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COTTON GROWING WITMI TEE EXPIRE.

A ssirvey of the work and prospects af tue Brnitish Cotton
Gr-owitg Association was given by, J. Arthtur Hutton, vice-
prcsidcnt, before the Manchester Statisticai Society, ne-
ccuîtly. Mn. Ilutton said that tht question of the future
suipply of cottan was flot ta bc rcgarded aà a local matter
affecting the interests af merchants and manuifacturers in
Eîtgland, or those af tite millions ni eople directiy or in-
directiy dependent uipon the cotton trade, for hardiy a coun-
try was iii.-ffectcd ly ait insufficieîît suppiy o! raw material.
Lîgiaîîd %vis siot tht oîtly couutry affectcd. Gcnmany, France,
and ceî tuc Untited States, were feeling the cffccts of this
short stîpply. anîl the cvii v.as aggravated by the unscrupiul-
ans opcratiouis of spccîîlators. Pe'cdid not thhîk tiîat legis-
lation ccuid reînedy tliese evils. Tht normal annual in'rrcase
in tht constinîîflian of cottoît was about 400,000 to 5U3,noo
baies, antI if it continucd, iii ten years we shouid r-quire an
adudition uf 4.000,000 hales. Thli productioni ni raw cntton
had îlot ilncrca:>cd -su fast as the cansumptinn That was dur
lu the want ar çiasticit3 it the United States production
i lit present supuiy u! cutt was insuificient ta kerp the
s.%pidles ai tht vonid fully enipioyed, and tir cnttnn tradr
hind dcvcloped intu a scranibic for tht availabiç supplies

liu dcaliîg wviti tht wonk aiready accottîplished, lie ailude4l
lu) iritislh India, and said that the quality ai Indian cottoît
had detcrioratcd in the last ten years no attempt having been
maitiec to select tht bcst secd for planting ptînposes. Tht
ntethods ai cilitivation, too, wcrc primitive Tht estabii-
itent afiiiodel farns in the cotton fields mighit rcniedy this.
Rciprescntiat ions liad been nmade ta the Goverrnent on the
subi cct.

lit the WeTst Indics, it liad been arnanged that grants
.shuuild bc niade ta pianters who wishtd ta sincertake the
giewth ai cottoit-so ntuci wlitn the land was pianted, s0
nîuch wlitn tht crop was partly gnawn, and a ii..ther amouint

oit sltipincnt. Thec cotton %would be consiýned ta tie assn-éi-
ation, and th surplus procctds haîîdcd aven ta the plante,
Furnicrly Ipriit.1spz supplies came front the WVest Indics, andi
it was huped we .lîoîtld agaiin have a large supply nf cntton
froin those islan(l5.

In Egypt thcrc w.iz a waîtt uf labor and transport. The
tirst difficulty tie alunec cutild uvcrcu.nîc, but thec Suakini-
l3erber Ratlway woula suivc tîte traîtspurt qîtestiri. Rcently
a îîew field liad been dtscovercd near Tokar, on tht Red Sca,
andi in that district tbenc wenc large possibihîgties, and the land
availabie was said ta bc capable oi growJllg a crop as large
as tite presclit total Esyîîuiait growulî.

Nyassalanud %va, otte oi the :11051 pratnising fields. A
cansiderable acreage had been put under catton, andadvances
<mi £t.om cadi wcre bciug giveit titis ycar to two planters,
tid(er Gnvcrtînicsit supcrvisioît. gins and other ntaclinery bc-
ittg stipllicil. Tva thloîsaîtd acres wotîld bc put under cot-
toit. antd tue crop would bce sent ta the association for sale,
aîîd the profit. less tue advaîîccs andi expenses, wnultl go ta
tue plai.ttersç. li ias said! that ont or two hundncd tltousand
acres miglit bc cultivated in 1903;.

ln Soutltcrn Nigeria a large tract of1 country was suitable
ior coiton-growilîg. Mr. Prince, ail =xpcfl. cltared anti
ctîltiva-ýeul arniaituatiait ai abouî, fifty ;xcres ait tue Niger river,
near Oditsha. This -was sown iwith Amenican secd, and a
large UalîlîIe liai' tiecit sentt htonte. andc mis just lte cattoîl
wanted iii La-ncashire; and if i.wooaoo bales of it werc avail-
abît cvcr. iii in Lancashire woulul to-day bc running full
tite. Ont advantage Sa:î:hern Nigeria poqsessvd was duit
as itatural waterways existed, ito railways are nc-ccssary.

Nortiîrit Nigeria, wuth ant arca of ovcr 300,000 square
ltiles and ioooooo inltabitants, ofTcred ait enormous field
cuitivation, mnore so than any atiter of aur West African pos-
sessions. The Hiaussas wure intelligent and civilizcid, and a1
peace-ful race, devating their cnergics tu agriculture andi
commerce. $5,ooooa was, however, requircd to coiistrtict a
railway connccting the interior with the Niger River.

It lîad been argued that if the association's efforts wcre
successful, an over-production wotiid resuit, and the price

~ulIf.-i sa lç%w as to make the cultivation of these ncw
fiils unprofitable. Sa far, howevcr as long-stapled cottoii
was coneerned, a substantial fai! in prices would stili leave
an ample niargin cf profit. Thâe main question was, could
WVest Aïrica compete with the United States? On this point,

ivfe e could* not yct tell to a fract ion te cost ci growilug
West African cotton, we did know that'labor in West Africa
%vas very mucit cheaper titan in the States, for any antout
could be had for 6d. ta is. a day. Land couid also bc baci
at an aimost nominal rent, and if cultivated by the native, as
a rule, no rent at ail was pnid, except, perhaps, soine small
tribute to the chic! af the conimunity. 'On the other hand,
in the United States a cash rentai ofios0. to 2os. per annum
per acre had ta be paid. or whien, as was niostly the case, the
rent wus paid ini kind, about one-third was handed aver for
rent af the land and another third for tht use af impie-
nicuts, fertilizcrs, ctc., if provided by the landiord, lcaving
ane-third for the fariner. Aithougli in tht States there were
niany plantations of considerable acreage, tht buUc of the
crop was grown on small farms, varying in size fram a few
acres up to twenty acres. Larger farms werc tht exception.
Tlîese small farmerscoufd not afford to wait until tht crop
%vas harvested. Thîcy. had t0 get credit fromn tht local- stores
or mortgagc their growing craps. This ind tht rent was a
Very hicavy tax on the cultivator, and a serions addition tu
the pricer of cotton. Oit the other hand it was tht opinion
ni every West African governar ta %whom the question was
submitted, that cotton grawing couid bc carried an without
any sucit advanccs. Messrs. Ncciy and 'Prince, bath genti* e-
nien brought up in Anierican cotton fields, and accustomed
to the credit systcmn, also confirincd these opinions. Under
thrse circumstances, lie, 2%r. Hutton, was firmly canvincc'd.
that Wecst Africa wauld soon bc able ta grow cottan much
more cheaply than America, and shauld production overtake
consurnpton, it was the Aznerican fariner who would suifeér
by the flu ini price, and nat the West African.

New Zealand flax is now uscd in Ganàda for the nianu-
facture af binder mwine. Up tili reccntly the fibre has bcu
going ta Canada, via Londan, but awing ta tht l0w freiglit
freights most af the niaterial i 's now sent ta 'Vancouver.
Rccntiy a ftrm shippcd front Wellington 45o baies ta Sydney
for trans-shipmnt ta the next steamer for B3ritish Columbia,
and a week later tht saine fin dcspatcbed another lot via
Auckland and Fiji ta catchi tht sanie stcanier.Téxtile Aler-
cury, Manchester.

The Cosmos Cotton Ca., Yarmouth, N.S., -bas filed a suit
for $iooo damnages against tht Alabama Great Southern
Railway, for shortage. Cotton shipped ta themn fromn J. H.
Caughlin, Blirmingham, Ala., purparting ta weigh 5:a,ooo
paunds, weighed oniy hait that amounit an dclivcry. Bill ai
ladiang for $A0wspaid by the com plainants. J. H. Cauglt-
lin faiied se<.eral inonthis ago, and firns ail over the world
have charged thât hie shipped them short wcight cotten.
Coughlin %%as rceently, indictcd. Several ather firnis have
filcd actions simiuiar ta that taken by tht Cosmos Company.


