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have nothing to lovk forwand to but wicek or starvation.  Thore i< no exeape,
Tho sva, therefore, wa< impas<able, gl by land there was no road, W\ trach-
Jess Torest fay betweenn Beaubasein aml tho bl of Cobequid Bay 5 another
jpervened botween this puint and  the apper Shubenacadie, and still a
tard bedween that Riverund the valley which lies between the North and
sonti mountaivt,  The winter had been «evere,  The suow lay deep in the
weo I Mountain tanges, with deep gorges worn i their sides by deseond
g wrrents, tidal aivers open nt their mouths, and to by crossed only on
thes upper watets, where bridged by the frost, presented gbstacles to an
enetny which, thought Noble, surely, matne s only would encounter.  The
Awttest Jamd 1oute betwean Beanbassin and Minax, allowing for the neces
aty of crossing the streas alive the tlow of the tide, was well un to 200
wiles 1 longth, This was what intesvened hetweann Col. Noble at Minas
and Dellamesay at Beanbassing The same canses whieh, in ki< mind, ren-

_buted,
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iad to enconntor, ho wmight have heon exeused if ho had folt a little discon-
corted at the inzrewed difficulty of the task that lay beforo him; but he
seeins never Lo have quailed,

From his Acadian friends he learned how tho British soldiers wero distri-
His furce ho conajderod typ sl to permit of an attack on all the
twenty forr honaes at the sune time. e, thorefore, selocted ton of the nuw.
"ber which wern either yecupied by officers, ovin which officers lodged. Ho

sdivided his followers o ten detachments, with o captain at the head ot

wiehy, and, to cach detachment, hoallotted otio or mote of his Pisiquid recruite
1o guide it to the howso it was to attack.  In ten divisions, therefure, the
ety ot out from Piddquid about midnight, in a blinding snow storm,
Plley veachied e Gasperean about 2 o'cloct in the morning  They ware
‘now  within 4 mile of Grand Pre; it was still snowing as hard as over.
CThis was a most Jueky thing for them.  Even at that eatly hour, if the

dered it impracticable to proceed to Beaulmssing seenred hiw, he belioved, {sky  liul been elear, the mevement of a_largo body of mon could hirdly

teotu attuck where ho was,
e ddetachment were at Quebee,  Stilly, he was not wholly neglectful of
lus postion 11t the midst of a disallected people.  Tu tho letter o Masea-
nue, from which wo have alteady quoted, he says that he kept & body of
seotite busy in 1ecotinoitening tho neighboring villages, sv ns to guard against
pesetble dunger.  And on tho very day after ho wroto that letter, he, for sotie
peasont that dows not wppear, moved the main guacd, which hiad beess till then
dqationied at the house whera ho hinwelf was quartered, to the stone
house n which the eannon were mounted.  Littlo idea had he, when he
teek that step, of the frightiul dissster which was to fall upon him within
the peat twenty-four hours,

Tet us now shift the seene for a little, und enyuire what the French
were about while the Provineials were settling themsolves down comtont-
ably e theit winter quarters at Minas,

DeBamesasy had still with him ot Besubawsin a part of the foree that ho
had condueted to that place on his retirement fromg Annapolis.  On the sth
Jopuary, an Acadinn from Minas anived at Beaubassing  From him
Deltunesay learned that a body of 250 soldiers from Now Englawd had
atnived at Grand Pre, and had quartered themselves thero for the winter,
with the tutention of building block houses, and fortitying thenselvas in
the spribg. that the Acadians had moved out of a nutmber of their” houses,
aud handed them over to tho soldiers, who were dispersed all over the vil
lige. Then occurred to DeRlamcsay one of the boldest enterprises that
Iistuty records.  He called a4 council of his officers, laid his plaus betore
them, and obtuined their approsal.  Unfortunately for himsolf, he was
unable to take part personally in the excention of his project.  Ho hiad, on his
tehieat Srom Annapolis, in the previous suminer soverely injured his knee
cap, aned ho was still unuble to march, but his xecond in command, Captain
tvuton DeVilliors, us brave and brillinut o soldier as himmelf, hoth tine
speaimens of French chivalry. readily undertook the task which his superior
olicer was teluctantly obliged to forego.  Tho plan was to send a detach-
ment of 300 men, 240 of them heing Canndians, the rest Indians, on snow
shues, with provisions ou their backy, to surprise, and if possible, capture
the force, supposed to be 250 mow, scattered in the ditterent houses along
the Ingh 1oad at Grand Pré. 1o four days the expedition was ready.  They
set vut on theit ardugus march on the 12th Junuary, They carried nu
tente with  them.  They had  wo shelter at night from the oxtreme
wid uf a Nova Scotiun winter, except what they derived from holes in the
stow, scoupied vut with theirsnow shoes.  They hbegau their daily march at
catly dawn,  ‘They kept on all day through the trackiess forest, and some-
tiwes, whon the chamcter of the ground permitted, they prolongsd their
march to a Jate hour of the night.  They had little time during tho day to
warm the frozen foud thoy carried vn their backs. At nights they kindled
fies, by which they condd thaw und cook it: but after & Joug and weary
march all day, they wers too tired and sleepy to spoud muea timo in this
proves<.  Many o meel they made on food thawed in their mouths, Vet
these men nover thached from theirtask. Over the high mountains and deep
gurges of the Cobequids, across rushing torrouts descending from the moun-
i sides, ever rocks und windialls, all the way to the head of Cobeguid
Bay, then up what is now North River, to a point above the tide, thencee
vier what we call Saulmon River, and to tho waters of the Shubcenacadie
Abuse the tide, thenes over the lofty hills and across the deep valleys of
what 15 now Fastern Hante, they pursued their toilsome mureh till at last
they emerged on the level country in the ueighbourhood of Pisiquid (now
Windsory.  Ln all this loug journey, except at the head of Cobequid Day,
at what 15 now “Truvy, there was not a sottler to ho found ; but when they
teached Pisiguid, thoy were amouy friends. But they were tou wary to
trust cven friends,  They arnved ot Pigiguid at halfpast nine o’clock on
the mutning of Fiaday, the 31st Junnary, uud their first act was to place
suands on every a10ad Jeading to Minas, so0 as to prevent any intelligence of
thew arrtval from vesching the British comumuder,  Thoy rvested all day ot
Pivvgand awong their Acadian friends, who treated them kindly.  Of these
live and twenty volunteered to join the expedition.  Coulon now learned to
Ins anazement that the British force, instead of consisting of 230 men, as
the habutant from Minas had informed Delimnesay, was really over double
Ut number. A furious snow storin was raging when the oxpedition
arnved at Pisigquid, which lagted all that day, nnd a geeat part of th uext,
Duiings the thirty hours that the storm raged, at least four feot of fresh snow
fell, uver ground deeply covered by provious storms. The roads at Miuas
were complotely blocked, and there was no comsnuuication between the dif-
ferent houses occupied by the Biritish troops.

When Coulon, ot Pisiquid, discovered the numbers of the enemy he

e had ae jicthe to dread from LeRamesay a4 if have ceeaped notice, imt in the storm the French approached Grind Pre

without being seen by anybody  Not the slightest suspicion had the Brit.
. 1sh troops of any enomy heinyg within o hundred miles of them,

Conlon had reserved for attack by the party hoe head. d, the house vccu-
pivd by Col. Noble, and some four or five subordinate officers, o was
guided to the spot by uno of his Pisiquid Acadisus, The sentry was at his
post, but the fulling snow prevented lhim from seoing the party approaching
tho houss ho was gtarding,  ‘Tho fiest notice of the attack was a shot which
killed the seutinel,  Then came a series of discharges of firearms
vn this and the othier houses selected for atlack. Noblo and his oflicors, who
wero in bed and asleop when the lirst shot was fired, junped up at once
and soized their arms,  In wnoment tho door was smashed open and the
struggle began.  ‘The ofticors fought in theiv shirts, as they had sprung from
their beds,  Presently, Noblo recoived two severo flesh wounds, The blood
spurted from his wounds, and ho began to feol fuint. ‘The asailants
observing that he was dixabled, called to him by namoe to come out,

promising to give him quarter,  Me rofused to do sv, and had already
roturned the fire threo times, when a hullet entered his forehoad. He foll
to the floor, and died instantly. His brother was killed at the same time.
Meanwhile, Coulon, who led the attack, had been shot through the arm, and
fainting from low of Wood, had been carried to the Gasporeau, where tho
French surgeon atiended him. M. do la Corne succeeded to tho command,
The stenggle for the possession of the house continued. At last o Ia Corno
and his troops forced their way in, aud made prisoners of all the iumates
that still survived. Ons youuy licutenaut, a nephew of Lord Lechmere,
who was coutined to his bed by a fever, was shot where ho lay. Ano-
ther Licutenant, attompting to escapo from the house, had # bayonet thrust
througle his heart.  Capt Howe, who had been sent u]) from Annapolis to
carry out the armngoments mado for provisionjog the troops, uud who
lodged in the house with Cul. Noble, was sevorely wounded by a shot
thiough thoe arw,

Meanswhile, the other houses that had been marked for destruction, had
beon taken, ull oxeept oune, in which there was a cannon. A number of
Iudians werv engaged in the attack on this house, but four of them were
killed by the first discharge of the caunnon : tho vest immediatoly aban-
jdoned the attack, and the house escaped.

1 the meantime the alarm spread to the Louses not selocted for attack,
‘The soldiers who wero lodged in them rushed to tho assistancoe of their com-
‘rades.  But what could men do with four feet of snow to impede their
movemeuts?  Noble had brought snow shoes with his mon from Annapolis,
but by an unlucky mischance, had left them in the vessels, aud he could not
get at them, except by cutting through the ranks of the onemy. ‘The Evglish
then made an attack on the house now cccupied by La Corne, whero their
dead Coloucel lay, in hopes to recapture it. « But in tho meantime La Corne
"had received a stroug reinforcoment, aud was able to repel the attack. The
Provincials then made for the stous huuse, which contained the cannon,
resolved on a stand thero ; but the house was too small for so large a num-
ber, which still amounted to over 350, A detachment of some 200 of them
shortly afterwards sallied out of the houss, aud charged a body of French.
‘They tought bravely, though up to their armpits in snow. From hulf-past
three in the worning till half-past three in the afterncon the battle raged.
For twelve long hours these puor people, many of thew ouly half clad,
all without food sinco the night before, fought their foe.

Meanwhile, poor Howe, who was a prisoner in Coulon's hands, was like
to die from loss of blood. The French surgeon was attending Coulon and
other wounded men at Gaspereau.  La Corne pitying Howe, who was really
a nou-comnbatant, cousented, at his request, to send a flag to the stone house
to ask leave for the British surgeon to come over to dress his wound, and
suggesting o suspension of arms till the surgeon should return. This was
about half-past three. The request was granted, and the surgeon sent. Ho was
soon ready to return, But 1n ths meantime the British in the stone house
took stock of their situation. Of their ammuuition they had left ouly
vight rouuds of powder, aud a3 many of halls. Their stores of provisions,
and all the other munitions of war, were in the ships. They thewmselves
were pentied up in a house too small to hold thew, and had neither food nor
ammunition. The cnemy wero between them and the Gasporoau. If they
attempted to wallow through o mile and a-half ot deop snow, the Fréuch
and 1ndians, mounted on sunow shoes, would shoot them down like phea-
sants in a battue. Capt. Goldthwaite had ;ucceeded to the commaud on the
death of Col. Noble. He collected his ofticars around him in his uarrow
precivets,  In the circumstances, he had no room to consult them apart
from the soldiers. It was a couucil of war, iz which oflicers and nen alike
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