
TUE aIONT111-Y :IECORD OF' THE CIIURC1I OF SCOTLAND

maust ftmnt hc proclaiîned, crnbraced andt cde-
iended. The inner life of the Churcli, the
doctrine she tauglit, the food witiî whîicliehr
cilîdreti werc ta be i'cd, the graundwork ai lier
êtrengthî and stability-the Most essetitial and
vital ai ail thiugs.-niust first dlaim the atten-
tioni ai al true Ttetormers. A truc antd
tlîarangh %fornmatian, buwever, wbcn it se-
cutres tItis cssentiad elenient, catîtict liome rest
end be satisfiet. T1rtt taîtît always tissurn2
an outwvnrd forti. licginîiitg ina tho iinner
life, it must mnniiest itseli in the antter mati,
ini life and comuduect. The Clîurch, as a naci-
etv, niust ho governed, anîd it cannat bc gaov-
t4cned %vitlioaut Laws. It is a portion ai
,iratid, sa ta speak, tîtat lias been redeemed
frotta the worid, bitt unless it bc i'enceil anti
lic'd-ed framni nwndaîîe corruptions, the lino af
uion!iarkaz-tion %vill saoma disappea-. anid thec
Chitreli and the waî'ld beonie anc and the
-sanie. This wark ai hedgimîg anid femicing
was îvserved foir tic ordcrly anîd systeniatie
inid ai 'Melville. His calim, clear liead id
flrn» liaîîd rendered lut»n verv peculiariy adiit-
cd for tlie wark, anîd tliirty-two vears'lator, at
the Gieneral Asseunblv ai 1ô92, the miter
frnnîe-work ai the Clîurcb nîay be said to
have bec» canuîîeted. Tl'le eantests anîd
-truggles ai the periad are aînong the Most
interesting anîd important partions aof the Ec-
ciesiastical I-iistory ai Sootiancl.

It is difficuit ta draw a distinct and vivid
picture ai the Ciîurch ai Knox. Wc are apt~
ta make it citlier an exact copy ai the lKirk
of the prescRit, or else somnethimng utterliy atnd
entirclv difféerent atîd distinct. X'ct neithier
would be a correct or truthful pictotre. Thle
ondtines ai' bath wuuld itideed bo the saiune,
laut thet colouriîîg andc details verv difforent.
la l)ath niglît ho sen a sameness ai' form
anud af feature, yet it is the sameneis that mn>'
lie wvitnesscd la the foatures ai' the boy anti
th.e iull-growN% ma-n. la tue Clurcb af nax,
ne i-ay soc the Kirk, of the Present, but wo
Y-ee it anly itn germ, witii man>' ai its 1îeculiar-
ities uiîdeveloped, and its characteristies uti-
i'armned. When wc attempt,%~ tiîought, ta
throw ourselves back, three hundred ycarrs ini
hîistory, we fecl aurselves surraunded by men
anad thitîgs, strangel>' different frcm ofseai
the present. Strange Soldier-priesta attend
at the altar ai Religion. Fierce, mai!-clnd,
haughty Barons stride down the aies of' the
Churches, breaking thle saiemn stiUtîiess of the
haouse af Gadl, witlî the unhallowed clangour
ai' sword and battie-axe. Haggard, anxiouge,
crouclîing retaiters tbrang the lîûusc ai' pray-
or, siiawing littie ai' the quiçt decorum ai'
modern 'orshippers-now gazing 9 the
Preaciier, and now at their feudailord and
ever readv ta rush, at tbeir bidding, t» -" ding
down a Kirk,," or dospoil a monastry and
"ldrive the cowls adriit." The Proachers, too,
are very like tiacir hîearers-strotig, bald, mni-I
pctuous, tua mincers cf ivords, no cowards itn
strong measures.

We realize ibe differice hetween the Kirk

of' the Presont, and thc Kirk of 300 years ag,
by considcring a particular case. At t1L
timo, Knox was anc of the ministers ef S

iles', one aof the Churches of' Edinbiir2î
From its pulpit lio hurlcd his bitter tinvectiivý
against every phase of' sn, and partictlaj
againist that sin which hoe thought ltiinFe
' pccially calied upo'n ta denounice -the sin,
s,1laliitry, hy u hidi hoe always characterised ti
Mass. 'Noither Queen nir Nobles escip
his ieai'less rebuke. Hie spokie strong, rang11
pilain words, ami arousod that congrogation'
a stateofa glowing ezîtlusiasm, andr, ladre
olteni, af the wildest irenzy. Roy-alty fencr
hina, and stravo ta canciliate bt.'liw
liundred ye:trs htave passod, and Edinbrr
lins stillilber iniinisters aof religPion, andti
Giles' lier ixorthy represontativeofa the lir
ai the l>resetît. laI what respect cati wc ý,
thiat the inittisters ai the Kirk in the if
centurv resetublo thase ai the IGtli, an
wlicreii dIo tiiov diffor ? l)uring that perios
bhave %vo btecii g anti lias tihe chu.ti
been to'vards the liigltt'r and botter, or tb
contrary? Is the popular est iniate anid ail)
ion oif .ýhat coîstitutes the dluties, andi âÏl.
is thet truc sphiete and calling af the inint,,
of the Gospel, and te dutti es af tie Clii.
tian caitinity, the saine stili, asi
oid? If nat, Nviicli is the, truer, and Nuhih
tude ig-lier and better viow? Ta aîswi
such questions, wauld be ta write a vo
urne, and nut a brief sketch, ami the ai
swer wotl le rnudified by the itoculiar N ieo1ai biti wbu utîdertaak tînt task. The ardc
and extî'eme laver af the Past-he wha Fe
ini the dawn ao' the Refarmation the goide
tige af the Churcb, anîd iii. the days ofi lio
the enibadinient af Christian excellcncv an
higli honar and itîtegrity, Nwauld be likeiv
characterize the ininisters and peaple af t
Present as a degenerate race, The nian of
less canservativeè and more progressive e
-ho who bolieves that the %vorl4dl.ýS gx'o*vs
and botter as it graws a1dec, and tlîat t
rnovement of the Church anîd ai the warld
anwards ta higher tlîings and- better, ivcufl
ai course, strike the entire balance.in favor
the Present. One thiug, kawever, each,
candar, wudbe obLlleil ta UUdmit, that ù
han been d change, and a great ane.

Ca» Nve imagine the great and popail.
Preacher ai' the Refarniation. occupylig or
oi aur modern Puipits? Uow waulà h:
apîpearance anîd manner iaapxess the audiei
and suit the requirements of modern taste
Would Joahn Kniox, as a eansliate for anv
aur principial charges la Scatmnnd or Ameni
stand any chance af success against ane
the ordinary striplings, fresh froin the bati
of the Presbytery anîd the University?
certainly tlîiak not TMip carefully writte
essay, iîowever destitute. of~ vigour or fres
ness. would be likely ta carry. the day again
the ruder and more vigarous.eloquenee af
fierv reformer. Many w.ould think, that t
uns'horn Proacher was r.4tjpr e x.,ari


