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THE CRITI1C.

fron Thy omimie.]
HOW I SECURED A BONANZA.

Cuarter 11L.—Continued:

Browy started a gimo of forty-fives, over which ho and the miners wero
soon wrangling, while the young women with Ralph, Dave, Popsy and I
adjourned to Sw sitting roowm to indulge in a most exciting game of “who 1"

Dave who was quite a gullant in his way constituted himself master of

ceromonies, aud soon had us paired oft around tho table, taking care to place
the Porcupine on his left, It was my first introduction to tho game and as
it msy ba a local one, I will briefly describa it.
‘The dealer osked a question and delt himself a cavd faco upwards on the
tnble. Ho then in the same manner, delt tho cards around the board until
his card was matched. The porson matching being consilered to hnve
answared the question in the affivmative. 1o or sho then asked a question,
and in this simplo manuer the game went on. Hoearts, not cash are the
etakes played for, and the game ofton proves a conveniont vehiclo for the
timid swain to test the feelings of hia fair inamordta, Ralph was seated
noxt the younger daughter of our host, and was guilly of most eccentric
dealing, iv order to have his decidedly spoony questions answered by hor.
With David and the Porcupine, it was the old story, agd my fair partner's
whispered information that they were engaged was decidedly suporfluous,
‘The questions were often most comically answered and the mirth grew
uproatous. Occasiounlly, a brawny fist would come down on the table in
the other room with a thump, that sot the disles rattling, and proclaimed that
tho * five finger” had done its deadly work. AsI wished to wake some
purchasos at a little shop down tho road, I excused myself, with somo difii-
culty, and left them.to their innocent enjoynient.

CHAPLER 1V,
I CATCIl THE GOLD FEVER.

Slippivg out into the cold night air, I found that a heavy misy was falling
and that the darkness was intonse. I was hound for Mag DoYouny's, who
livod close by. She was proprietress of a small shop, and in addition to
her lawful husiness, managed to turn an honest (1) penny by selling liqnor
in defianco of the law. She was a widow, long past the prime of life, and
a typical Chezzotcooker. Tall und thin, with spatkling black eyes; and
sallow complexion, sho was the reverse of good looking, but her vivacity
and Joquacity were tremendous and made her a general favorite. As 1
opened the door and stepped into her kitchen there was a mowougary
commotion, follow~d by dead silence. The room was dense with tohacco
smoke and the fumes of airong liyuor were almost stifling. Seoveral miners
were in the voom, while Mag stood nsar the dresser looking painfully
frightened. Tho moment she recognized me she sprang joyfully forward,

“Glad to sce you, Mr. Spendall, 1 was afraid . you were some of the
temperancess spying round to inform on me. It's very hard when a poor
woman has to have spies set on her,” and she wrung my hand with her hard
long fingers until my oyes watered with the pain. :

‘ It's all right, boys,” she said, turning to the minors, and well filled
tumblers were at once drawn from their hiding places, while I was pressed
to * take suthin’,” an jnvitation 1 had sense enough to decline with thanks,

Mag had once been summoned for selling liquor without a license, and
had retained mo to defend her. L wasso far successful that she was fined,
and had, in addition, to pay my fee, but by a judicious nbuse of the magis-
trate and the informer, I soothed her feelings and we vemained the best of:
frieids. Taking a seat, I entered iuto a long conversation with the miners.
They were working on the Anderion propesty (sinco most profitably
developed), and gave mo glowing accounts of the richness of the leads they

had discovered. 1 had always looked on gold mining with great distrust,

but as [ listened, my distrust vanished, and before jong I was intensely
interested and filled with des'res to venture something in tho search for gold.
The miners evidently considered that they had struck a rich lead in me, and
were working it for all it war worth. They ware doing the talking and
drinking while I was footing the bill ; and, [ have no doubt, that if I could
have fulfilled ry share of tho contract thoy would still have beon talking
apd drinking in Mag's snug room. As it was lale, 1 stepped into the
adjoining shop and beckoned Mag to follow.

Chezzelcookers aro celobrated knitters of socks, guernseys and other
woolen goods, and Mag had a largo stock, from which 1 wished to solect my
winter's supply. ¢ Business was business” with her, and Ly the time I had
made my purchases and settled for them, hor oxira profits, 1 shrewdly
suspected, had more than balanced my feo. As I turned to go she called me
back and drew from her capacious pockets a large pieco of quartz and
handed it to me, It was <tudded with gold, some picces hoing of the
diameter of my thumb, and vu8 the finest specimen I had thon scon. As I
looked at it, a strange thrill shot through me. Here wasgold, the gold Ihad
so long toiled in vain for, and to bo had for tho digging ! If I could only
sscure the property that it come from my forlune wus assured. Mag's oyes
glittered most unnaturally and she was full of suppressed excitement.

¢¢ Where did you get it 1" I eagerly inquired. .

“ From Jako ehm's boy. He drop't in this ovening for a drink and
said that his father had found the lead and was going into Halifax in the
moraing to take it up. I coaxed him Lo lend me the mmple, and after first
making me promis not to toll his father, ho consented,”

*“ Where does Juko liva?l" Iasked, mentully determind to huut him up
at once, and if pos«ible purchaco an interest in his pruporty,

¢ Threo wiles from here, down near tho beach.”

(To be continued.)
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W. B. REYNOLDS & CO.

HEADQUARTERS IOR
Gold Mining Supplies,
Colliery Supplies,
Fishing Supplies,

—AND —

GENERAL HARDWARE

AT VERY LOWEST PRICES.

W, B. REYNOLDS & CO,
238, 240 and 242 Lower Water Street.

WM. STAIRS, SON & MORROW,
EALITAZ, N. 8.

HEADQUARTERS FOR

MOUNT VERNON COTTON DUCKS,
YARMOUTH COTTON DUCKS.

JOSEPHd GUNDRY & CO’S.

Lest Salnon ‘f'wine, R
Patent Top'd Salmon Twine,
Satmon Frawl Twine
Tr ut Twines,

Seal Twine, twisted,
Seat Srawl, do
Mackerel Twine,
Caplin Twines,

Mullett Twiues, llenlng)‘l\vluu.
Net Norsele, Net Matline,
Cotton Nete, Hemp Nets,

MULLEY SEINE NETTING; ENGILISH SEINE NETTING,

BUCHANAN'S Hand Line and Trawl Hooks
THE DARTMOUTH ROPE WORK CO’'S Pure Manilla Ttope, Sisal Rope, MM
Mauilla Rope, Henp Rope, Jobater Marline, eto., otc.

CORRESPONDENCE SOLICITED.

MACDONALD- & CO.

BRASS FOUNDERS,

STEAM & HOT WATER ENGINEERS,
~—MANUFACTURERS OF-—

STHAM ENG-IN‘.ES_.A.ND BOILEERS.
MINING MACHINERY PROMPTLY PROVIDED.

! o
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" MANUFACTURERS AND IMPURTERS OF

India Pale Ale and Porter;
ENGLISH ALE & BROWN STOUT. |
LOWER WATER STREET, HALIFAX,

-




