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Referring to a comparison of Caundinn progress, similar to
the grand showing just sct forth, it is no wonder that the Houn.
James Young, in a speech delivered before the Nationnl Club
at Toronto, snid : It is possible that Canada might hava pro-
gressed still faster than this, and it is true that our frrming
and even our wanufacturing industries are suffering at present
from somewhat serious depression, but the foregoing statistics
clearly attest that not only have we no reason to despairof our
country, but it would be ditficult indeed to produce any other
country, which, when its populution was only 5,000,000, could
point back for twanty years to a better record of progress and
prosperity.”

In the face of such testimony as this, surely the pecple of
Canada have no real cause for despair.,

We harvested last year the largest and most valuable crop
that we have had for more than a decade and although its
beneticial effects have not been asimmediate as could huve been
desired, still it is bound to bring prosperity to our farmers
work for our artizans, freights for our railways and shippers of
every kind ; in fuct every wheel of commerce, whether agricul
tural or manufacturing, must sooner or later feel its benelicinl
effects,

Owners of half n continent ; with natural resources, which
are practically inexhaustible; with fresh water and deepsea
fisheries, which dwarf those of other countries; with fully two
thirds of the great wheat. producing zone of the north American
continent and all the necessary climatic conditions for bringing
this great staple cereal to its fullest perfection; with a hardy,
energetic and aelf reliant people ; surely, under Providence, it
depends very much upon ourselves, what our natiunal future
shall be.

If, instead of whining for something which cannot bo pur-
chased except at the price of national honor, we are animated
by a spirit of loyalty to our country and are ready tomake the
best of the opportunities within our reach, we have no reason
whatever to be dependent upon the favor- of any foreign
country, no matter how great or how prosperous it may be.

Canada is on thig continent to stay, and loyal and self res.
pecting Canadians should mnke it plain that no problematical
monetary gain will ever induce them to enter into reciprocal
arrangements with the United States upon terms which if once
consummated, would ultimately blot out our national existence
beyond recall.

I cannot conclude without a few words in reference to the
great loss Canadn has sustained since our last aunual mecting,
in the death of our late Premier, Sir John A. Macdonald
Although his mantle has fallen upon the shoulders of loved
and trusted colleagues, who are honestly and successfully
carrying on the great work which he inaugurated, and who

provincial,  What other statesmen in Canadn saw, like him,
that in order to kuit the Dominion together it was necessary to
unite our scatteved provinces by bonds of steel as well ns by
those of sentiment? Who, like him saw the necessity of pro-
viding that magnificent system of water ways by which the
products of our inland provinces could find a cheap and rapid
transport to the markets of the old world? And what other
saw afar off in Canada’s Nutional Protective Policy, n cure for
the depression of business, which had for so many years en-
veloped this country like & funercal palll  That Sir John A.
Macdonald had the prescience to see the necessity of these
great undertakings and the courage and audacity tocarry them
out, in order to create a nution out of the few scattered
provinces which were committed to his political guidance nearly
aquarter of a century ago, is now amatterof history. Althvugh
bronzes inuy be erected to his memory by the score, the best and
most Insting mewmorial he can have, will be the vast colonial
empire he has founded.  Like Sir Christopher Wren's, his best
epitaph would be the words, “If ye seck his monument, look
avround you” Heo wasa thorough Canadian to the core, and
British-Canadian at that, and whatever his faults, he possesse
the one great merit of having a most profound and abidng
faith in this country and its people,

Although in Sir John Macdonald’s death, Cannda has sus-
tained a severe loss, there is consolation in knowing that he was
not called awny until his life’s work had been practically ac-
complished.

The country is greater than any man however great he may
be, and the natiou still lives. Th~ugh much has been taken,
much abides. The architect is gone, but the building whose
foundations he laid so deep and broad still remnins, and others
have been raised up, who will help to carry on the work
towards completion, The sentiment which inspired faith in
Cannda ana loyalty to Great Britain are not buried in his
grave. It lives and blossoms in the hearts of his countrymen,

and the future will prove that it is still a wighty power in the
land.

SECRETARY'S REPORT.

Secretary Cassidey read the following report :

Mr. President and Gentlemen of the Canadian Manwfacturers'
Association,

Since the last annual meeting of this Association, which
was held on April 16th last, several events have occurred which
possess unusual interest to this Associnlion and to the country
at Iarge. It will be remembered that the dissolution of the
Dominion Parlinment, and an appenl to the people for a rutifi-

cation of whai the Government had been doing, eventuated in




