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Eleven tbousand soldiers ol the Melz srmy
died in Germany from sickness and priva-
tion. Would it vot have Licen preferable
for these lives to have been imumolited in
effecting t-o sorie of the army from Melz?
What sacrifice conld have been more legiti-
nmate and more glorious? On the other

hanl, why did the murshal on the 18th of ;
August, when resolyed to return to the .

entrenched camp, sacrifice 12,000 men in
order to linld one day longer the heights
above the valley of Mouvaux, a position
which he must abandlon the [following
day?

¢ After fighting until the Ist of Septem-
‘ber a series of battles in which 40,000 men
were placed hors ae combai, it was all the
more painful to the army to remnin in the
most fatal inactivity from the moment of its
return to Métz until the day of the final
disaster. The Lonourof anarmy is symbol~
dzad in its flags, and & general’s duty, if
the fortune of wav be against bmm, is to
preserve his ariny as far as posible ltom the
humiliation of defeat. Did Aarshal Bazaine
fulfil this duty ? History will tell us that
when he could have destroyed the flags of
hus army he delivered them to the enemy.’

"As to the arms, report states that, if time
failed the marshal to have them destroyed,
Lie shiould have ordered his soldiers to break
them. * The report continues:—

*There is one feeling’ which alleviates
the bitterness of the saddest positions, and
this is the.solicitude of a commander for his
soldiers. The soldiers need to see their

~ general, for seeing him gives them firmness
and hope, Now, it is deplorable t®have to
say that the marshal never held any reviews
ond never visited any «f the ambulances,
while the inhabitants of Metz of all ranks
vied with the military docters in zeal and
devotion in tending the sick and the wound-
ed. One cliuse of the cipitulation gave
liberty to those officers who engaged not to
serve against Germiny during the remainder
of the war. Why did Marshal Bagaineadmit a
condition which might be a cause of blamas
ble weakness? Why did he not point out
the duty of I.is officers in this respect?’

General liviére's report having been
brought to an end, the Duc d’Aumnle
ordered that the memoir written in justifica-
tion of the marshal's conduet, which had
been already laid before the committee on
capitulations, should be read.  This memoir
is with a few exoceptions, the reproduction
.of the mrshal’s ‘book on the arpy of the
Rhuine. It briefly relates the battle of For
bach, quotes the despatches exchanged on
the-6th and T:h of August and declares
that the edgagement at Saarbruck was a:n
ill timed affair decided upon by the Emperor,
who gave all the neccessury orders. Afier
having given an account of the battle of
Borny, attributing to the measures taken by
General Cofiinére the delays which occured
in the advance of the troops on the 14th
and 15th of August, the memoir relates
the battles. of Rezonville, Mars-la Tour, St.
Privat, and La Montagne, indicating the dis
positions which * had' ‘been taken by the
marshal, but very briefly alluding to the
points upon which tho prosecution lays
special stress. It goes on relating the
different events which followed,. but does
not reply at length to the chirges contained
in General Riviére's report.
paragraph relative to the battle fought on
the Tuh of October, Marshal Baziing throws
upon his lieutenants the responsibility of
having badly carried out a movement, which
prevented him from attempting seriously to
advance on the road to Méziéres. In con

.clusion, the Marshal states that events were

However. in a-

.
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stronger than ho was, bul that his *con-
‘science does’ not reproach. him with any
tbing. and lje regrets that the officers under
bis command have turned against him; and
beecoms adverse reporters of his. conduct,
This memoir proved to be briefer than had
been supposcd, the defence not wishing, it
is said, that the marshal should exhaust the
means be lias ot his disposal for answerieg
the charges Lrought against him, and which
the defence reserves in ovder to mike uso
of them ai 2 more decisive moment. . \When,
the memoir» had been read, the Duc
d"Aumale told the marshat.t) stand up.
St results,” ha said, * {rom tle documents
you hiave heard read, that you are charged
with hoving, at Metz, on the 2310 of Octo-
ber:—1. capitulated and given  up  the
place without having} oxhausted all :the
meane of defence you counld dispose of ; 2,
with having signed in the open field, capitu-
lation which resulted inour troops baving
to lay down theiv srms; 3, with not baving,
before treating und signing, dono all that
honour and duty commanded you to-do.
I must inform you,” udded the duke, ¢ that
the law gives you the rightso say eyery-
thing which you deem .uteful for your
defence.'! The marshal bowed, not a
musele of his face moved. Hae left the hall
in baste, like s man who is delighted to
return to the soliiude to which he has been
accustomed for tie last eighteen months.

The indié¢tment which has so excited
public attention since the opening of this
grave trial may Le accurately sammed up
as follows : —-It impuytates to the marshal a
very great part in the responsibility for the
disaster at Forbach., It is well known that
General Pourcet intended to protest against
the reading of that part of the indictment
which is aunterior to Baziine's appointment
to the chiet cnmmand.
that the general,” who thouzhit it Lest to be’
silent on the subject rathey than raise a
premmture controversy, will abandon,.in his
speech for the prosesution, the fucts alleged
agaiust the marshal previous to the 12th of
August, ()berwise there would be nothing
to prevent the muslul from being called
upon to answer for the doings with which
public opimon veproaciiss him in counec-
tion with the Mexicun cunpaign.  Impartial
people will certainly approve Genewal Pour
cel’s seruple, an:d his linguage can bat
gain 1 autiority by being freed from pis-
gion.

The indictient then charges the marshal
with having souzht from the first to with-
draw himselt {rom obedience to the
Emperor's orders ; with having marched
only ou the I4th of August, when ho might
have done so on the 13th; with not having
destofed the bridges; with baying followed
only oo road when he might huve taken
four; with not lLaving taken advantage of
the success obtained on the 16th ; with not
h:vinginformed the Emperor af that success
in time ; with having falsely announged that
be was marching northwards; with having
sent contradictory despatches to Marshal
MucMahon, the Ewmperor, and the Minister
of War; and with having, in one word,
tiken imeasures contrary to orders re-
cetved.

From September the I3t to Uclober the.
29th the reportis quite assevere. Itcharges
~ the marshal .with bhaving done nothing to
¢ second the efforts of the Government of
¢ Nattonal Defence ; with having begun over-
i tures for a capitulation when he had still six
-weeks' provisiong left; with having eonfided

to Regnier the true state of the provisions;
with having deceived his lieutenants ; with
l having been the first to leave Metz, before

We may be certain |

cven the surrender was complete, and with
having deceived the army. 0 a8 toallow tie
colours to fall into the hands of the cuemy.

-Consequently the indistmont demands thiat

Marshal Bazaine shall be put upon his trial
for transgressing two articles of the military
code, both of which punish tho accused with
death, it he 13 found guilty. 'Fhis.indtet-
ment has already begun to fan men's pas-
sions, and it is very diversely judged.: For
some it i§ & pamphlet filled with voilence;

for others..it-is.a work of prtriotism, -clear, -
0ne .-

ardent, conscientious. ‘t'o: some--
already appears ag the- personification. of
treason to f{atherland ; in the eyes of others
he is a great commander to whom fortune

hias proved fickle, and whom it is sought to

sacrifice to national pride.

. Perhaps ithe exact  feuth is to.be found in

the. foilowing -lines : af - the repart: dtgelf, .

which do.not excuse the marshal, but which

make of him the ambitious victim of the
German Chancellor’s wiles,and which, while

ozposing him to the severity of his country-
men, remove from his brow the foul stigma
of treason :—¢ To sum up,” rays. the.report
at.the ead of Chapter IVy, * by informing
Marshal Bazaine of the intention of the Ger-
man Government to enter into negotiations
-with him, M. d> Bismarck transforms a gen-
eral into a negotiator, paralyses the army he
commands, and, by prolonging preliminaries
that have no issue, waits without striking a
blow for the day, still unknowa, when famine
shall place that army at his mercy.”’ "

These lines, it is thonght, exaatly sum-"

marise the chancellor’s. diplomacy. and the
marshal’s conduct, and in choosing an agent
such as Regnier tolearn when ‘ that fatal

“term,”’ ds the report calla it, would arriye,

M. de Bismarck gave one more proafof his
infalliable perspicacity. A more serious agent
would have set the marshal on his, guard,
Regnier was nobody in his eyes, and he let
his tongue wag freely in his presence.. M.
de Bismarck knew so well what would hap-

.

pen that he did not fear to ran the riskof

appearimg ridiculous by treating with.a man
like Regnier.
piece was played out the roles would he
‘correctly distributed; that the laughers
would be on the side of the prince, and the
military judges on thit of the marshal,
'SEVENTH DAY : MONDATY, OCT, 1378, — COMMENOR -
 MENT OF THE INTERROGATION, :
When the court resumed .its sittipg.on
Mondny, the number of persons
was gieatly in excess of those who attended
the trial during the last week's sittings.
All the foreign mulitary attaches were.
present. The sitting having been declared
open, the names of the witnesses who have
not as yet answered were called, among
whom is 3, Rouher, ' '
The Duc d'Aumale then informed the
court of the divisions which he intended
introducing into the interrogatory of the
marshal inviting the court and counsel for
the defence to bring in the witnesses iun
groups corresponding to those divisions, re-
serving to himself, however, the right of
making any alterations he might think ne.
cessary to elicit the truth. These divisions
are as follows:—The firds division will com-
mence from the moment the marshal nssum-
med the command; thé second will relate
to the military operations from the 13th to
the 19th of August; the third will comprise’
the communications exchanged -with the
Emperor and the other generals; the fourth
will relate to the dperations from.the 19th of
August to the 1st Septemter; the fifth will
bear upon the defence and the provisions at
Métz; the sixth upon the ineidents and ne-
gotiations during September; the seventh

He well knew that when the *
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