
I 332THE CASE 0F THE REV. 1). J. MACDONNE LL.

aset of this questinn, we may be pernîitted te, toucli on two or three particulars
affecting our general position which may have soimewhat to do with our growth.

Firat, might not a well-cunsidered plan of action in our denominational affairs,and
a fciithfui carryig out thereof, seoure to our body some advantaje po3sessed, by other
deizom inations in which we have bee& s2pposed deficient?

Wh1lle maintaining Intact the Scriptural indopendency of the Churches in
inmixging their own affaira, means mnight bu found te, give greater pronuinenceto,
our onencss in Christ. This, especially in the mettiernent and dismïssion of minis-
ters, ordinations and recognitions, services te be in order among us requiring the
presence and ceunitenance of the bisheps and delegates of the Churches ini the
inimediate Iocality, aithougli not excluding that of leading brethren frorn a dis-
tance :and further in aiming to secure the essontial point of good and regular
standing ini the îninistry, by a mutual understanding of general principles to which
ail subxnitted.

Se-ond, the cnulivation of a stronger denernèinationcd spiiit among its would tend
to strengthen us genirally.

A deeper interest would be feit in our work. Desertions frei our ranks would,
be les likely te occur, especially among members removing froni cities te, country
places. Our publie denorninational gatherings, such as Associations and Unions,
would become more attractive, especially if, in8tead of constitution-making and
anxending occupying a large part of the tume, thought was concentrated on what-
ever tends te, deepen and extend the work of God in ourselves and ethers.

Third, our rnissionaty operatow. require to be calmly and prayerftdlv' 2eviewed,
thatwe rnay be aroused te prosecute them with stronger faith and mai;ttain them
tigoroinsly.

If any iniprovement can be made in our nxachinery, by ail m-eans ]et us adopt
it. If special cvangelistic services are found te be honoured of God in saving
seuls, let efforts be nmade to hold them. If our reliance on pecuniary assistance
froni England has been feund te, impede our-development in self-help and Chris-
tian vigour, let us set about awakening such zeal and love inIthe hearta ef ail that
our treasury will be replenishied by offerings demonstrative of Christian willing-
hood sud censecration.
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The case of theRev. D. J. Macdonnell, of St. Andrew's Church in this city, who,
some rnonthis age, was cliarged before the Toronto Presbytery with having
departed frein the standards cf the Presbyterian Church, iu regard to the doctrine
of "' Future Punishuxent," came up for a hearing again on the 4th uit., that being
the time fixed by that body at which lie wvas required te report as te his agrec-
mient, or otherwise, with the teachinga of the Confession of Faith. In accordance
Nvith their requirement, M&. Macdonnell submitted the following statexuent :

" 1. So far as the language of the Confession of Faith on this peint is coucerned,
1 find that it is almost entirely burrowed froni Scripture, andi1 declare xny adhe-
sien te it, understariding the phrase ' eternal toraxents' te, have the sanie mean-
in- as 1 everlasting punishment 'in Matthew xxv.

"2. M'hile I do net consider nîyself debarred by the teaching of Scripture frein
hopiing that God mnay in seme ivay put an end te, sin and suffering, I arn satisfied
tliat it is net a part of the message wvith which I arn eutrusted as a minister of the
Goespel to hold out any hiope of future pardon te, the'se who have in this life re-
jected Christ, 'Now is the accepted time.' What God niay do hereafter is appar-
eiitly net ameng the things revcaled, or intended te, be known.


