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log:heritage as ta campel the learned chief justice, doubtless wvith
Èjj many tears, ta deciare that the verdict of the jury in the case in

wvhich the panygeric was uttered "was sa paipably against the
evidence " that a new trial had ta be granted. Poor "aid
buiwark "!

ev o further term when, in the same judgment, he gat off the

foiiaving salemn warning ta abey the law as it " stands an the
statute book." He says -" If w~e eut iaose frarn its restraints, we
expose aurseives ta the tempests of human passian and hurnan
prejudice, and, like a ship at sea without a rudder ar cornipass,
wili surely be dashed on somne af the mqny shoals which are
found ail along the voyage of life."

We seriously think af asking him ta take charge of aur staff af
~~ paets, which, we regret ta sav, is not aniy increasing in nuraber,

but becoming very iinmanageable.

I 4PRISONERS GIVING EVIDENCE ONý THEIR OWN BEHALF.-

i The Bill ta Amend the Law of Evidence in Criminal Cases, wvhich
has just been intraduced inta Parliament by Lard Herschell, pur-
parts ta remove fram aur criminal procedure the anomalaus rules
xvhich stili practicaiiy debar a prisaner, ar the wife or the h usband
af a prisoner, from giving evidence an his behaif. U nlike its con -

~~ temporaries in France and Gerniany, the cri minai law of England
î is essentially cantentious in character. A criminal trial is flot so

K much an investigation inistituted by the State and conducted by
a State officiai appointed ta inquire into and ascertain the guiltJ ~ or the innocence of a prisoner as a suit, xvith the prosecutor for
plaintiff, the accused for defendant, and the judge as a mnere officiai
arbiter charged with the duty of holding the balance between thern
and seeing that the issue is fairiy cantested. Hence it cornes ta

V pass that the judge has na independent inquisitorial pawers, and
the seal of silence is piaced on the lips of the prisoner, lest his

voice should contribute ta the proof of-his guilt, xvhich his accuser

ctrasthe benefit of thase rigid miles of evidence which, in civil
cueused ta exclude froin the witness-box nealy ail interested

testimany. Whether this isor isnot acomplete historicai expiana-
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