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110W 1 S MMUIED A IIONANZA.

Wlown atitrtedl a gmio of forty-iivcs, over whicli lio and the mnmers were
scnwrauglin~ Ivllie tho young i'oinîen ivith RI[lh, Davo, l>ops3 and 1

adjul Dd t lîlu itting moont te iudIIo in a Most oxciting gsmie of "%vîto 1",
L)ave who %vas quitu a gallint in hie way constituted hiisolf iinier of

Coe ouonea, anti Aoon hallil s liaired olf srotind tho table, fakiug care te place
the Porcupine on hlis loft. It %vas iny firat iutrodiiction te the gaute and as
iL tasy b. a local one, 1 Nvili hriofly tlcacribe lb.

The tlealer oakcdl a qtistion naud deit hituacîf a carîl face upwardsa on (lie
table. lin then in the saine mtanner, doit ilho cardsa rounrd the bourd iîntil
his carà wns inatched. Vin person mîateiming heing conisLlered to haive
answorecd the question in the alliriîntive. 11(i or sho thon rskedl n qîîestiohî,
ànul in this simple manuer the gaile %veut on. Hloartaq, ne. cash are the
etalces pluycd for, and the game often proves a convenient vohiclo for the
titiid swain to test the feelings of hia fair innmorih. Ralipli w'as seatcd
next the yoinger ditughter of our luoet, aud was guilty of inost eccontric
daaling, lu Ortler te bave Ibis decidedly spoony questions answered by lier.
WVith .David snd the I'orcupine, it %vas the old story, nild Muy fair partnber'
whispered informaition that. thoy were eugagod was decidodly suporfiuolts.
Trhe questions were often niait coinically stu8wered and the niirth grewv
tiproatous. Occasionslly, a brawuy fist would corne dowu on tlic table in
the othoerrooiii %ith a thtmip, that set the dimîtes tattlin, stud proclaimed that
the Il live linger" lind done its deadly %York. As I wvisled te unake sanie
pîîrchases lit a little slîop) down the road, I oxcîised îîîysolf, 'viti Qomo dliil.
culty, anti left then.o thoir innocent enjoynient.

QI1APTE-R IV.
i CATC11 IF G00W FEVEII.

S3lippitig ouît into the cold niglit air, 1 found thiat a lietiy hîtiab was falling-
and tiat the darknesl; was intense. 1 %ças hound for Mag DuYoun-g's, %vilo
livod close by. She wvas proprietresa of a samahl shop, nud in addition te
lier Iawful business, mnaged te ttîrn an honest (h penny by qelling liqîtor
in dd-isuco of the laiv. She was a %%idowv, long past te primie or life, and
a typical Chezzotcooker. Tai) and thin, ivitii sparkling black eyes, and
gailow complexion, Abe was the revers of od looking, but lier vivacity
and loquiacity 'ivere trenîeudoîia and mrade hor a -eneral fav~orite. AR 1
openied the door and{ stcppud into her L-itclien tiiore %vis a sitowueuLiry
commxotiou, f ollow-d by dcad silence. The rooni 'vas' dense %with tobatcco
smoice sud the fumîes of strong liquior were almnost 8tifling-. Sev'errl mineri
were in tho ron, while Mag stood nsar tiiQ dreà3er looking painfîîlly
frigiutened. Tho moment sho recognized nie sile sprang joyfuîlly forward.

"lGlati to ses you, Mtr. Spendall, 1 'vas afraid .yau wero sanie of the
toi3perancers spying round ta inforni on nme. Wt' very liard when a poor
womnan has te have spies set on bez," and she w.rung nîy hanci with ber hurd
long lingera until rny eyea watcred with the pain.

IIt's ail right, boys," site said, turning te the minoe, and wvell filled
tîixiblers wvere lit once drawn fromn their Itiding- places, whiie I ivas pres.qed
to " take sithin'," an invitation 1 hald sense enougli te decline %vitlx thnnkm.

lsig hall once be.en guinmolied for selling lîjuor ivithout a license, and
hadl retained nie te defend bier. I. was so far siccessftil thât she 1-etta lineo,
aind lhad, lu addition, Io pa niy for, but by a judicious aibuse of tf l îîsis-
Ivite and tho informer, 1 soothed ber feelings nui %ve rcîîîained the best of
friends. Tsking a seat, 1 entered iuta a logconveriation %with thn minets.
Tlîey were %vorking on t ho Anderton property (sinco inost prolitably
deqeloped), and gave nie glowing aîccouuts of the brichness of the lend'a they
lisd discovcred. 1 hiad nlways looked on gold niining wvith grent, distruit,
but as I iistened, iiiy distrutt v.rnished, and before Ion," t was intensely
inîeresttcd and ilced wvitl des*rcs te venture sornothiiug in tho searcl for goild.
,rite minera evidently considured that titpy liad strttck a- ricli lead lu nie, Aud
%vire working, it for ail it wvas wortlî. 'I'iîey iwere (loin-, the talking and
drinking while 1 %ras footing the bill ; aud, t bave no doîîbt. thtat if 1 could
]lave fulfilIed rny share of tho contr.tct thoy-woultl sf111 Iitve been t-ilking
n drinkilu in g' snisg roain. Ag it wa.s laie, 1 steoîped izit th
adjoining- ehop and bcckoned Xlqg t follow.

Chezzetcookers lire celebinted knitters of socks, guîernseys and othei
woiblen goads, anti M;Nng had n large stock, fira wiih Iwislied te select un3
wintet's sîupply. I Bsiness %vas business" with her, andI by the Lime 1 bird
miade Mny purchases and itettled for tlîom, lier extra profits, 1 shrawdl)
suspeeted, lîad nioro tin balanced niy fc. As I turned togo sIle e-illed uit
back and drow froni ber capacious îiockets a large piece or quartz and
handed it t0 nie. IL was -,tudfled %vitlî goid, soite pinces boing ci .!bî
diarneter of îny thumb, aud rials the finest specimen I had thon acon. As

-so long soiied in vain for, and te bo had for the digging 1 If 1 could only
eecure thre property that if. corne froin xny fortune %vas assurcd. 3Iag's oy*ý
glittored nîost unuaturally and she %vas full of supprcsqsed exeitornent.

Ir IVhors did you -et it " 1 nAgerly inqîîired.
"Front Jake fleltn'a boy. le drop'L in this ovening for a drink aud

eaid thet ]lis father hird fôund te le-id ind iras going juta Halifax in th(
xnorning te take i. uj>. 1 conxed hM ta lond nie the sunjule, and afler firmi
xnaking mue proînib not te tell luis fither, lie consented."

.4Where dors Jako uli 1 Lqcd, mentuiky cletermind to hunit hlm îîç
at once, and if postible prîrcbsse au interemt in bis î'ruporty.

"'Thic muiles front bocre, down near tho beaclt."'
<To bde coibiinudd.)
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