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well for its futuro succoss and influence. Thero wore present H. S. Pools,
F. G. 8., A. it. . M., Acadn Caal Co., Stellarton ; John E. Hardmen, 5.
B., Oldham Gold Co; Georgo Stuart, Duncan McDonald, James Baird,
Wi, Swmaill, Chas. Archibald, R. II Brown, R. G. Leckie, J. R. Lithgow,
E. Gilpin, Jr., J. . Reid, C. E. Willis, G. J. Partington, Howard Clsrko,
B. C. Wi.con, J. H. Austen, F. Taylor, Capt. G. McDuff, T. R, Gue, Goo.
E. Francklyn, W. X. Huggivs and [, M. Wyldo, secrotary. Mr. Leckio
gaid that in referonce to ‘hio suggestion contained in Mr, Boll's letler, that
an excursion of tho American institute of mining ongineers be organized
to visit Nova Scotis, ho was s‘rongly of the opinion that it was the very
worst soason of tho yonr to visit Nova Scotia and to examine its varied and
excellont resources, Wo all know how difficult it is to travel in Fobiuary,
and bo had known some friends of his to bo delayed for a week on account
of n storm at that season of the year. He himso!f had beon delayed, und
thought it would bo unpleasant to have s large number of ladies and gontle-
mon buried in a snow drift, with nothing to eat or drink, Then we should
have no way to ontertsin them hero ; tha days are too short, roads bad, and
nothing going on. That was why he moved the followirg resolution.
which was seconded by Mr. J. E. Tlardman and passed unsnimously ; * That
while acknowledgiog with pleasuro the interest entortained by the Quebec
Miping aesociation in the mining industries of this provinze, and also
expressing our most cordial desiro to again entertain the mombers of the
American !nstitute of Mining Engineers in Nova Scotia at a suitable and
convenient soason of the year: Resolved, that in the opinion of the mem-
bors of this society the month ¢f February would be a iost unfaversblo
season to view the varied resources of this province, and also that the difli-
culties and uncertainties of travelling aro great at that period of tho year.
Further, that the ropresontatives of this socicty lo tho Montresl coavention
be, and they are requested to consult with the «flicials of the American
Institute of Miniog Enginoers, with a view to Loldiug their sutumn mee.ing
hore next yoar.”

It wag moved by J. E. Hardman and eeconded by Chas. Archibald as
follows:—*In view ‘of the importsnce of the February mcoting in the
matter of legislation affecting mines, this society deems it wiso and expedient
that tho provincial government should be ropresented at the meeting:
Therefore be it resolved that the eecretary is hereby instructed to
commmunica‘*e with the hon comuwissivner of public works and mines and to
request, on bohalf of tho society, that Dr. Gilpin be appointed tho official
roprosentative of tho province at that meeting ™  Papers on * Lato modifi-
cation of coal mining in Nova Scotia " were read by Mr. Charles Archiba'd,
managor Gowrie Coal Miniog Company, Cow Bay C. B.; Mr Jawes Baird
manager Canada Coal Crmpany, Joggins Mines, N. S, and by Mr. H 8
Poole, for J. G. Rutherford, asst. general mansger Acadia Ccal Company,
Stellarton, N. 8. All of the above papers will be printed in the Mining
Society's roport.

Tho sworn gold returns at the mines office and the statistics based on
them are in tho main fairly correct, but in some instances there is a strong
suspicion that thoy bave been docfored by mine owners fur various reasous,
snd rumors loud and dzep continually reach us that the act is boing evaded.
Tho:o may bo all wrong and simply nn oxpre:sivn of malico, but there
would bardly bo 8o much smoko without sowo fire, and it behooves the
dopartmont of mines to romove all cause or possibility of such misunder-
standing by a strict enforcement of the mines regulation act, and a rigid
inspection of go'd mines and mining accounts. 'The leading officials in the
department arc now overworked, and wo wish in no way to add to their
burdens, thersfore we advocate the appointment of a special inspector tu
dovoto ali his time and attention to gold mines. It now appears probable
that a large amount of capital will bo invested in our gold mines during the
coming year, and the inspector wi'l have abundant work to uccupy his time.
A conscientious official will bo ablo to remedy many abuses, and bo of
bouefit bo h to the goveroment and the honest pold miner. Dame rumor
has it that in tho past, and at present, the returns are doctored fur various
reasons, nono of them with the intent of defrauding the Government vut of
the small royalty exacted, as it is hinted that, with tho idea of working up
a salo, the roturns have in somo instances been made much larger than they
really wero, tho small extra amount paid in royalty boing returned a thou-
sand fold by the sa o of the mine. ‘Then again when suits wore pending
that might result in tho loss of the mines to the occupiors ond workers, it
hes been claimed that the returns havo been made much below the actual
figures, and tho samo stato of aflairs is supposed to exist whero parties wished
to bear districts and eccure adjoining properties for little or nothing. In
still othor cases tho correct amount of gold is roturned, but less
tons of quertz, and in this way tho yinld of gold per ton of quariz is
largely increased. Itistruo thst tho roturns are all aworn to, but thero
aro doubtless ways by which upscrupulous men could ovado tho strict
requiremonts of tho act and still not disturb their consciences. It would
therefore bo better for all concerned if evasions cf the act wore made hazard-
ous by frequent inspections, and that gold mining roturns and statistics
woro placed in the samo unquestionable position with coal retusns.

QuaxTiTIVE DETERMNINATION OF LEAD.—In tho Journal of tho Garman
Chemical Society, Dr. Medicus describos his mothod of qusntitively detor-
mining the lead in galoma. After converting tho lead into chloride he
dissolves tho chloride in potash-lye and passes a current of carbonic acid
through tho solution for two hours. The precipitated carbonato is filtered
off, washed, dissolved in nitric acid and the lead is thenm precipitated
olectrolytically as peroxide. Dr. Med.cus also describes his method of
precipitating lead trom the alkaline rolution as peroxido by means of bro-
mine, Tho chlorido is dissolved as beforo in potash-lye, and the solution
is poured into a flask and the neck closed by a cork which has two perfora-

tiona for the introduction and cscape of gas. A slow current of gaseous
bromine is then passed through the entrance tube above thoe liquid, whish
during tho uperation is gently heated. Tho bromine i readily absorbed
and tho lond is doposited as peroxide. The filtration ie boest offected by
exhaustion through finely divided asbestos botweon two discs of asbestos
papor. ’

Ontario.—~The first annual report of the new mining burcan has just
been issued., Tho total valuo of the mineral products of Ontario for the
year 1891, aceording to the estimates given ia tho report were only 4,705,-
673. Some of the princiSal items aro as follows: Phosphate, 850,800 ; salt,
$157,000; mica, §31,200; silver, £64,4756; potroleum, $1,209 6558; sud
pickel, 324 240. This is a very poor showing in viow of tho oxtent and
variety of tho mineral resourcos of the province. But it is almost impossible
to interest (anadian capitalists in mining enterprises right at their very
doors, and instead of offering ¢pecial inducemeonts for outside capialists to
como in and develop our mines, the Ontario Governmént has enacted
restr.ctivo legislotion, putting a royalty on ores. The effect of this short-
sighted policy 18 quite apparent in this district. Since the new law was
passed, nuw over eighteen months ago, not asingle now company has started
apy ac ual mining operations here, and vory little development work of any
kmd has been done. Capital bas beon frightened away, even though the
roya'ty i8 not 1o bo exacted for a number of yesrs on any of the mines, and
tho greater patt ¢f the nickel 1ango was bought up bofore the new law came
into forco.

But in epite of ad such artificial obstructions, things are beginning to
look up in mining here this fall, with the prospects of considersble activity
i the spning. The main csute of this wolcomo change is no doubt the
increasing demand for mickel. The British Admiralty has been experi-
menting largely of late with nicke! asmor for the numerous battle ships new
in procees of copsiruction. Such armor has been proved to bo d stinctly
superior to ordinary aleel plates,and especially when used in thicknesses of 3
or 4 inches, according to & memorsndum published by Lord George Hamil-
ton for the guidapeo of the Imperial Parliament in voting the supplies for
the Admirs ty this year Beeides, mining men in the United States and
csewhero aro begiuning to hnow that a great many firat class nickel pro-
porties are still to be had hero, which are free from government royaltios or
conditions of any kind.

Coming to tho mines, tho smelter at the Coppercliff was closed down
last week for repairs, a very large rock houso has been erected at the Stobie,
and a shaft house is being built at the Davis mine. All the other mines ara
working os usual, some of them with an increseed number of hands —2'%e
Lngineering and Aining Journal.

If you are at all curious to try somethin§ vew, write Percy J. L. Lear, Atlantic Cigar
Maoufacturing Assaciation, 221 Barrington St, Halifax, for particulare.
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