I¥ NOVA 3COTIA AND THE ADJOINING PROVINCES.

There may be some of you who have too
much cause to think that the work of the
Lord has alreauy been forsaken by you. If
1t be 80, your case is indeed deplorable.  Your
guilt is aggravated ; your depravity is confim-
ed. It would have been * better for you not
to have known the way of righteousness, than
after you have known it, to turn from the ho-
Iy commandment.” Deplorable, however, as
your condition may thus be, we have no rea-

gon to say that it is beyond remedy. The
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our while ro do thy will, or court-thy favour;
we loved our sins 5o constantly, that we lived
altogether without thi¢ : in the world ?” De-
ceive not yourselves in snch a matter. An-
swer this question if you can, “ How shall we
escape if we neglect so greag salvation?” If
inconsistent professors of religion be charge-
able with thuch guilt, and exposed to much
danger, so alio are they who wilfully, habitu-
ally, and (if you like the word) consistently
despise religion. For woe be to those who,

way of escape still lies open. The dvor of | living in & Christian lund—a land of Bibles,
merey is not yet shut. We know not how it j and preachers, and ordinances~refuse to hear
was with Demas in this respect. is after | Him who speaks from heaven, and ¢ will nog
history hag not been transmitted to us; and | come unto Him that they may have life!”

we are unable to assertain whether he ever
recovered frsm hisrelapse.  But there is ane-
ther person mentioned in the next verse, of
whom we do know that eventually he was rs-
stored, although he had sinned after the same
example. That person was Mark, who is
spoken of in the Acts of the Apostles as one
of the campanions of Paul and Barnabas in
their mission. He, like Demas, forsook these
devoted men in a time of danger, and  went
no more with them to the work.” 8o culpa-
ble, indeed, was his temporary apostacy. that
even after he had been rescued from it, Paul
was unwilling to place much confidence in
him, and separated from Barnabas, rather
than consent to associate once more with them
in thetr labours one who had so shamefully
deserted them in the hour of trial.  Atlength,
however, by a course of consistent adherence
to the faith, Mark seems to have completely
regained the apostle’s confidence. And, ac-
cordingly, we find him spoken of in the con-

Repent ye, therefore, and be converted, that
so iniguity may not be your ruin, Receive
uot the grace of God in vain ; but seek Him
while He may be found, and call upon Him
while He is near.
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General Assembly of the Church of
Scotland.

Tue General Assembly of the Church of
. Scotland commenced its sittings on Thursday
| the 21st May at Edinburgh. In the morning
i the Lord High Commissioner (Lord Belha-
. ven) held a Levee in the Picture Gallery of
; Holyroud Putace, which was largely attended.
! Thereafter his Grace proceeded to St. Giles'
; Church, where a sermon having been preach-
; ed by the Rev. Dr. Bisset of Bourtie, the re-
{ tiring Moderator, from Rom. viii. 16, the
. Lord High Commissioner procceded to the

text as one whom Paul wished to have sent | Assembly Hall for the purpose of opening
tg l’nmz “ beca’:xse}?e was profitable to him for ; the 1‘\51;(:mbly.I Hde I\\‘as accumpéu}\ied to th((;
the ministry. Now, even as it was with , throne by the Lord Provosts of Glasgow an
ilark, fi? mﬁy it be with others who resemble ! Edinburgh.

im. The Lord is verv Merciful to all who | - COF A NEW :
choose to seek an interest in His merey. He | ELECTION OF A NEW MODERATOR.
still says, even to those who have most base-| The Assembly having been constituted by
ly and eriminally forsaken Him,  Return, ye ¢ prayer.
bncksigd}ng children, and I will heal your®@ Dr. Bisset, the retiring Moderatgr.. satd—
backsliding, and Jove you freely.” Fathers an(! brethren, b.efore quitting the

B;xt what if there should be some who can- | chair, to X‘hlch, ]b)’ the kmdllllt’sg 0{ the last
not be suid to have ever come to the Saviour | General Assembly. 1 was called. there is a
‘at all, or tod};lave been in any sense Ilis fol- | duty which by use and wont still deva(ivcs
owers or adherents® Such persons are cer-  upon me. I will not, however, proceed to
tainly free from the charge of being unstead- | that without first acknonledging, as 1 best
fast in the faith, inasmuch as they have hith- | can, the high henour conferred upon me, t}}e
erto shewn themselves to be only too stead- | uniform forbearance which I experienced in
fast and consistent in their unbelief. They , discharging the duty of my office according
:my even be ieady to hoast that they are no | to that ability with which God has favoured

ypacrits,—that no man is able to charge ; me, and, at the same time, the many_great
them with ineonsistency,—that they never | courtesies which, because of my office, I have
have practised, or promised more than they | experienced during the past year from all
havle wl?ed lgto eﬂ’ect:.h But can they seri- | ranks and ?gcré of mylb{)eth{en. 'I‘oh th:mlf?
ously take credit on such a score? Can they , my reverend fathers and brethren is heyon
suppose that the cordialily and consistency of | my power, I must therefore revert to the lan-
their ungodliness will excuse them for the guilt | guage of our great epic poet when he says,
of'it2 Will they dare to approach the awful |  The grateful heart by owing owes not but
:fg :; J;dg;l::n:,ka&d to plead the.re(,l “(;Lord, gayts hit alll.”t And now, rgvereud father; t::?g
0 ee, because, indeed, we | brethren, let me propose for your accep \
never sought thee; we never thought it worth | as my successor in office, 2 gentleman whe,



