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from their homes. and in Edinburgh on pri-
vato business. The lately married wifo of
one of these gentlemen, and the widowed
mother of the other, sent the arms, uniforms
and chargers of the two troopers, that they
might join their companions at Dalkeith,
The author was very much struck by tho
answer made to him by the last mentioned
Indy, when ho paid her somo compliment on
the readiness which she showedin equipping
her son with the means of meeting danger,
when sho might have left him a #air excuse
for remaining absent.  * Nir,” she replied,
with the sgint of n Roman matron, * none
can know better than you that my son is the
only pro‘) by which, sinco his fathor's death,
our family is supported. But I would rather
sco him dend on that hiearth, than hear that
hio had been o horse's length behind his
companions i the defence of his king and
country I"*  The author mentions what was
immediately under his own eye, and within
his own knowledge ; but the spirit was uni-
versal wherever the alarm reached, both in
Seotland and England.

* The account of the ready patriotism dis.
played by the country on this oceasion,
warmed the hearts of Scottishmen in every
corner of the world. It reached (in 1ndix)
the cars of the well.known Dr. Deyden,
whose enthusiastic love of Scotland, and of
his own district of Teviotdale, formed a dis.
tinguished part of his character. The ac.
count, which was read to hiz: whon ona
sick-bed, stated (very truly) that the differ.
ent corps, on arnving at their alarm-posts,
announced themselves by their music play-
ing the tunes peculiar to their own districts,
many of which have been gathering-signals
for conturies. It was particularly remem-
bered, that the Liddesdale men, before men
tioned, entered Kelso playing the lively
tune—

O wha dare meddle wi’ me!
And wha dare meddle wi' me !
My name it is little Jock Elliot,
And wha dare meddle wi’ me !

The patient was so delighted with this dis-
play of ancient Border spirit, that ho sprun
up in his bed, and began to sing the olg
song with such vehemence of action and
voice, that his attendants, ignorant of the
causo of oxcitation, concluded that the fever
had taken possession of the brain; and it
was only the entry of another Borderer, Sir
John Malcolm, and the explanation which
he was well quslified to give, that prevented
them from resorting to means of medical
coercion.’

Although this exhibition of the volunteer
spirit was confined to a province, it was gon-
crally accepted as a satisfactory proof of
the soundness of the national heart on the
occasion. Everybody was rejoiced to think
that, if real danger should arise, there would
be no Inck of courage to mect the enemy,
whatever might be the chances of the en-
counter. S0 happy an affair did the False
Alarm thus prove, that those wise people
who see further than their neighbors, were
all convinced that it had been got up dolib-
erately, 1 order to put the volunteers to a
sort of test. But this was a mistako of the
very wiso people. The whole affair originat.
cd simply in thee misinterpretation of some
accidental light, as above narrated.

—o o —

Harr-pax or OrFFicErs.—We are given to
understand that it is contemplated to im-
prove the half-pay of officers on the Captains
and Commander's Lists, We aro very glad

to hear it, and only hopo that the officerson
the Regerved and Retired Lists will not be
excluded from ¢ the bonefit of the act.”
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NOTES ON TEE DEFENCE OF CANADA.
No. 1V.

The new phase of political existenca on
which tha British Provinces of North America
aro about to onter rondere the consideration
of the question of their defence one of parn.
mount importance, and doubtless ineasures
towards that end will be submitted at the
first sossion of the House of Commons. As
it is one of those vital questions on which
the future stability of the institutions of the
people essentially rests, and in which they
have more than ordinary intercst, its dis-
cussion beforchand will be no breach of
etiquotte or good sense. Indeed, the people
of the British American Pruvinces are
peculiarly circumstanced with reforence to
this *question of defence; because it is
utterly out of their power to maintain any
thing like a standing army, and as military
service is imperative on each individual, it
behoves the whole community to know how
the duty their country requires can bo most
efliciently and economically discharged.

The extent of country to he defended de-
mands the services of every man capable of
bearing arms. Nor can this duty bo dele.
gated to any one class, presenting in this
respect o marked differenco to other coun-
tries whero sections of the population find
lucrative employment in the army. In
Canada the whole period of military service
18 an individual and personal sacrifice, there-
fore the question of organization must be
approached with considerable caution. It
chould embrace every man between the
ages of fifteen and sixty years, without any
exemption boyond physical disability; but
servico out of the locality should be volun.
tary. MNo duwvision of the service into fancy
classes should be allowed, but every man
should be encouraged in the idea that he
would be linble to march atan hour's notice
in defence of his country.

The full military stores belonging to each
battaJion should be placed at its headquar-
ters; and by making the municipal authori.
ties accountable, sufficient provision would
be made for their conservation, Under the
existing organization, ndividuals are obliged
to "Ylerform the duties properly belonging
to the state, at great expensé to themselves,
without any reward, or hope thereof, the
whole service being voluntary. To obtaina
commission in the Canadian service, it is
necessary to serve without pay; to raiso the
force to be commanded at individual ex-
pense, and to make good any loss of stores
or equipments supplied very scantily by the
Government, and to bear all expenses con-
sequont on keeping men who serve volua-
tarily together. This is not fair or just,
especially as officers that take tho trouble
of qualifying themselves are praoctically ex-
cluded from the highest staff appointments,
by the employment of officers of the impe-
rial sorvice. Now, there is no fact more
patent than, in the event of a war, these
Provinces must be defended by the people
or not at all, as far as that can be done by
o military force. Great Brifain could not
spare us more than 25,000 .men, and io view
of Europesn gonrz})lications, not evex so
large a number, TUnder these circumstances
it 18 necessary to give those gentlemen who
have qualified themselves. a fair share of
stafl’ appointments, as they will be obliged

to encounter all the risks, and_have really
tho greatest intercsts at stako.

As tho dafonce of the country must de-
pend on no proper soloction of positions,
and not on military mancouvres, s largoe
dovelopment of the artillery arm {s an
essentinl condition of thorough and oftective
organizntion;” and that development must
consist in somothing more than merely
clothing a given number in artillery uniform
and drifling thom asriflemen, A staff corps
would be also & necessity.  Sufticiont mato
rinl of tho best possible quality cxists for its
formation. In fact, the organization must
partake, in overy particular, of the corres-
pondent grades and arms of the regular
service to bo effeotive.  Moreover, in the
choice and oquipment of this torce, no dif-
ferenco whatever ahould exist batweon offi-
cers and men and the corresponding grades
in the regular army—the devico and tho
button should alone mark tho difference.
Fancy tailoring has prevailed in military
circles Intely, and it is perhaps an evidence
of tho advanced tasto of the times; butapart,
from every other consideration, the Cana-
dian Militin are ontitled by long and val-
lisnt service to wear the royal uniform,
and they do not want to be *distinguished
othorwise on the field.

Coming eventsare generally foroshadowed,
and it is far from impossible that the cession
of the Russian possessions on .this continent
to tho United States msy pot bring up
grave and complicated questions leading to
the last “argument of xqgs.” Whether
such a contingency is possible or probable,
1t is nevertheless the duty of the state to
make such preparations as will render the
country independent of the forbearance of
our neigbbors. As a simple colony, the
Washington politicians would look on us
without fear or envy ; becatise, when srrived
at adolescence, we might be willing to cut
loose from our mother’s leading strings and
take our chance in the wotld of the groat
ropublic; but it is quite snother matter
when, instead of setting up for ourselves,
we chooso to be partners in the old firm,
and make ourselves subject to all the liabili. «
ties of the position.

-

FOREIGN MILITARY NEWS.

Saxpwicn Istanps.—A despatch from San
Francisco, drted Feb. 19, says that Capt.
Turnour, of the British Navy, and Rear-Ad
miral Thatcher, of the United States Navy,
hnfx been decorated with the Order of King
Kamechameha, for courtesies extended to
Queen Emma while on board  their respect-
ive ships.

Brieci-LoapiNg SytaLl. Arus.—A trial of
an extrsordinary nature took place at the
(overnment g unds at Vincennes lately
‘The arm used was invented by Mr, F. W.
Prince, of London. Four hundred rounds
were fitgd. The first 60 rounds ab 800 me-
tres wero fired by 3r. Prince.  One hundred
rounds wero then fired by a serjeant of the
Chasseurs Vincennes, appointed by the Com-
mittee. The remaining 240 rounds were
then fired by Mr. Prince st 200 metres in 23
minutes, Every shot struck the target.
The use of water from a soldier's tin can-
teen was permitted. Not one cartridge
missed fire throughout the 400 shots, and
the rifle at the finish worked as easily as at
the boginning. Four hundred shots had
previously been fired from the same arm by

different officers on the Committee.




