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THE CRITIC

COMMERCIAL.

Business in general has been rather lees activo during the past week than
it was proviouely, but in somo lines a very fair volume of trado transpired.
This is, however, sn inferin period, when formere, admonieched by the
npposranco of beavier frosts, ate fully engsgoed in garnering their crops, and
bave no time or attention to eparo for ¢ dickerirg.” A weck or two will end
this, and tho prospeocts for a large sovival of trado Lhen aro excellont.

Tho potato exporting business, eepecislly that with Cuba, is in an avoma-
lous potition just now, Tho dutics on potatoes enteting the Umited States
aro 62 cents per bano). In Cuba they aro 8$1.40, except when imported
from tho States, when, under Blaino's reciprocity treaty, they oro freo. Many
of our large producers and shippers had, cunsequently, arranged to skip
their preducoe herco to Cuba ria the States, paying the Amcrican duty, and
then baving them forwarded as Amorican geode. This ai rulivg rates
promiced to leavo a margin of prufit. But New York is the only convenient
port in tho United States st which this operation can bo carriod on.  Now,
on account of the chclera seare, Now York imports hivo been forbidden to
enter Cubo, snd this threatened to put a stop to tho cnterprise, . Tho effoct
is uncertsin es yet. Tho problow e this—is the Antillian demand for pota-
tocs so urgent that thoso markets will bosr an advance cquivalent to at loast
20 cents a bushel in tho faco of the freo importation of American potatoes
shippod from U. 8. ports south of New York, which have not been embar-
goed, or will they not? If they will wo can ship direct, despite the virtually
prohibitory Cuban tariff, and tho prico of potatoes hero must considerably
sdvanco. If they will not, our very Jarge crop this yesr 1aust, to a consid-
erablo oxtent romain at home, and tho inovitable tendency will be towards
much lower figores than havo ruled for a long time. It is to be regrotted
that the efforts of Sir Charles Tupper oud of Mipistor Foster to
induco tho government of tho Spenish West Indies to plsce Canada on on
equal feoting with the United Statos in regard to trade rclations have not
proved mire successful, asa vory imporlant and promising trade is thus vory
seriously menacod with destruction.

Remittances continue to bo fair and they are expected to improve as farm
products are more freely marketed.

Thore is a theory that mackorel have habits in one respect like thoss of
galmop, that they roam about in distinct bands, cack haviog its own torri-
tory, and not encrosching on tho ro8lms of other bands, The experience of
the past few yecars would seem to give a color to this conjecture, If the
pasticular brands thst formerly frequented our shores have been so
thoroughly fished out that very few of them romain, this fishery 18 practi
cally killed for the preeont, snd only tho most stringent regulations sgainst
taking, haviog them in poeseeeion or selling tLium, snd united a tion on the
part of the authorities of both Usnada and the United States, can provent
their total extinction and give the few that now sutvive a chance to refill
our waters with their kind.

Bradstreet’s veport of the week’s failures :—

Week Previous Weeks corresponding
Sept. 23, week, ﬁ—Segt. g -
892 890

1 1891 1889
United States ...174 230 179 180
Capada.c.ieoas.. ]

P 18 34 31 32

Dry Goops —The odvent of colder weather hes elimulated the enquiry
for fall and winter goods, end our wholesslors bave been kept very busy
in filling orders recoived Loth from travellers and direct from country
merchaots, Many of the orders are of a sorting-up character , s:ill, country
dealers who bave delayed stocking up as loog as was possible are now
hastening to fill theit shelves in anticipation of the active demand that the
large crops warrant them in expecting. Our reteilers find trade brisk in all
heavy textile lines. In short tho dry goods business is pretty lively 2l
over and prices continuo very firm,

Breapsturrs —The local flour market continues easy, and thero has
heen nothing in the way of important or numerous transactivns to distinguish
this week from its predecessors. Prices are at rathor a Jower level in some
lines, ard sre generally more favorable to buyers than they were. In feod
thore is no change to repoit, but prices aro firmer in bran and shorts thsn
they wero. Oatmeal stocks are light, and coneequently prices are firm under
a fair Jocal demand. Beorbohm's cable reports wheat and corn steadily held,
Liverpool, spot wheat moderato demand; do. corn firm but not active.
French country markets steady., In Chicago the wheat market has chown
contintved sirength ard activity and has advanced about a cent, The advance
woe slarted by local operators, who resliza that prices axe so low that the
market is largely cversold by receivers and elevator companies, who havo
sold coniract wkeat against their holdings of inferior grades. The {rado bas
been so long depreesed that the advance takes the bulls by surprise. Even
tbey question whether the advance will hold.

Provistons.—There is no change to report in the local provision market,
All lines continue to move out in a eatisfactory jobbing manner. Prices are
unchanged ¢o far 88 numeral expressions go, but those quoted aro not so
unyielding as nct to beehaded fcr a round lot.  Tho Montresl Trade Bulletin
reports :—*“ In potk the market bas been quiet during the week, Canada
short cut having sold at 816 to $16.50, choice heavy mess selling for moro
money. Chicago regular mess pork has been transacted et within rango of
quotatione. Advices from Toronto and other weetern centres stato that
ample supplies of pork product bave been left over from last season, and
that buyers of hogs thero ore not likely to bo early oporators this year. In
lard a fair business has transpired at 81.40 to $1.45 per pail of 20 1bs, for
compound, although a large lot could be had at §1.35. Tkere is an increasing
enquiry for leaf lard. Smoked meats meet with good enquiry, and
dealers report a satisfactory volumo of trade at sieady prices. A round lot
of sugar-cured city hams in hogeheads was placed at 10%:., buf it is said
that 1lc. is the lowest figure now, Qanned meats aro in good domand.”
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Burrsr.—Tho local eupply of tho lowor grades incroases somewhat, by
doos not coso prices for good butter. Choico dairy tub and select sty
packed butter are wanted, and find shoit stay in storo, being readily tike
up as soon as receivod. ‘The prico fur such butter is firm at 190, to .,
ond this prico would stand a consider.blo acceesion to tho supply bofuin
would give way. Common to gocd butter is worth 150. to 18c., and |4
grades tsken down to 12c. A Montreal report is as follows :—* Tho fiq
tono reported by us 1 st woek bas boon mointained, and despito the roporey
irahility of shippors to yay cortsin prices they have gune oud paid e,
and have oven paid bigher prices in the country than they would hei,
Thoe enquiry has beon pretty activo during tho past weok, and quito a nuniby
of sales havo taken placo for export acceunt. Choico Iato mado cream. ny
havo been placod at 22c. to 22}c., whilo as high as 23c, has beon paul
balance of senson’s make of certain pot factorios. Shippers have alsy Les
toking finest fall Eastorn Townships dairics at 19¢, to 194c., as high as 2
having been paid for fancy fall ends, Sales have also beon mado of Eawr
Townships at 18¢. to 133:. in tub luts for the Newfourdland trade.
Wostern butter oxportors havo taken hold et 173c. for fino datries, atd an
offering thst figurs for more.’ A Lonlon, G. B., lotlor says;—* T,
peculiar position buttor cccupics in our mwarkets has been amply indist g
by tho progress of ovents recontly, After a buay timo came 8 poiiud
abnormal depression, then of stagnation, and now tho market hos bey
striding up until positivo oxcitoment cxiste, which the impoasibility
tolling at what perfod wo may be suddonly flnoded with eupplies from ik
Continont makes it unwiso o cffer any prediction about, except that it is,u
far as anything in humsn ken can bo, almost cortain no halt will be cilie
for, at acy rato, a week or two.  Our old friend Denmark is agun jubilatg
and tho quotalion committeo can offyrd to grin, as thoir runaiog up prics
to 1223. hae awakened no resentmont here, buyers being only too snxisusy
lay their bands oa parcels which do not wait long for customors, but ay
bustled from quay to shop with a rapidity which sellers of other prode -
admiro and onvy, It is said Danish will bo worth 124s. next woek, st
meanwhile I'rench and Amorican go on advancing, baskots of Normand;
appreciating 4s. per cwt. to 1183, whilo the latter is freely saleable rumi
S)Oi«y(.l A glanco at our imports will show the commanding position Deomst
holde.
command. Margarine is an attendant sprite of bulter, which always shur
in her suporior’s fortune, good or bad, and this wook tho fact is showa i
the up-grade movemont of tho substitute, which is selling for finost wy
up above inforior butter but a short while back. Moro than ovor therois
run upon it. Woaro getting groat eatars of the shaw article, which is re..
far supotior to much of tho real. In the cicht months just eaded w
imported 830,788 cwte. of margarine, against 807,288 in 1891, and 687.2;!
in 1890. The declared value this yesr is over two millions and a quir
sterling.”

Cueese —The local cheeso market is unchanged.
is is only of a ecaltored scrt of what can be picked up at a figure whd
leaves & margin on the limits allowed,
in their feelings as regsrds strictly finest stock, snd to move it full pric.as:
necessitated, Somo shipmonts have been msdo from Nova Scotia factosiest
Eogland, but the bulk of tbis seacon’s mako still remsins in first hanly
which hold it firmly. Montreal reports :—* The markot is quiot at il
moment but firm.
and lato August mako, was sold at the bost at 103c. to 104c., and wouldi
dicate a protty strong market on spot. Finest Wostern Sepiember checsss
quoted at 104c to 10§c., while some holders refuse to aell finest colon:
Septembors uader 105¢.  Buyiog has haea pretty activein the couatry,act
a8 wo stated Ja-t week the bulk of the cheeso cast of Toronto has passed i
dealera’ and shippers’ bands.

was at the beginning of the weok, notwithstanding that prices in Liverpo..
according to the public cable, havo advanced 23, to 48s., and this in face d
largo and accumulating stocks roported on the other side. If tho inarkety
going up on short sales, the vutlook is not as healthy as it might be, altheud
at tho moment thoro scerns to bo a goeral fecling of strenpth.” A Lad
correspondent writes :—** Cheoso is quiot at ratesup to 49s. and Su. 3
choice parcols. Not much is doing, bayers baving filled for tho prose:

but gellers know an active consumption is in progross, and togethor with!f -
firm cables this keeps thom from pressing sales, so that transactions, whj :
rocorded, are at firm rates. Someo low down American is being practica

given away in London aud Liverpool, but there are no anxious recipias

Finoe parcels that shads the quotstions are more readily picked up, and w.i§=:

She literally rules the roost, and we aro her moest humble servantstf

What business thenL ]

Holdors, however, show no chaog}

The French cheese, which comprised oarly Septemb].

In spite of tho appsrently firm undertons o
the market, someo are of opinion that the feeling here is not as strong =3
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a cortitude now that the English mike is vary short, thera should bs
downwardation.”

Eoas continue in fair supply in this market, but the demand has sl
oned off considerably. Country buyers stato that the hens ate laying fen
oggs sinco the cool woather his sot in. Tho market is firmer, and resl

choico fresh receipts bring l4c. to 15c., whilo the ordin. v run of fr ,
In L.ndon small lendings . * ioe .ot e

stock commands 12¢c. to 13c.
demand have sent up the prico of eggs 61. for finos'. sclections or 4talu:
pow quoted 8s. 3d., and the rangn is frum Js. 6d. for \3:rmans, 1o 9. 3.
Fronch—top price. In Livarpuol, prices romain as last week, Canaldi
arriving in fair condition going ateadily into censum-tion. Thoy aro bf

ing tho pull sgainst Irish, which are coming to iand just now hoary v g

g

ago. In Glasgow, I am informed, the Canadians row arriving are showid 7

splendid quality, and unpacking hsudsomely, so “hat complainers of rew- j"::

date aro somowhat mollitied. Duf things are very dull there in this deprf-:§

mont, and with good suppiics from olsowhoro a Jdall demand koops pricay, <3

Gs. to G3. 6d. for the Canadians.

Tho werit of Mood's Sarsaparilla is not accldental but is tho zesult of careful ¢:3 %4

and exporiinent by educated phiarwacists,




