land of peace, yet, only give us a convenient
season, and we will breast even * the swell-
ings of Jordan,”

In our remaining remaiks, therefore, we
would be considered as endeavoring to prove
the utter improbability, both from the consti-
tution of the human mind, and from the les-
sons of human expeticence, that to any peirson
postponing the work of repentance to a more
eonvenient seison, such season should ever
eome. We are not about to dig for such an
une an early & ave, nor to introduce the con-
tingoney, that, suddenly and unlooked for,
may the lust foeman come.  But, on the con-
trary, even supposing him to have a speeial
indemnity aguiust both these evils: that in
his right hand, were a charter, securing to him
length of days, and, in his left, a promise that
he should die s gradually aud as slowly as
the sun when sinking into his *¢ golden rest;”
we still affirm that there is the highest human
probability that he never will repent, if he
systematically despise warnings and convie-
tions now. We all know that there are cer-
tain things which are inseparable from a siate
of reconciliation and acceptance with the Al-
mighty God; that there are tiuths to be
learned, enmities to be rooted up, habits to
be formed, dispositions to be cherished, and
that, till all this be done, we can neither die
happily, nor rise unhlameably.

Not, however, to amplify too largely on the
parts of the saintly life, let us confine our rea-
sonings to two obvious requisites : the ILLU-
MINATION of the mind, and the SaNCTIFICA-
TION of the heart; the way of holiness under-
stood, and the habit of holiness formed ; the
light which shows heaven o us, and the grace
which prepares us for heaven. Now, first,
what is the hope, that in old age, (the conve-
nient season for all procrastinators,) onr pow-
er of apprehending spiritual trath will be as
keen and vigorous as we should find it now ¥
‘That we do not select old age as the time for
learning the rudiments of a language. rLor
employ its impaired faculiies in acquiring new
principles of science, arises from the consci-
ousness that our powers of intriligence become
weakened as the frame with which it is uniwed
hecomes enfeebled or decayed.  We have rea-
son to helieve that the brain is the material
medium through which the mind acts: that
is, that certain altcred states of the material

substance are connected with certain altered l

states of the sentient n.ind ; and this appears
to be an ultimate fact of our nature, which,
from the waut of homogeneousness 1 the sub-
stances affected, we consider to be incapaile
of further analysis. Unexplained itself, how-
ever, this mystery may, perhaps, explain other
mysteries; it may explain wherefore aged
persons have such difficulty in receiving new
impressions, especially when, in order to
their reception, they ‘must displace others,
which they had admitted and cherished long
before: for it is at least possible, that the
substance, with which the thinking mind s

IN NOVA SCOTIA AND TUHE ADJOINING PROVINCES.

101

united, oheving the law of uther substances in
the human system, may acquire, by long
wrowth ftnd use, a settled habit or form, which
the impaired cuergy of old age renders it not
easy ta disturh,  Hencee, perhaps, in part, that
practical difficulty which mimisters ot the goa-
pel so constantly meet with, when called to
converse with an aged man, for the fivst time,
on the things which belong unto his peace.
They find that opimons, which have heen tha
growtn, perhaps, of an ordinary life, have en-
tirely puossessed themselves of his mind ; alikse
indisposing him either fur nalearning what is
false, or for acquiring a knowledge of that
which is true: so that, in however many
lights they may place the gospel-way of s1i-
vation, his mind does not readhily embrace ir,
hecause alrendy pre-engaged with some other
way. ‘The doctrine of u siuner’s aceeprance
threugh fuith in the blood of Cheist, is like a
new lunguage to hin; his understanding ap-
preciates not the necessity of such a doctrine ;
and, when taken in connection with that
changed state of his moral aftections required
by the gospel, his heart is unwitling to sub-
mit to it: so that, at every pause in our ex-
hertatiun 10 him to stay his soul on the Sa-
vior's righteousness, some expression falls
from his lips evincing a continued dependence
on his own,

But, brethren, if it be a hard thing merely
to instruct the hoary head in the way of
righteousness  if every year of Jelaved con-
version lessens our capucity even to compre-
hend God's method of pardoniag ard restor-
ing sinners 3 how immeasurably more difficubt
shall we find it to fulfil that other require-
ment of heaven, the saNcriricarioy of the
heart ! to plant, in this overrun and howling
waste, the seeds of that holiness, without
which no man shall see the Lord ! For in
order to this, we have not oniv 1o expel the
love of the world, to break the associated
chain of past enjuyments, to undo aii, as all
had never heen s but we have to form w new
habit in the soul, to make evervthing vield to
the pouner of a vew affection, and to bind
every disubedient and tiaitorous thonght in
sweet captivity to the will of God. But
would either reason or experience teach us
that this can be an ensy tash 2 Do we not
all know the moral force of habit? that mys-
terious suggestive faculty, whereby our ac-
tions, whether good or evil, reproduce and
perpetuate thewselves ; till, at lust, they be-
come as integral portions of our moral being,
and lord it over our souls with the tyranny of
a second nature. Indeed, to estimate, in
some degree, the difficulty of effecting areve-
lution such as that supposed by gospel-sanc-
tification, it is only needful to single out any
one from the prevalent habits and disposi-
tions of life, and 1o count the time and cost
of changing it for another, which should bu
opposite. Let the clenched hand of parsi-
mony learn to practise a liberal and enlarged
munificence; let the boaster of high degree



