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I3APT[STS AND BAPTISM.

BY REV. G. B. JOINSON.

WHO AUEs BAPTIsT$'?

This naine,C "Pttedobaptists," ats its etylnoiogy suggfests, is intended tg) deixote
those wlio baptize infants; but as applied to us, it ie a very iiadeq nate naine,
sice we as reariiiy baptize adults whienever occasionl requires. WVe have liere
one Of severai instances iii which accident or caprice lias ronfotinded sectarianl
naines. %V are Gatiiolies9, but not Papists; Episcopalians, but not Prelatists
Iinitarians, but not Sociiiians; ani wve are Baptiîts, but we do not restrict the
rite to believere or aduits. Sitrely that naine, " Bap)tiste," is the coitnnon pro-
porty o>f ail who devoutiy hinour, as they believe, their Lord's comlln:uItd-" Go
ye, tiierefore, and disciple ail nations, baptizing themin ithe naine of the Father,
and of the Son, and of the Hloiy Gliost, tffaching thein to observe ail things iat-
sDever 1 hiave coininanded yotî." Stich xnay justiy rein 'uistrte-" If any niaî
trust to liiin3elf that lie ie a Baptist, let him of linseif tlîink this agrain, that
as lie is a Baptist even so are wve Baptistes." Being su ciosely identified with our
CIBaptist " brethirenl in theology and p.Ility, we (ieeply regret that this qulestioni
slîould have separated thein froin us ; and we hail witlî joy every sign of the day
Iwhien, in a coimion large-heartediiess and stroîîg mutuiai affection, we shall ail bc
aslianied of the "Idivisions " thaît have g-rrwn out ef the Baptist controversy.

BAPTIKSM A DISCIPLING RITE.

Tliat our administration of the rite is ustially to infants, arises froin these two
facts: Thiat we regard baptisin as initiatory tco Chîristian instruction, and thiat
Ch.ristianity is the faith in which Lng-land for centuries hias been edlicated.
WVere wve planting Christianity iii heathen lands, adluit baptisin would bear jiiet
suehi proportion to infant baptismns as the aivakened teachablenees of the peopile
denmanded.

On the authority of the precepts and precedents of the New Testainent, we
consider baptisin essentiai ly a discipling rite- a rite that is to precede and in tro-
duce to iîîstriiction. Ouir Lord'e comni-nd, just before Hie ascension, is the onlly
full aiid explicit direction to baptize that %ve have (M'att. xxviii. 18-20.) Andi
this inifestiy places instruction after the administration of the rite-a.- fact whicli
would have been far more patent to, ail hiad our tranelators duiy indicated the
distinction betweeil the two terns "make disciples" and "Iteaching." .Joni
baptized Il ito repentance," not af ter it, nor hecause of it (Matt. iii. 11.) His
baptisui did imot diserjîninate cliaracter; the very inen mhoin lie denounced a a
Cigeneration of vipers," ivere baptized by in, and then sternly reproved (Matt.
iii. 5-7, &c.) Nor did Chirist's baptisi discrimiîiate, (John iv. ],) nor the :Xposties'
(Acte ii. 41,) nor Philip's (Acts viii. 13, comnpared with verses 18-24.) Verse 37
of that chapter is an interpolation, anid lins been fruitful of mnuch misconceptioxi.
(See Dr. Haliey's CISacrainents," sec. vii. note A.) Nor do the other baptisins
denote anything more than entrance into discipieship. T.here is iio instance of
delay for instruction or for test of chiaracter; as soon as ever any one wae wiilin.g
to le twiffght, baptisin was adininistered. We ineet with no cases in which tho
descendanits of Christian parents were baptized in aduit yeare, nor with exhorta-
tions to such to be baptized. Scarcely could this have been so if the viewe of
CIBaptiste " had then pre vailed. INowhere je baptisin presented as a churcli or-
dinance; it stands as an) izidividual or family right, and is observed with equal
propriety in the solitude of a journey, or at dead of niglit in the house of a gaoier,
as in the presence of multitudes (Acte viii. 39, xvi. 23.) In our judgmnent, wiîat
je called "lbelievere' baptism " contradicte Scripture by imposing the conditions
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