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OUR BROTHERS IN DISTRESS.
Ixpore, May 26th, 1507,

Dzar Fnizxos :—You know how disappointed wo wero that tho
sotion of tho Governmont of tho Contral Provinces hindered us
from getting tho childron wo had arranged for at Damoh and
ospecially 8o as tho missionarics living there bolioved it would be
{mpoasible to got any till the Government thero should rosolve to
closo their Orphanagos—that anyono trying to save children oxposed
himsolf to the ohargo of kiduapping. It was very tryingtoscosuch
a poedy flold s0 near us and yot to feel that our hands were tied.

Central Indin—in contrast to the Central Provioces, which is
Britlsh torritory—consista of a number of Nativo States tmoro or
less indopendent of tho British Government, but under control of
tho Agent Govornor-General at Indore. It geneorally lics to the
north of the Central Provinces ; but is almost cut in two by a pro-
joction from the south of the C.P. and from the north of the North
Weat Provinces. That to tho east of thie projection is called
Bundelkhund and Baghlekund and hero tho famino has been very
bad from tho first ; but to reach it wo would havo to go through tho
C.P, and travel a distance of botwoon 400 and 500 milos. ‘That to
the wost of the projection is called Malwa. Wo belioved that a
famino had nover been known and we certainly did not know till a
vory short timo ago that thero wae any a0 near us. Io & way that
it is hard to account for the facta of the famine are very much con-
cealed. At the vory timo that the people in the C.P, werodying in
thousands the Commissioner rofused to ace tho need of anmy help
aud donied the oxistenco of any famine. This famino in Malwa
has been going on for about thros years and has been very sovore
for tho past yoar and a half. We at onco called a meeting of those
within reach to consider tho matter,—Rev. Dr. Smith of Mhowand
Miss Duncan of Neemuch together with all of the Indoro ataff,—
and I was appointed to go to find out tho state of matters, to give
such immediato holp as seemed ncocssary and to get as many
orphans as I could. Ths southern base of this famine arca is met
with about 180 miles to tho north cast of us on the regular trunk
road between hero and Agra. Asit is a good road I proposed at
first going oo my wheel ; but I soon fourd that it would be unwise
in tho great hoat to cxpoze myself o much and wont on by train.

The scones were over again those deacribed in my trip to Damoh.
In going along the main road of the town a man was seen lying
doad, and ovzry morning 10 or 11 men were picked up dead.  Not
a hundred yards from tho Rost House and in the heart of tho town
one of the Christians found & womau and child—the Iast of a family
of six that about two weeka before had come there—apparently
dying, who had not tasted food or water for thres days. The
mother wo auceeded in bringing round but tho baby died the next
day. In going through the town thousands were to be mot with
huanting in the dust heapa aod garbage for any stray grain or refusc
that could stare off the terrible craving for food.

About a year and a half ago the British officers thoro started a
aubscription and opencd a Relief Camp where about 600 wero daily
fed. All this timo tho native officials knew of no famine. ‘When
tbo number coming for relief becamo too great Col. Masters brought
the matter to the notico of Mabarajah Scindia who at onoo gave
Rs. 75,000 for this purposs ordered Rolief Camps to bo opened and
all arracgements to bo mads for the relief of the sufferers; but he
had to depend on his native assistants and s0 his good inteations
were by no means properly carried out. Thoso able to como get
help that will tend to prolong life; but thcse not able to como are
dying by thousands all ovor that sad country. Col. Masters of the
C. I. Horse has crderod his cavalrymen o patrol the roads loading
into Coona and to bring in all not able to go farther, and 50 now the
oative polloo havo been led to make a similar movo on a small seale;
but not at all on the scalo needed to meot the difficulty,

The Relief Camp at Coona consiata of an enclosure about 300
Fards squaro surrounded by a rough hedgo of dried thorns. Oa one
sido aro a number ¢f huts mado of grass, open at both ends and in
shape like a trisngle. Their condition must bo a very trying one in
tho raina and there is aure to be a heavy mortality. Each ia aup.
posed to got twice & day enough to keep lifo in ; but in mapy cases
it is just prolonged misery till death does its work.

In tho Relief Camps several things striko ono :—

1st. What a large proportion aro of the professinaal begging
cluas and how fow of tho poor villagers. It is not hard to distin.
goish betwoon tho impudont brazen face and long drawn oat whine
of the profcasional, and the hopeless, silont, aad look of the poor
villager.

2ad. How fow of tho boys and girls of from 10 to 18 aro to bo
soen thero. I dfd not see ono single girl betweon theso ages.
‘When you know that girls are constantly belog shipped from there
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by tho Hindoo and M>hwvnedau rostdonts of Agea and Dolhif it ia
ocarlly understood.

3cd. How muoh more wasted aro the womon than the moen and
tho children then oithor. Tho woakost go to tho wall Orst and ono
of tho sad foaturoes of tho famino is tho way it dostroys in so mauy
all human foelings and relations.

Tho Maharajab had forbiddon tho removal of any children from
the Reliof Camps and his officials tricd to hinder us from taking
thom oven when found outside; but to this we paid no attention
and gathered togother in a fow days 32.  Uno blind boy camo to us
one day and afver hns firat good moal begged to bo allowed to go to
hunt for his sistor, About noon tho next dny ho came back in
triumph loading tho woo tot of about throe. Their history was tho
history of many othera, Fathor and mothor with thoir two
children loft their homo for Coona, when all al homo was oaten.
Tho parents both dicd and left theso two to battle a little longer,
Thoy kad becomo soparated and #o for a whslo day the weo girlio
of about three had maunaged for herself. Iad wo not found them
io all probability in a fow days more they would havo afforded a
meal for tho jackals that to-day arc enjoying a rich harvest. ‘I'wo
of our Christians have gono back again and will I hope bring baok
a larger number.

We wero forced to lcavo sooner than we intended on account of
tho interferonco of the vile charactors that watobed for a chanco to
got a hold of our girls—somo of whom woro over ten yoara old.
Women would complain to the officiala that wo had carried away
their children aud only when thero was no doubt of it would thoy
givo up their howling and lyivg. Tho ao called Holy men tried to
feighten tho childron by saying we were appointed by the Govern.
ment to gather theso children that they might be mado a sacrifico
to the Queen this year ; or that a number of children wore nceded
to put under a now railway bridge ; and when we stopped on a rail-
way bridge on our journey here the children began crying out with
fear as they supposed wo had stopped to throw them over.

It was 80 hot that I could not do much except in the morning
and evoning but I had with mo two of our new Christians, who
agrecably surprised mo by their faithful, patient, kind caro of those
poor children—a roarked contrast to the inhuman conduct of the
Hindus and Mohamedans about them.

It is said that tho Government of the Central Provincos is about
to closs thoir orphanages, The Hindta and Mohamedana will be
given tho first choico but the Missionaries do not expect them to do
much and #0 it is probable that all the Missionaries will havo largo
numbers of children offered to them. I am glad tho friends at
home bave subscribed 8o liberally that we shall be ablo to bear oue
sharo when opportunity presents itsolf. What grand possibilitics
are involved in it ?

The famine is going to be a very powerful agent to vverthrow
Hinduiam. Children in thoussnds are being taken out of that fold ;
the lovo and sympathy of Christians is strikingly made mani.
fest and contrasted with tho inhuman conduct of so many of the old
religions ; caste distinctions are being in many cases destroyoed—for
though some will rather dio than cat what to them is unclean, in a
far greator number the craving for food overcoiacs all projudices
aud considerations ; and in not a fow cases thoy aro led to think
about God and ctornity with an carncstness not bofore seon. May
Christians bo worthy of tho opportunity. Yours faithfully,

J. WiLkix,
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