TACTICS.
(Cuntinued from puye 39 )

If the campaign of 1859 had been of lon.
ger duration, the inexpedinoy of olimluating
from a regiment of the Linoits talent nn
its muscle, in order to form corps d'élite,
must have met with practical ddmonstra-
tion. The Zouave regiments wero ever in
the van, not optionally, but as the price
poid for favour enjoyed; the Linesman had
onj'ovod no such favour. Conspicuous indi-
vidual merit was rewarded by translation to
the higher class. Still, afte} tho dattloof
Solferino, it is said that the Zouaves gave
vent to the following ominous expression ;
“Nous rommes toujours le booui’ It so
happened that days of piping peace arrived,
and murmurs gave placo to pardonable
braggadocio. Tho system which almost led
to disaster was established in full force, for
it had ono great charm counterbalancing de-
fects—a charm appreciated by mon of tho
Lebmuf school— it opened wido the door of
patronage. From these remarks it must
not bo inferied that the French Line regi
ments are wanting in a noble, warlike spirit,
or that they aro bad soldiers. ‘I'he French.
man is by nature courngeous, but his body
is the dwelling-place of a most sensitive,
volatile mind ; if you depress tho mind, the
body, cspecinlly 1 weak body, does not be
come & servicable, warlike instrument. ‘T'he
historical fool of the family accepts his posi-
tion, and is ahappy, contented, unprofitable
member of suciety; but be mny be no fool,
although educated to play the part of one.
Siniilarly, a regiment may bo rendered in-
efficient by depressing influences, und to
complete the work of degradation rem -ve the
best afficers.  The word best, perhaps, ought
not to be used; one might rathersay, best
tred, or best educated. There must be a
firm barrier of social rank between Ahecom.
mander and the commanded to keep up dis-
cipline, without which an army is nothing
worth.  As we know, a great proportion of
French officers rise from the ranks. What
an officer was, need nover be nsked; what
heis forms an all-important question. Is
hoa gentleman? is he c¢ducated? Now, if
tho most geatlemanly and the bhest educat.
ed officers are removed, what toue is likely
10 prevail in the bereaved regimeut? Off
duty as well as an duty, the barrier between
an officer and his men must bo impassable,
and every grade of rank should be distinct
Jy marked, even in social intercourse.

In tho year 1870 we remember tho French
Muister of War and the Commander in-
Chief (under the Emperor), a fiue, good
looking soldier of thirty-three yoars' service,
educated at the Art.llery School of Metz.
Marshal Lebeeuf was n polished courtier
rather thuna soldier; and those who read
the phamphlet of lamentations, ascribed to
the Emperor, on the di aster of Se.an, will
blame the master for putting implicit trust
in an untried servant, rather than thein-
competent butlactual recipient of courtly
favoar,

It is fair to suppose that Napoleon was
rather deceived than a parly to deception ;
but nevertholess, culpable neglect is a
crime. Why was tho tried and trasty Mac
Mnbon in Algeria? The French seem to
have combined the functions of Minister of
\War, Commander in-Chief, and Chief of the
Staff, in _one individual. Now, i7 an honest
soldier like Mac)Mahon had held a position
similar to Von Moltke in the Germanarmy,
the nation bad not fallen. General Von
Moltke isthe head of the staff, or the rea-
soning iatellect of the German srmy, A
commander.in-chiel uses his staft a3 a sup.
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and thought. fThe afaffehould be-thbreream
of the Intellect of an armyy presided over by
its best soldier. ’

Colonel Stoffel, Frenoh military attaché et
Berhin, finled not to call the attention of his
Imperinl master to tho superiority of thq
P.ussinn sinfTsysfomn.  T'ho stafl is selected
from the whole German army. “I'he selected
oven nre weeded ohit, and General Von
MNoltke is the achoolnaster of the remhant.
In Germany, the officer known in England
by the torm field officer is a staff officer.
Col. Staffpl .reports that mediocrity is,banw
fshed from the Moltke school, nnd uses the
forcible expression, *Let us (iho French)
beware of the Prussian staff. No ono will

uostiow this nesertion, that if astafi'd es its

uly conscientiously, and actunlly represents
tho eye of ageneral, very littlo can go
wrong in an army, provided that the
general be the right man in the right
plnce.  The staff will soon neglect the
dutly . of lens aid seting, however, if
the general oflicer shows an inclinalion to
avoid interference, or if nction taken is con-
fined to a routine abnegation of responsibili.
ty. Here the writer may Le pardoned for
fecording an example of what may be con-
sidered d line of conduct breaking through
tho confines of routine, butadhering slricﬁy
to the nceessary bonds of discipline.

An officer commanding n cavalry regiment
reparts, through tho staff, that e possesses
éiguteen old horses which are quite unfit for
any cavalry duty; that they are not even
available for recruit drill. ‘The genmal ofil-
cer forwards this report, with hisown recom-
fendation that the animals be at once sold
for the good of tho publie, the more so as
every day they consume inoney's worth,
their market value decreasos.

The auswer to this letter gives excellent
reasons for allowing horses to continue the
process known as eating their heads off) in
common parlanca. Now, the voico of rou-
zine calls upon the general to pigeon-holo

he correspondence. The voice of duty dic
tates a vigorous protest. There is no doubt
that 1n cases sindilar tho pubdlic service will
always giin, and that the administration will
feel, if it does not express, its gratitude for
4 soldier-likke hubit of transacting business
on the principle of calling aspade a spade.

Tlus brings with it o reflection. How cun
cigliteen old horses unfil for servica exist in
a regiment? The staff seems at fault in
this instance. Are there many regiments in
tho same condition? It is fair fo assumo
thut the Prus-iins manage their sifairs with
a sounder viow to economy. Tho author
<an stray no further from his subject. Suf
fice it to say that the Prussians place far
moro trust in their general and staff officers
than we do. If the destruction of eighteen
worn out horses in a large army caused one-
tenth the correspondenco abroad that it does
in_England, the world would be a great
guiner. Standing armies oh the scale of
Franee, Russia, or Prussia, must bo impossi-
ble for want of money, if not of paper.
Therefore, by all means, do not give » gene-
ral officer of thirty five yoars' service power
tosell a horse without making applicatoin
on the proper ferm through the various de
partmeats, which lead finally, cié the Horse
Juards, 10 tho Waroffice. itisa question
worthy of consideration, however, whether
this much of power may not be delegated
by the Waroflico to the Comutasnder in-
Chief. °

But et us resumo our review of tho Prus-
sian forces after their short repose. If tho
years 1867, *68, and '69 wero years of rest to
the army, the staff reposod little cnough,

for the Prussinn had become the German
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[;Te:xxginlng;: n‘{ldi(i?oh toihis;‘o;b;%tiimdn'fnr[ll)'.. Tho Saxons, who had fought well,

and tho Bavarinns, who had fought bidly,
for” independon o, all marched under the
charge of tho Prussian Stafl, commanded by
the Prussian King. ‘The Buvarinus, who,
though the lerst irnve, were the beat sol-
diery of the coafederation, nnively remarked
that, in 1868, with s skilful leading, they
would hinve escaped the yoko ot Prussia.

Prussian departmental organization was
simply micaculous. The men, whether of
the standingarmy or Landwelir scemed brod
expressly for fighting. Their equipment
was of the rough-and rendy nature, under-
atood by tho word sorvicealle. With trou
sors tuked into Welliugton boots; witha
pack, lnoking both clumnsy and heavy on-
ward they marched. Discipline was no
slender “hroad in this army ; but the respect
with which distinction of rank was recogniz-
ed proved ‘hat the superior held lis position
by right ratier than might.

We must bo allowed a word on dress, for
the German holme! and boot played a nore
important part in the late war than is gene-
rally understood. ‘The cloth garments wero
inferior to those of their adversary—but the
German helmet is o splendid institution.
With well burnished spikes to the head-
dress, black boots, and cleanarms, the 1 ius
sian battelion presented asmart, soldie:
like appearance, even at the conclusion of
campaign rendered unusually trying by a
total absence of tent equipment. Then,
again, the kelmet was areal protection to
tho head, cnd comfortable withal. Land

ehr regiments often could compete with
{ine regiments in * physique,’ but not in
appearance, because they wore a * chacu.”
This latter head-gear is very infurior to u
helmet, though made of leather. Theday
will, doubtless, arrive when tinsel gewgaws
and ornamental deceptions will migrate from
thearmy to their legitimate abiding-place.
the stage; not that there is much make-
believe in the German uarmy. Onec's
thoughts will wander homewards. Had the
British infantry been served out with Wel.
linglon boots in place of splatterdashes, loud
would have been the howl of malcontents;
yet the gaiter is merely a half-measure to-
wards the German boot. It protects the
ankle and the trouser, and helps to keep
the feet dry, but 1t performs all these func-
tions in a most imperfect way. Mud which,
when dry 1epresents small stones or grit,
finds its way into the interior of the stock
ing in spite of gaiters ; and it is fuir to ns-
sume that tho amnble land of France
would have been sown with gaiters had so
feeblo a makeshift formed part of the Ger
man boot, like everything of leather an that
country, is of inferior manufacture ; but the
soldier in bivouac would have parted with
his best friend rather than with lis boots,
‘The Prussian need not boast of the remaia
der of his personal equipment. Two expense

uches of ammunition hang most awkiward
y on lus waistbelt, which also supports «
short sword, of no possible use if it will not
cut down a tree; then the bayonet has to
remain a fixture at the end of his rifle.
Therecan bo no great comfort, either, in
having o cloak looped round the hody after
the manner of a cross-beit. The cloak forna.
ed tho soldier's culy bit of **ubrt, * and was
therefore carried without a murmur for a
thirty-mile march, What men thoso were*
A battalion actually marched over thirty
fivo miles, thirteen miles without ahalt, and
five men only *“fell out Could British
soldiers perform this feat in marclung order ?
We presume they could, on service, when
not surfeited with farmaccous food and
aleohol.

The drill of the Prusstan wfantry is a



