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Oiilland will doubtless require some1
t4odification; but it is impossible te, doubt i
9thtbe pr*niple of simplificatiope odd

LIs erorandum; je about te create af
'l1Ov0hution the first stop towards which 1I
thitk Iras involved in the recent changes inz
DePl0)Yixents, whether so contemplated or1
not at the timo those changes were made. f

1lfderstanding that the new drill was in(
001it8e of trial at Aldershott, I had oxpeot-1
f4 t0 hear something more of probable re-
,,,'ta by this time, yet I amrnont altogetheri
""pri8edl when I take into consideration the1
slOw Inarch of toleration of the bugbear in
hiOAtion. What is it in our national cha-i
r"eter, which makes us se, desperately con-(

blvtvalike of good and evil? Inialinost1
ý'qIW~ Proportion to the American prenenesse

torOude experimentalism, is our distrust(
Or t6as0n9ble improvement where change je

Il' I d. Net tili a terrible collision
hrelght it homne te, the Admîrality, did the

" Larboard" give place te the word1
?ort." Only recently have the unhappy(

%it1ners ceasod te toil at washing their1
>ketrowsers. The Field Exercise of 1862

htained a piatoon for the Westly Richards
b'ehloader, but five years elapsed before

'lbèeh loaders becamo the national armù
"dthen.o.ly under the startling sense of

reut of the Austro-Prussian war.etY late in the day, the authorities awoke
to tihe superior strength and better.appear-

IIeof steel scabbards for infantry officers
tel-eraly thoxigh the. guards had them long
40' 'Yot it muet be admitted that the pro-

P4dchanges in drill require very mature
"04lideraton; but then, on the other hand,
~'*at facilities for trial dees a welI driiled
'eirnont of Regulars in camp afford ; and

,aalth of talent and experience is
4%i1abte te test experim ents. Lot us thon

Dlsour soule in patience, and wait.
,,t'Othor Query-Are double columns of

t Ivisiions a generally usoful or desirable
'%1atiOn ?

""Y ot the increased flexubiity of single
tosunder the principles of the pro-

ill obviate much of the necessityI

'Itesthey possess, or are supposed te
fi1Sscertain monits. orming te a flank,

%,11'tance, they have the adyantage of

eltg the formation of one wing te its
!Il e flank by the instantaneous wheoi

'160f the other. But it is dosirable
f t lns ehould move with as large a

pssible. The front of a double
ft of subdivisions l bt equal to.that
t m1gie6mpany. The single colunmn le
e lei te the double on the score of

~ç BKilicity and superior facllity of

Il'ût n 1 i ibitout danger of.confusion. May
njý 0 single column, thorefore, with the

Cil 1 flexibility attendant'on the aboli.

'%lii1 ~.fi 0ej pivot flank, be found answer-
Sbya the purposes sought te bo attain-

1 he double column of subdivisions?
the advantage of haif a batta-
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lion wheeling inte lino, and thereby cover-
ing the formation of its reverse flank of the
othor haîf, if the single column, werking on
fanks changeable at a word from right te
left (or vice versaY can at once wheel inte, lino
at the double eltiier way. Tndeed even the
present formation by cempanies te a reverse
lank seems te contain the advantages of the
double colurnn of subdivisions in this res-
pect, as a column desirous of forming lino in
this manner te engage an enemy, would
most likoly be moving on a lino parallel te
the front its seeks te engage.

Under the F. E., 1862, the double column
unquestionably afforded facility for quick
deploymnent. But I question whetber, even
thon, the.deployment of a single column on
a central company (itself an objectienably
complex manoeuvre) wore net a quicker and
simpler evolution than that of a double
columu of subdivisions. At alI events the
11Deploy outwards" of the F. E. 1867, seome
te, neutralize any advantage which the
double column of subdivisions may have
proviously pessessed in tuis respect.

It may be urged that it is good fer an ln-
crease of front by the formation of cern-
panies-but, if required, how much easier
and sirnpler te bring the rear wing parallel
te the leading wing, or alternate companies
parallel te those in front of theni by a flank
march of fours and a turn te, the front.

But the double column of comnpanies muet
stili be unsurpassed for combined simplicity
and rapidity of deployrnent, and WOul(i ap-
pear te ho the formation most in favor for
colunin of attack.

lu this cennection it might possibly aise
bc worth whule te enquiro whether, in view
of the recently devised rapid formation of
two-deep square from a lino of foiur crn-
panies, battalions in the field and on parade
mnight not with advantage be made te con-
sist generally of eight companies. Each
wing would thon be able te, form a separate
two-deep square from lino, one or both mev-
ing into echellen. Or the formation rnight
easily be. extended te a four-dek-p square of
the eight companies in this manner. Form
an innor square at once of the four centre
companies i. e. No. 4 stand faest, 9 and 5
wheel inwards and form the sido faces, 6
tako up the rear face as laid down in the
account of the now drill firet published in
the VOLUMTEER RBvxuW. Ne. 2 form in front
of No. 4. No. 1 in front of Ne. 3-No. 7 in
front of No. 5--No. 8 ini front of No. 67 cern-
pleting the rear face. This, could be formed
aimeet rapidly as the basis'two-doep square.

On the basis of eight companies te a batte-
lion, columns of attack might ho formed of
seings on a front of two, companies, ivina
depth of four ranks. The French ("lOpera-
tiens of War," echap. 5) seemn recently to
have favored a depth of six ranks, viz:
Battalion columne of six companies on a
front of two. But, as it seeme te ho a ques-
tion whether, for the future, a single rank
formation in lino nmay net be found desirablo

(though I doubt it); aud as, at ail events, a
depth of Iwo ranke sufficed us when t/ir-e
were in vogue with the French, I cannot but
think a depth of four- ranks for columni of
attaek would be found, of a solidity suffici-
ont te compensate (with our weight and
stamina) for the elan of a French colunmn
six rankg deep, and these would ho less
depth exposed te the onemy's fire. The
position of captains in formations for attack
under a new organzation, would aime appear
te demand some attention. For parade pur-1

pornssI'thinkc Captains could not bo botter
placed than in rear of the centrq of cern-
panies, but thn.t position could rcarc.ly ho
considered a preper one in an advance te
attack. 1 arn sure thera le a geéntleman in
my battalien (whoeeoye I kndw thswill
meet, and whom, I hope, at some early day,
te see at the head of a cornpany) whose
yearnings for the Victoria Cross wouild bc
but lll-satisfied by a position ini rean. For 1
entirely discredit sorne hints of a shameful
compact with a brother oficer te the effeet
that when the latter shah1 bave in sôrne
mysterieus way, procured himef te ho
Blightly wounded, or te appear stunnod, the,
fermer is te carry him off or attend te him,
under a Fenian feu d' enfer with such distin.
guished' bravery and hurnanity that bis
conades must perforce acknowledge bis
supenior valor and devotion.

With regard te skirmishing neithon the
Arnerican system as explained, by Captain
Partneli, non the French appear te pusses.s
any advantage ever ours, uniesa the French
extensiohi in groupe of four mon bc deenied
one. "lThe two files of these groups are live
paces apant, and the maximum intervals of
groupa fonty paces, te ho diminished at
need. Tho groupe, in case of a loue attaëk
of cavalry formi squares-amen ateach, face."
But our rallying squares (F. ýE. p. 365)
ameunt te the sane thing. 1 notice, la*w-
ever, that, "lAgainet more formidable at-
tecks, they form solid circles of sections,
subdivisions on cornpaxlis." Nôt, ho it
obrnerved, anythin1g hike our close coiumn
of sections, Which appears te me te ho a
formation of questienable utility for "b
actuel lino of ekirmishens, whatevor it rnay
ho for supporte.
llaving propoundod anumber of "quonies,"

1 wouid now make one or two "notes"l
Inmpressed as I arn with the admirable
arrangement, and the pr.cision of Ia&guagei
of our Field Pixercine, there are jet I think
nme few redundencies whieh might bc eut
out-one or two ioonsistencies which xnight
ho reconciled-and oeo or two alterations

7which are supposed te ho improvernents,
but whioh rather Wrear the aspect of errons.
As an ezamrple of a first clase, le net the

>paragraph about the length of leg in tw.li
men et P. 169, superfluous, now that 'mon
are allowed threo inches more than formenly
i the ranks? Volunteens are, happilyi
debarred fromn practising the slow manch,
or one wouht ho tempted te proteet againet


