheut capital have mnade frein F13 te -$10 a day
at this wom'k and acceînplislied it willi tue nmost
primitive appliances. Even the agricultural settlers
of modern days have donc a littie iii tItis line, and not
a fewv poer fiarmers in their first struggles te get coini-
fertably settlcd eoi a prairie home have w'itlh the aid
of' thecir families and the niiost comxinonplace appliances,
i'uslicd enoughi of the shiffing metal froîxi the river
sands te supply time read3r cash ueessary te cari,-
theux througli uritil they ceuld -et re-turns fer their,
agricultural efferts.

Altegether tlîe Edmeonton district is one wvhere thle
poer pioncer Caui iii very feov ycars reacli a position ot'
independence, wvhichi lie could never reacli in ain ol
easteru home. One point oftcn advaned against tlic
E dmonxton coumntry -%vas its long distance fremn easterii
mnarkets, and the consequent hicavy freiglît charges <'ni
the farmers produets, especlilly on rougli grain lika.
onts and barley.. Te de awvay wvith tItis difficulty ii

. P. R. mnagers have gxcatly reduccd freight rares
on sucli produets geing te .tlie Pacifie ceast, and thire
tîte farmers of the Nortlm Saskatchewvan ceuntry lîr-ve
found a market fer muchi of timeir preduets, and real 'ze
prices fer tîme saille as geod as eau bc sceurcd in pla -es
litirdreds of miles niearcir toecastern markets. Therý is
undeubtedly a great future befere the Euo~u
district.


