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bas beon trying to dothis {or years, nnd hns
mado repoated advances to thoe Crows and
Rlack{oet. Thisis ono renson why the Peace
Commlissionors urged that he must ba sub-
duod leat ho should demoraliza all the
treaty Intdinns and bring on o general war,
Cfoourse tho Government has noalternative
except to bring bim to terms Any other
courso wonld bo acowardly and wicked sur
render of our frontier scltlers and our
friondly Indian allies nnd subjects to a bar:
bar?,us and dotermined enemy of our coun*
try.

OUSTER AND Ui8 MEN,

General Custer’'s mouth is closed. If
thers is anything to expluin, anything to e
snid in extenuation of his apparently rock-
less charge; he caunot any it, and the justi
lication of his wild assault must bo gathered
from othor lips, or taken from the dumb
mouths that uppesal so atrongly for gencrous
judgment. Itappears fromGeneral Terry's
dispatch to Gen. Sheridan that for someo
cause tho former's instruclions to Custer
wero not obeyed. What the reasons were
for this failure to carry out n plan sshich
had beon mulually ngreed upon wo can
ouly surmise. It is possible that Major
Reno and the other officers who ara spared
may bo able to give somo explanation of
the disobedionco of Genersl Custer, and
tell 8280 how it was that such 2 futal atteck
catne to be made at all, The despatch of
General Terry, though couched in the tang-
uage of the keenest sorrow for the terrible
fato of the three hundred, pluinly indicates
that except for tho fuilure to observe his
instructions tho massacra would not have
oceurred ;: but that on the contrary, Sitling
Bull and his warriors would have been
totally overcomo and routed. Geuneral Terry
says that the plan of operations was sub-
mitted to Qen. Gibbon and Gen. Custer and
approved by both those co:nmanders. Gen,
Custer wvasto movo with Lis regiment up
the Rosebud river till he shoald meet tho
Indian trail. e was not to follom the trail
directly, but send scouts overit, and keep
his main force further to tho south, to pre-
vout the Indizns from slipping in between
himsell and tho mountains. Ile was also
to cxamine the hosdwaters of ‘Tullocks
Creek, and send word of what he found
there. While General Custer was making
this widedetour General Gibbon’s command
of infantry and cavalry was {o ascend tho
Big Hora nndattack the 1ndians inthe rear.
The march of the Gvo columns was so
plsnned a8 to bring Gibbon's forces within
co operating distance of Custer by thoe oven
ing of the 26th. Tho march of the latter
nae carriod out to the letler, and on the
morning of the 26th GtLbon’s commang ar-
rived on tbo spot designated. Uero they
learned tho Lorriblo nows which kas shock-
od the'wholo couatry; and hero they arriv-
ed also just in tima 10 save from annibila-
tiontho redrining compantes of the Seventh
Cavalry @oder Anjor Reno. It was ascer-
tined: thiy- Scoeral Custer, instead of
keeprag tosho sbuthward after striking the
i), ag-ugreed upon,-hed followed it night
- ppd Qay; miaking ‘in tHe Jast tweoty-four
bimre procediag the fight sixty-cight miles,
Atd suivivg \pon-tha field on.tho moromg

.6f4baZ5th, twenty.dour hours alcad of the'
., -tichgagresd-apon, - Whut esttsed-this aban |
© <damentSL-hle Jnstrustions, and this extm

'o?ﬁ!'x:l{t Ii:gig«[omc;.}&bg‘ﬁqd ia qd}’iango
of tho aappstung. -cdfddy, - éan only be
gutased, . Cur, vasl(f—_@neipqﬂcnt, W10 has
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and-kouw bim wall, 4878 -bd-bi¥ freduesdily
héatd, the Genaalivémark that with six
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tho Indians on tho plains, In this encoun |
ter he had his full complement of twelve

cowpagpics, and il is not unroisonable to
suppose that be thouglht victory so certain’
that ho could afford to mako the futal dash
without calcalating the chances or admitting

to himsell that there wore any chinnces at

all about it. It may be, too, that ho re |
ceivod information leading him to suppose |
that tho Indians waro trying to escape,
which caused him to disregard Genoral

Terry's instructions and push diroctly for*

sward to their cnmp. Tho latter thinks that |
at the moment the attack was beguo Gen*

eral Custer must have believed tho Indians

t{o bo in rotreat, and that tho rush upon.
thom was therefore made under a mlsap-

proeheusion, end ~th n divided foree. But

whatever may havy been the mistakoe that

lod to this disastrous chargs, tho spectacle

of this handful of men fighting tho over-

powering forco of savages, bruvely, steadily,

desperately, until every man of the little

nunsber lay dead upon the field, 13 ono to

frouse the warmest admiration as well as to

excito the deepestsorrow at their fate. It

was equal to the charge of the Six hundred

at Balaclava and in its fatal results surpass

ed that instance of blundering in an English

commander and bravery of English troops.

But it was a usoless sacrifice, an awlul cx-

peuditure of life without any compensaling

results; and it is this reflaction which

sharpons tho pang that is averywhere felt at

the fate of Custer and his gillant men.—

Chicago Inter-Ocean.

SRETCH OF OEN. OUSTER,

Masjor Gen. Georgo A Custer, who was
killed with his whole command while attack:
ing an encampment of Sioux Indiaws, un ter
command of Sitting Bull, was ono of the
bravest and most widely kuown officers in
the United Siates Army. He has for the
past fiftcen years been known to the country
and Lo his comrades a8 a man swhy feared
no danger, asa soldier in the truest sense
of the word. He was daring to a fauly,
generous beyond most men. His memory
willlong be kept geeon in meny friendly
hearts. Born at New Ramley, Herrison
County, Ohio, on the 5th of December,
1839, hie oblained a good common oduca-
tion, after graduating, engaged for some
timo in teaching school. In Jane, 1857,
through the influence of tlon. Joha A.
Bingham, then member of Congress from
Ohto, ho obtained an sppointment to tho
Uutted States Military Academy at West
Point, aud cotered that institution on the
Ist July of the year named. 1{e graduated
on tho 24th June, 1861, with what was con-
sidered tho fair standing of No. 31 in one of
thie brightest classes that ever left the A--
domy. Immediately upon leaving Wes.
Point hia was appointed Second Lieutenant
in Compauy G, of {iio second Uaited States
Cavalry, aregtmont which had formerly baen
commauntded by ' ¢ E. Lso. e roprrted
to Licutenznt Goaneral S0ttt on tho 2uth of
Julyetho day preccding the battle of Bull
Rua, and the Commander-.a Cucf gave hun
tho choico of acceptiog a posttoa on Ins
staff or of juining lus regiment, then unier
command of Gen. McDowell, 1n the held
Louging for an opporiunuy to seo acuve
sernice, and determined to win distinetion
Licut. Custer choso the latter course, end
after riding all night through a country '
Elled with peoplo who were, to say tho least, !
not friendly, ho reached McDiwell's hoad
quarters at day break on the wmornlag of i
tho 2Ust.
already begun, and afier delisering s dis- |
patches from ¢3en. Scatt and hastly partak-

Preparations for the batile bady.

hard bread lo juined bhis company. It is
not necessiary now to recount tuo disasters
of tho light that follawed. Sutlics it to ssy
that Liout Custer’s courpuny was among tho
lust to leavo the field. It did so in goad
order, bringing oft Gen [leintzelman, who
had been woun:led in tho engagement, Tho
young ollicer conttnuald to serve with his
company, nurl wis engaged in the duilag
of voluateer rocrults in and about the do-
fences of Washington, when upon the ap-
potutment of Phil Koarney to the posidna
of Brigadier Gonera', thit lamoented offizer
guve it a position on lis stalt  Custer
continued 1 this powion until an order
was 1ysued Irha the War Dapartment pro
vting Geaerata of Vi,lunteors from ap-
pointing oflicers of the Regular Army to
staff duty. ‘Then bhe returned o his coms
puny, not, however, uatil he hid boen
warmly complimsut-t by Gsn Koirney
upon thoe prompt und eflictent maner
s which he had performasd the daties
asmigned to him At the samio time tho
General prodicted that Custer woald be one
of the most successful offiz rs in the Army.
Nor were these predictions without a speedy
realizwng.  With his Company wseut. Case
ter marched foraird with that part of the
Army of the Potom e which maved upon
Mauassas after its evacuation by the robels,
Qur cavalry was in advance, unler Gen.
Stoneman and encouutered the reber horse:
wen for the first timenear latletts Staton.
fho commanding ofizsr made n call for
volunteers to chirge the enems's a-lvance
post. Lieut. Custer was among the lirst to
stop lo the front, aud in commad of h:d com:*
pwny he shorily alterward malo his first
charge. 1lo drove the rebels scroas Muddy
Creek. wounded a number of thewm, and had
one of his own men injured. This was the
tirat blood drawa in the campugaunder Me
Clellan. Alter this Custer went with the
Ariny of the Potomac to the Peninsula aad
remained with his company until the Army
settted down before Yorktowva, when he was
detailed s an Assistant Engiaesr of the |
left wing, under Sumaer. Actiogin thisca
pachly ne plaunned and erected the earth-
w7orks nearest the cnemy's lines. He also
aczompauied the aivance under Gen. Han®
cock in pursuit of the enomy from “York-
town. Shortly afterward, he captured tho
first battle flig ever secured by the army
of the Potomac, From this timeon he was
nearly always the Gest in every work of dar-
ing. When the Army reachel the Chicka~
howiny he wis the lirst manto cross tho
river; ho did so in the fice of ths fire
from tho cnomy’s pickets, and attimes was
oblized to wade up to his armpits. For tins
brave act Gen. McClellan promoteld Lin to
- “*aptaincy and msde him ono of hus per-
~an~) nida. I this capacity boserved dur-
g most of tha Peninsula campaign, and
participated iu all its battles, 1aciuding the
tloody seven diys’ Oght. He performed
tho daty of making out the pos.ton which
was oscapied by the Union Aras at the
battle of Gaines' Mitis. e also participat
ed o tho champagn waico enied wn the
battles of the South Mountun asd Anue:
taw. Ugpon the retiremment of Wan. Mctlel
laa from tho command of tho Army of tue
Potomao, Caster accumpanied tia, and for
a umo was ous of ac | service.—N. I
Times.
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RIFLE COMPLTITION,
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Qusrsroves RiFes AssociaTivn, FhoAnaual
“seting was held oo Mondsy and Tassdsy,
at the Rfls Ruge. in Eist “herbruoko

crnpenies ol bisregicent bie oueld.whip all ' 1ng of a montuful of cofleo aad & pices of ! There were about thirty maskemen prescat



