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CORRESPONDENCE. [its old royal times. It is a curious pasition| [Te always wears a court-dress under full can-
' ithat the Uommissioner holds in the meetings onicals. A large table is placed before the
General Assembly of the Church of of the Assembly. Representing his royal, Moderator's chair, at which sit the clerks of
: Scotland. 3mistres;, he is present :0 l?ignif‘y the p(;géw the Church, two clergymen in canonicals,
— tion and countenance of the state afforded to the Procurator of the Church in gown and
A short account of this reverend court,{the Church, which, however it may be mis- wig, the law agent or solicitor of tb%o(‘hurcb,
supreme judicatory of our Church, may|represented by some people, acknowledges|in a gown, and also a few of the * leading
ob be uninteresting to most of our readers.no tewmporal head. Iais preseut but notinfmen' of the Assembly. Among the clerical
s powers are something like those of thelany way ussisting in the proceedings; observing' members are ministers of all ages, from the
pe of Lords—at onoe legislative and not interfering. The day of mecting is|venerable patriarch with his white hair thin-
dicial. It legislates abeolutely in all ushered in with a great ringing of bells, aud]ned by many years of care and toil, to the
ters purely spiritual. It possesses ab-'his Grace the Lord High Commissioner'stripling orduined six months since. It is
te power to order the clergy in all co-'holds his first levee, which is very numer-lan affecting sight to look at so many of
siastical matters ; and has the power toin-'onsly attended. The levee being over, the/these men whose faithful Jabors in their
t overy degres of punishment upon:Commissioner goes in state to attend di- simple spheres have mainly tended under
gymen, from censure or tewporary sus- vino service in the high Church of Edin-!the blessing of God, to keep Scotland in its
oon from duty, up to doposition from the,burgh. The procession is really an impo-'present position as a moral and religious
hoe of the holy ministry, aud deprivation sing one, the route taken being varied yeurfeoumry.
their benefices.  Also in any case wlnere'by year. Arrived at the High Church, his .
e people of a parish bring forward objec-Grace is received in great state, and is con-{ The Assembly being met, the Moderator
s to the minister presented by the'ducted to a throne erceted under a massive rises in his place, and begins its proceedings
on, the General Assembly decides in the'canopy, in the front of the gallery facing'with prayer. e then nddresses the Assem-
tinstance whether the objeations huve been'the pulpit. The front pews are occupicd by bly, thanks the members for their Lindoess.
poocted by sufficient evideuce, and whether!the wagistrates aud julges, and by some of during his term of office, and proposes some
ey are such as ought to prevent the induc-|the clerical officials of the Assembly. -The one for his successor in the chair. The
bt of the presentee to the living. service on this occasion is always conducted,cs-moderators at a meeting for the purposc,
The General Assembly consists of about!hy the Moderator of the previous Assembly."hnvc selected the iudividual proposed, and
e¢ hundred and sixty members, of whmn}‘\'hec this is concluded there s o great rushlthe Assembiy olmost iuvarinbiy agree
her more than two hundred arcclergymen.llo the Assewbly 1all, which is within three unanimously in their recommendation.—
isa rapresentative body, made up of lay and hundred yards; and every cormer of it is‘Having been elected, the new moderator,
prical delogates from the Presbyteries, uni-|speedily thronged. Itis first aspect is!(who wust be a Doctor of Divinity) is intro-
sitiesand royal burghs. Thedelegates fromextremely imposing.  Itis a gothic building, duced by the officials of the court, arrayed
b Presbytery are clected anoually, onewith a very handsome groined roof. Al in full court dress and canonicals. e takes
higter being sent for every five parishes,[the benches are of massive oak, and havc:the chair, and offers a short prayer for
1 oae lay elder for every two ministers.— |crimson cushions.  The placeailoited to the Divine guidsace in the deliberations upon
Presbyteries where ~the clergy like altar in England is occupicd by a dais, cleva- which the house is to enter. Then, having,
nding the Assemoly, each minister has!ted about six feet above the floor of the,first asked the permission of the Assembly,
us the opportunity of being a member of house, and enclosed by a massive railing of he turns to the Commissioner, und expresses
only once in five years; but the same lay'oak. In the centre of this platform stands the satisfaction of the court at his presence,
fiders, who are gencrally noblémen or gen-|the throne, surmounted by a canopy ofjthe affection of the Church to the throne,
emon of position, are sent every richly carved oak. In this thronc sits the &e. The Commissioner then briely ad-
tar. The representatives of the universities| Commissioner, his purse bearer on his right, dresses the Asscmbly expressing the attach-
nd burghs are also, for the most part, the|and his chaplain on his left, and surrounded ,ment of the monarch to the Church of
me year after year, Tho Queen is repre-|not only by pages, yeomen and heralds, but!Scotland, &e. All the members of th‘e
ented in the Assembly by a Hi b Comunis-|by anarray of the beauty, rank, and fashion of | Asscmbly stand d':xnng the Commissioner's
ner, almost always o Scotch  obleman.— |the neighborhood. Iwmediately in front of 1address, ar}d hikewise while a letter from the
be day before the meeting o 1he General|tho throne gallery, on a shghtly raised plat-|sovercizn is read, expressive of confidence in
sembly, he takes up his quarters at Holy-|{form stands the chair of the Moderator, who the Assemtgly’s wisdom,and dxsu_n§snn% it to its
bod, where he maiatains some faint ccho of 'sits with his back towards the Commissioner. business with a prayer for the divioe lessing.




