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idea ta nînke the miistako of ruinllg tu
the oppositoe xtroîie; aîîd wvo wvuld net
bc xnalcing sianderous accusations if we
stated tlîat Sir John A. M1acDonaId's
Geverînneiit lîad fallen iiito this natural
mistake. Whîite the bulk of $100,000,
000 in înoncy, lands, 'vorks ..nd gvarati
tees lias Ucun expernded on the cosistructiua
of a transcontiniental raiilivay, less th .îa

onc-twventieth part of tliat umnoumt lias
been oxpended upeîî the iînpreveinent of
our wvaterways. It niiglit ]lave bciî
pehiey for the preserit (loverninent a ft:w
years ago, te maintaimi this centenpt for
the utility of tliese wvaterways, but tlie
tuine for persisting iii sudli a cours(! is
surely nt ant end niow. The coustruction
of tlîe O.P.R is fast approaclîing coîmp>lu
tien, and is iîow se far advnced, that tie
idea of usiiiý watcrways iii aur trans%çuî,
tinental liighw~ay is ne oîî iiecessai-y
the railway liaving, 'vith tlîe exception ef
a portion of the rond still unceîîtractcd on
the nori.li shoere of Lake Superier, stip-
plied aIl that water could ]lave deoic.
Tlierefore in thîrawing aside thîcir apathy
as te the value of aur Nortlîwcstcii2 water
stretchts, Sir Johnm's Coverînmcnt could
net new be accused ef adeptin g a sing-le
peint of the pelicy ef their predecessers ii
office. But by adepting a hUberai policy in
this respect thiey 'vould confer oreat ad
vantages on the Northiwest, and openî tp
channels of traffle wvhieli weuld prove
valuablp feeders te LIme 0P.11., anîd
grently swell tlie volume of its traffir.
Even if Lliey wverp deternimîed te follow
eut a pelicy of naking Nortliwe..terii pro-
gress subservient te castern intorcsts
the impreveient ef aur iiavigalIe strcains
wvould in îîo way interfere with tlîe saine,
but %vould only wvilen tlîe field fer easterr
eperatioîîs. It is to be lioped thînt the
visit of Sir ileetor ta th.e Norti-,wcst
will net be withiout profit ia Luis respect.
'Wlile tlîe Northwcst -, uld profit di-
rectly by any assistance gramitcd fer thîis
work freint Le Demninfon, Sir John's Gov-
erinent wvould ie doubt Uc guiners.
There are in thîls counîtry tliousaîîds of
the Premiier's former faithful follovers,
who are new shiaken iii tlieir fidelity Le
hirnself and luis party, but whe wvould
aîîly be tee rcady te mîgain drap imite lne
on his side, wcre tlîis and a few ether
conicessions made te tlîe Northwest, noane
of which wot-Id make any very licavy de-
mards upen thie Dominion Treasury. The
politien' glory, whii fer a titue dazzlcd
peeple, as the ('.P.RL went xnarching

across our prairies weativard at a startling
speed of construction, is neow rapidly bc-
conung diniii i the slow progress made
throughi Rocky 2itouîîtuii passes, and
soinetiigi is necessary now to revive its
brighitiiess in ttîîs portion of tie tumiin
Sir Jolvn canitut fiîîd a~ 1iotter proess uf
briglswîiiag tlîaii lin a puih.,y of iiiiprove-
tuenit of our Nortliwesterit watterway8.

The appeal of t1m peop!e of Emnerson
througi Sir Hlector Langevin tu the
.Domnion (jovernuinit for assistance in
the way of relieving thiat town of seute of
its present burden of debt. is certainly a
requcst. a'hich if acceded te, wvould, ae-
cordmng te the logtc of inany people. fur-
ilislh a v'ery dangerous precedleit, and en-
courage evcry reckless te wn corporation
or inunicîpahity te appeal to Ottawa for
the payiiiellt of debts, whichi wvre the
results of their own fol!y. It is astonushi-
ing lîov rcady wve are, wvlicti others app.'a1
for assistance, te recapitulate ail the folly
which nieccssi.tatedl the appeal being made,
aîîd *.ie struggliiîag town of Emnerson lia
auy nuiiîber of sucli Job's coniforters ai.
present, wlio are rcadv to show suncb syni.
patliy as the friend of humnanity extended
to the weary kr.iie griinder. le suchi
puple iii tlùs counîtry tUe old adage
about glass boeuses and stoite tlîrewing
lias a poerful îneaning at present.
for tiiere is nec use tryiiig to hIde the
faci., that luck more thîuî goed judgenîent
is te bc tlianked for etiier tewns iii thie
NL'ortlîwest escaping tho troubles of Eulxer-
son.

It is usual to look for a precedent iii
sucli cases as the appeal freint Emierson,
aîîd tliere iiced be ne dithiculty iii finding
plenty of tlîem. WVe may net fiid inaiiy
town or city corporationîs to refer to, but
wve cati find innuinerable instajices of
other appeais mucli lessjustifiîîble or cx-
pedieiit bcing acceded to. Even prov-
ines Cani chat ige su cli appeals ixito de-
rnands, like Quebec at last iiessioxi of tlîe
Dominion Pariamnent, and catch the car
ef the Ottawa Geo erimemit. A non-pay-
ing railwvay or saine other elephani. is a
conmun equivalent for Doininion favors,
and Enmerson is in a position to - rer bet-
tcr value in tis respect, tlîan the Do-
millio lias secured iii tlîe xost of its
diekers. Uîîfortuiately Emierson ducs
not posscss sufficient; Parlianieiîtary rep-
resentation te be able te baek up its
daims withl a thrcat of secessioa from,

eonfcdurntzoiî, or if it liad its succcss
weuld Uc certain.

WVe (le net ngreo withi the Free .Press
that netlin-i but Doiihmiion assistnce cani
savo E iiirsomi frontî repudiatien. The
tewn is able. te pay iLs debts if iL gets a
fair op 1.ortuaîiity. But a fait epporturàity
it canitot iaow get, fer it is ia mucli the
saine positiont tiant tieau of our unfortu-
tnte businmess meni were iii during the
present ýeak, iiaîinely, surrounded by a
circle of Iiuugry crediters, nîest of thcm
as unscrmpuleus as thîey are liungry,
wvhîse jcnlousy of ecd ethier prevents any
practical arrangemnt fer tlîe towii te pny
its debts. If tlie Dominion did net ad-
vance a dollar tu the tewx, its gunranteo
of the towii lioîds wauld bc suflicient te
ive Enmerson a chance, and enablo it te
get muey at mioderate, instend of crusli-
ing rates. W'itli sucli ant advantage Lucre
is ne feur, but in a very fewv years, Emer-
son wouîd bc eite of the nxost prosperous
towns in Mianitoba. It is te be hiopcd,
thierefore, thiat if the Domninien Gevera-
ment caniiot assume the debt ef Emerson
iL can, at leat, afferd serne kiad of a guar.
axîtee that; tvil give the tewn a chance ef
puying its debt.

THE WINNIPEG GRAIN INSPECTOR.
Thme Sùn, in criticisiag the action of

the WVinnipeg Board of Trade ia iîisisting

ripou a C.xrain Inispecter for this city,
thinks the Board toe hîasty, and suggests
delay until MNr. Van Hai2ie's visit te this
city teck place, aîîd, tvitli refreslîiîg cool-
nesq, adds, that it amatters net wvhen tuie
inspection takes place, if it Uc fer the in
tcrests of the North *c.3ttrn fariner.

Ive zînîy ilifé'in elle sun thzat the
Bloard took ne action iii thîls mnatter, until
the ger.,rail-Superiinteiideiit of tIme C.P.R.
refused te liteet wvith its celmmittec upon
Luis subject, a fact the Suiz seenîs te have
forgotten, althoughi reperted in its col-
unins. For the benefit of aur centempor-
ary'.s shoart neînary, we shiah mention that
Màr. Van Ilerne lias already cerne and
gamme, and no furthmer everture fer aimi-
-abUI arrangciîex:t lias bcen ever hinted
at by thmat gentleman.

We begto corrcctthestatement of tUe Sun
te the effcct tnît iL is of ne conscquence
Nvhptlier Mamiteba, grain is inspected here
or at Part Arthuer. Tlie Bloard of Trade
of the city of Winnipeg would certainly
forgs-t itsehf very mutât, if .conscnted te
the grain of this province being inspected
in any Ontario tewn. 'Manitoba grain
mnust Uc inspected and graded ia Mani-
teba, ov'ý if tUe Board have to pub-
licly praclajint grades fixed elsewhere
anauthorized and frauduknt,
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