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five from the Ma>ritimne provinces, one from
the United States, and six from, Quebec. If
mon are to be counted, the west bas a right to
.speak out.

WHY have the money contributors been s0
lacking in the we.Qt? That one or twvo men in
the east have been moved to give into the thou-
sands cannot fully explain the inatter. The
West can give. For the missionary society
hast year the western and central associations
gave $1900, as against $1866 from the eastern
and ail Quebec. 0f the $1450 promised for
the debt on the 0. C. M. S. one thousand came
from. Ontario, and has mostly been paid. On-
tario can give, and six hundred and twenty
dollars paid in on the account are from the cen-
tral and western associations. It is not wvnnt
of ai ility, cau it be of wilt? or is there a deep-
er cause? Let these facts be pondered Weil,
and we may the better and the soonier arrive
at a solution of the problems that press upon
us. We have thus endeavored to answer sev-
eral enquiries lately made at oui' hands, and
trust that their bearings wiil bc understood.
As on former occasions we expect these frank
statements to be faulted, -but knowledge is
power when wisdom guides.

WE can but draw attention to the touching
coincidence that this issue whîich contains obi-
tuary notices of our venerable father, Dr.
Wilkes, also bas an obituary of Mrs. Miles, the
widow of the late Rev. Richard Miles who
formed the church of wvhich Mr. Wilkes bt.-
camie pastor in 1836, and which grew into the
Zion church af happy memory. The early
landmarks of oui' history are aiE but gone.

WE attended duriug our stay ini Montreal
one of the meetings of the Students hehd regu-
larly for the discussion of various topies. The
subject on the evening of our visit was revivals.
Several took part. ltwould be invidious to
particularize. This we desire to say, we have
seldoni heard the subjeet more intelligently and
cahinly discussed. Diverse viewvs were of course
presented, but presented with a due regard to
opposite opinions. Thei e was a marked ab-
sence of dogmatism and of cant. There was
present a spirit of earx-.st enquiry and of the
true student spirit. We desire to record our
feelings of pleasure and of hope called forth by
Iistening to, the expressions of a growing and
sanctified cominon sense.

TuE Ontario elections are on hand, atnd our
party papers are full of electionecring wrangles.
The Public School question is dragged into Mie
muddle, especiaily iu connection with Roman
Catholic influence n.nd the Separate Sehools.
No more potent appeal can he made to the un-
reasoning many than that which appeals to re-
ligious prejudice, and they do a cursed work
who thus appeal. Congregationalists have ev-
er contencle for equal rights and no coercion
in the inatter of religion. They stand Micro
stil]. To them a thoroughily unsectaria-n sys-
tom of education is precious, and separate
sohools at the public expense a rniistake. Should
that issue be raised, i. e. the perfecting of our
educational system by the abolition of ail class
distinction, Mie Con gregational body, whatever
diversity of political views may obtain among
the members, will be fouiid truc to their tradi-
tions and their principles. But, neither party
at this present lias the slightest intention ot
touching that aspect of the question; the solid
Catholic vote is too niuch for your mere politi-
cian, be bis color what it mýay. Hence ail this
crýy about Roman Catholie influence in our
party press has such a manifest air oiinsincer-
ity as to be positively ludicrous were it not
fraught Nvith danger to our future peace. It
is the cry for a purpose of the reciless parti zan.
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The church is tnc body of Christ, every neuiber of
the church is therefere one wvitli Hirn as the branchies
-ire with the vine. The principle then that c'nly spiri-
tual and believing persons are fit for the association
called thc church of Christ camnneot bu denied. There
is ne need of quoting chapter and verse te, prove that
the church is a spiritual society," cornposedl of souls ini
real union with Uic Lord.

No challenge wvill bu offered, .1 take it, te the state-
ment that any systein of church rembership which
shall include ail the inhabitants of a, locality without
respect te the "iuow hteart," is ipsofacto cenderncd as
anti-christian. Many a time in the past did God coin-
mand our forefatliers in the faith of Christ te, utter truths
that may seem te us te have been slîarply spoken, or
te have been written in a censorieus, spirit, but when


