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lifetime, not as the utterance of the
Apostle, but as a note of tnumph
breathed from the dying lips of one
whose death eclipsed the sunshine of
his own hfe. There can hardly be a
page, I say, of thus Book which has
not thus its most sacred and solemn
associations with the lives of all of us,
with our deepest agonizings, our ho.i-
est rememirances, our sublimest as-
pirations, our cries of pemtence ind
gne!, our songs of joy and wictory.
And, as men are constituted, it is not
the substance merely, but the very
wording of these pissages which clings
to the heart and the memory ; so that
when even onewurd is altered, itis as
though a false pote had been struck on
the mstrument and the music of the
soul had become harsh discord,

Tney will tell us that this is the mos*
cansurvative, the mast narrow of views
of such a chanyge as that which is now
being made, when for the Old Word
that has been as it were a part of our
lives, a new one 18 being substituted.
It may be so. Perhaps they are right
when they say that a hundred years
hence this new version will have gath-
ered round it associations as sacred as
those which cluster about the venerable
volume which we now possess. Just
80, when the hoary, ivy-grown shrine
wherc successive generations have wor-
shipped ; where children and children’s
children lave followed the fathers,
treading the same church pavement,
occupying the same old seat:, kneehny
at the same altar, until every stone of
the siacred buillding seems to have its
story {nr some of us, its holy assoctation
with the joys and sorrows of the past,
is replaced by the newest, and hand-
somest, and most commodious of
edifices, there must be many who in th-
secrecy of therr hearts murmur, ** that
this 1s not the place they knew,” and
that to thematleastthe weather-stained,
timc-wornedifice that hasbeenremoved
was dearer than the new shrine can
ever be. Nor will ridicule, or comm n
sense or hard logic change a sentiment
which 1s nterwoven with the deepest
and truest instincts of humanity. The
change mav peossibly be tor the better ;
but in this world there can be nochange,
no innovation, without a birth-pang ;
and it is probable that millions are now
feeling that the change which has
given us this revised version of the
Scriptures is one by which they them-
selves are sufferers.—Leeds Mercury.

INTERNATIONAL S, S. LESSON.
Sunday, July 17.

" The Call of Moses. B. C. 1491, Ex iii:
1-14.

Gorpex Texr, v. 12.—And He said, cer-
tainly I will be with thee; and this shall
bo a token unto thee that I have sent
theo : When thou bast brought forth this
people out of Egypt, ye shall serve God
apon this mount.in.

Commat vs. 10,12,

INTHODUCTION AND CONNECTION.

Forty years intervened between our
last lesson and this. During that period
Moses had fled from the laud of Egypt into
that of Midiun, bad becowe au iumate
of the honse of Jethro, the priest of
Midisn, whose daughter he had married,
and the keeper of whose flocks he con-
tinued to be until the ca/l came which
constitutes our present lesson. During
those forty years Moses had much timo for
reflection. Alone in the wildorness with
his flocks, his mind would dwell much n})-
on the history of his race, and cspecial
upon God’s dealings with them; his fui
woald have timo to maturo, and his spirit-
ual nature toripen in submission, meck~
ness, sud humility. At length, when
God’s time (see Gen. xv: 18) had come,
He appeared to Moses, and wrmed him
with Diviue power and authority to be the
delivervr of his nation.

LESEON XOYEA

(L) Now Moses kept the flock, &c. 1t is
supposed by sowme that his Aeeping zhe
& wns commenced 8 anact of servioe for
his wife. Whethzr so or not, it appears

that this sorvice-was ¢ mitinuad for other
rensons.  fle led Ais flock to the back side of
the desert. The land of Midian at 1his
titno was the pouninsula that lies boetween
tho two bmnc}ma. or gulfs into wiich the
Red Son divides at it northern oxtromity.
Much of this rogion was dewort inter-
spoersed with fortile neres. ‘Tho back sideof
the desert lny alony tho eastera side of this
peninsuly, and terminatod in tho nearer.
or waestern slope of the Sinaitic ringe of
mountring.  Came fo the mosntuins of God
(the mountain wh o G o muifosted Hhim.
wll) cren to  Horeb- the mouatainous
rogion in which Swmi aud Hreb aro situ.
ated.

(2.) Aad the Angel of the Lord, --nota
created nngol, but Te ANcL o Hig pre.
sENes--(Ex. xxiti: 20 28 Lo, Ixiii: 93 Malachi
iii: 1)—~thatis, the Lord Christ (v. 4; Dout,
xxxiii : 18). Jn @ flame of fire. Thix flame
of fire wnd not G wl; but it wis » symbol,
or tvpe of Higpresonce, Out (<hining ont)
of the midst Z/ @ bush. And he looked,
and behold the bush burned with fire, and the
busk was not consumed. "This suaple fi sure
of tho dusk uuconsumed by the fico within
its Losotn, has been tortured to convey a
number of meanings——such as Israel, not
consumed by the cruolty of tho E.syptinns
beeanse Gd was in the midst ; the Church
not crushad by p r<ecutions because God
was in har; the Saint, not destroyed by
spiritunl foes beciuse of Gud’s prusence
within hims. But in all these the symboho
signiticance of fire is chauged ;—it i1 not
God, bat cruelty, persscution, or spiritasl
foes. Whatoever valuo my bein these in-
terpretations, they fill short of the trne
ideal of the tvpe, which is that of Christ in
His Humansty, Asthe miterial bush was
enabled, unconsumed, to sustaiu the action
of thiy divine symbol of God's presence, so.
frail perishable humanity was wmndo ubleto
infold and su<t.in tho true Divinity of God.
‘Chis ig » simplo revelution of Christ, and
shoull have nothing mixed up with it to
divert or distract the thought from Him.

(8.) 7 will now turn aside and see, &c.
Here was humau curiosity which turned
aagerly to investiute what he probably, for
the moment, regarded us ouly a natural,
but surprising phenomonon.

(%.5.) This movement was, howsver,
apecdily checked by the warning voice of
God, speaking from out the flame—tfas2s,
Moses, draw not nigh kither; put off thy
shoes from off thy feet. The tuking off of
the shuen, or sand4ls, when entering a place
that was esteemed hioly was a custom with
which Moses must have been familier; as
it was then, and is' still prictised iu the
enst. It was virtually a coufession of de-
filoment, and unfituess to stund in tue pre-
sence cf holiness. Holy ground—not holy
in itself, but holy becauso of God's pre-
sence.

(6.) The annonncoment Jam the God of | ¥°

thy father, the God of Abrakam, the Gud
of Isaac, and ths Guit of Jacob, was, donbt.
loss, as unoxpected to Muses as it was ter-
rible. Hu had waited furty yeurs, to have
the beliefthat tiod.would use him for thede-
liverance of Isruel coufirmed, but it had
not been.done,; and. probi Wbly, be had long
since ceased to think of himself in connec-
tion with thatevent. He kid Ais face, for
ke was afraid to look upon God. Tuis, we
may suppose. was the first time God had
uppeared to Moses under any visible form.

(7.) And the Lord said, I Aave surely
seer &o.—literally, seeiry, 1 Aave seen—
not only seen, but fe/?, sympathized with,
pitied— (see again Is. Ixiii.9.) And [ have

reard, &oc.—-(1s. lix.1.) 7hnow their sor-|

rows. ‘The Lwrd had seex, Aeard, and
kno-un; therefore He said—

739.) I am come down to deliver them,
& ¢. These words wers used iu an accom-
aoda ed, or hum+u sense. God was act-
ingas a just and pitiful ruler would act
onder similar circumstances. He wns
condescending to take the matter of His

ple's wrongs into His own hende i
order to dcliver the oppressed and to
judge snd panish the oppiessor.

(10.) Come, now, therefore, I will send
thee, unto Pharack, &c. What w word
was that | Moses alone, with no aray, no
jvflnence, no hold upon tho confidence
and affoction of his nation,—for forty

‘years a fugitive in Midinn, und forgottcn

in Egypt, what could he do? Nay; it was
not what Moaes conld do but what God
could do through Moses. This was what
God was about to teach bim.

Bring them up....unlo a good land

.and a large, (compnred with. Goshen):usnio-

a land flowing with milk and honey—iliese
were products in which Csnaan abonnded
—unto the place of the Canaanite, &*.
Here, in connection with the deliverance

of tho Israelitos, God was nbout to execn o
a doublo judgmoent ; first, upon the Egyp-
tinns for thew cruelty and remorseless
oppressions, aud, secondly, upon the
Cansunnites for their abominuble wicked.
ness— (seo Luv, xviii.24.28) (11.) Moaos’
conseionsnoss Hf helplesaness anud of his ut-
ter luck of influence and powor, finds ex-
prossion here—who am 1, that I showld go to
Pharaok ? This was tho position to which
all God'’s denlings with Moses had been
inteuded to bring him-—the ronlization of
his own woalkness snd insnfficiency, o
himself, to do the work proposed. ‘This
was renlly Moser’ best preparation for
offective wervice, (12.) Certainly 1 awill
be with thee. [Fhis nssnrance should al-
wauys be cnough, If God is with His
poople. Ho who is with them i8 more
than all that can be agamst tem. Zhes
shall be a token—(u 8igu) unto thee thatl
Aave sent thee, Lhis token is understoxd
in tnreo diffrrent  ways—smine have
taken it to bo the bush, burning, but un-
consumed ; wome, the presence of God with
Mosus; wud otnnrs, the worskip of God
that was by und by to take place on that
maountain,

'The first seews to present fewest diffi-
cultius, und to be hest calonlated to servo
the purposo of a foken, or sign.

(18.) Aud Moseos said unto God—-behold
when I come unto the childron of Isruel,
sud shall say to them—the God of your
futhers hath sent mo to you,—und they
s.al Buy t» me,—whatis His namo 2—
what shall I say to them? Tie Egyp-
tiany hud rzanmtes for all their gods—tho Is-
rawlitos would naturally want to know the
numo of theirs.  Moses was going, both to
his people aud to the kiug of Egypt. in the
chaructor of an ambassador ; — to Lnow the
nsme of the Gud who sent him, would be
needful for him slso,

(14.) And God sard to Moses,] AM THAD
I AM .....ny unto.-he children of
Israel, I AM Aatk sent me to you. Dr.
Clurko suys of this* it is difficult to put »
meaning on the wonls ;—they seewms i -
tonded topoin ont the ctaruity and self-
existence of Gud,”—and possibly, where
we know and understaudso little, this is
onough to suy.

‘Ixthe subrequent verse God gives those
dearer und better known titlesso familixr
to every Isruelite, und then adds—7rAss o5
my name forever, aud this is my memorial
snto all generations. Vhe this und thss
may mesn that I AMis His nnme, aod zke
God of Abrakam, &*., His memorial ; or
both muy be used for the one desiguation.

SUGGRSTED THOUGHTS.

God’s thoughts and the thoughts of even
the best of rmen ure very much uulike,
Moses had thought it wus time to deliver
Isracl forty years before God suw fit to do

To Moses itdoubtless seemed some times
a8 though Gud was very unmiudful of His
people—that Hedid not regurd their cry.
‘To see how greatly he mistook read aguin
v8.7and 8.

That Moses w~s now fitted to begin work
for t30d, is best sean in his own sense of un-
fitness. His locs of confidence in himselt
hxz%. fittod him for implicit confidence in
G
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LEARNING AND PIETY.

If we may believe some Christians,
and especially some Christian writers,
there is notking that so needs consid-
eration as the intellectual side of
religious profession and enterprise,
and hence of the questions that claim
the attention of scholars and critics.
They talk exclusively of readings
and manuscripts, exegesis, the rela.
tion between religon and  science,
Biblical scholarship, and the ail and
singular that is comprehended in the
literature of the Scriptures and associ-
at:d studies. Soenamoured do they be-
come of these pursuits, that simple
picty loses its fragrance for them.
While regarding it as a sin and a mis-
fortune not to be saved, they yet esteem
it. an almost equal obliquity to be a
Christian without the philological
accomplishments.

It would be hard to tell how greatly
the world and the church have been
indebted to the men who have given
‘their minds this kind of direction,
They have been part of its glory. They
still exist a= those who, if not its chief
ornaments, are yct its noble represcnt-
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atives, and to whom i1t turns in times
of danger for light anl vindication.
But there is such a thing as being
made mad by much leaumng, and, in
the zeal of that which 15 scholaly and
nothing m .re, of forgetting other things
which are of vastly more 1nportance,
The life of Christ in the soul, nourished
and chenshed there as an eaperience,
and exhibited in "the daily walk and
conversation, is of more value than all
the technical study and philosophy that
may be gained in a lifetime. He is
the happiest man who has the most of
it, xmt:i the best one besides. And
as to influence upon the world in the
way of commending the truth and in
persuading men to believe in the Lord,
one such man is worth more than an
academy full of servants with all their
learning and showy accomplishment
of proof and pedantry, in whom a
vigorous piety is wanting.

_For this reason, amid the growing
disposition to test everything by
criticism, there ought 1o he a more
urgent care to cultivate that higher life
of faith and dev.tion to the lord.
There are tundreds of religious phil-
osophers who are accounted ‘‘leaders*’
in the line of schi 1 aship,who yet weigh
but listle in the way of the profounder
experiences of the Gospel. They are
called decp, but are shallow. They
name themselves distinguished, and
yet are but little known ex.ept us the
newspaper gives them advertisment.
‘They claim that they have gone to the
hottom of all disputed facts involved in
the religious questions of the day, when
they have bur lived a supesficial life,
gleaning amid debris that a rightly
exercised Christian would have thought
beneath his notice. The deep man,
the man of real learning, and who is
properly and cfficiently a “leader® in the
things that pertain to the Gospel, iis
one who, having a good knowledge of
the Scriptures, has proved the truth of
them by his communion with God;
and when the hard terms and pedantic
philosophizing cf the other have been
forgotten, the flavour of his piety will
still be sweetening and stimulating the
souls ot his fellowmen.—United Pres-
byterian.
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GOD'S PROMISES TO CHEER-
FUL GIVERS.

*Honour the Lord with thy substance
and with the first fruits of all thine in-
crease ; so shall thy barns be filled with
plenty.”(Prov. iii, g, 10,)

“Give, and it shall be given unto
vou ; good measure, pressed down, and
shaken together, and running over,
shall men give into your bosom. For
with the same measure ye mete withal
it shall be mecasured to you again."”
(Luke. vi 38.)

* He that hath pity on the poor
lendeth unto the Lord, and that which
he hath given will he pay him agamn.”
(Prav. xix. 17.)

“He which soweth sparingly shall
reap also sparingly: and he wmich
soweth bountifully 8 :all reap also boun-
tifully.” 2 Cor. ix. 6.)

* Upon the first day of the week let
every one of you lay by him 1n store as
God hasprospered him.” (1 Cor. xvi. 2.y

 Blessed is he that giveth to the
poor; the Lord will remember him in
time of trouble.” (Psalm xli. 1.)

*The liberal soul shall be made 1at;
and he that watereth shall be watered
also himsclf.” Prov, xi. 25.)

“The liberal deviseth hiberal things,
and by liberal things shall he stand.’
(Isaiah xxxii. 8 )

*He that hath a bountiful eye shall
be blessed, for he giveth of his bread
unto the poor.” (Prov. xxii.

“He that giveth unto the poor shall
not lack.” (Prov. xxviii. 27.)

. “‘God loveth a cheerful giver.” (2 Cos®
1%, 7.)—Selected, . >



