
whien lie revisited the islands in 189o lie fourni that a great ch.inuu had
occurred. The " bachielors " no longer la>' out iu areas distinct fromi
the breeding grounds, but in reduced numibers soughit the protection
affordeci hy the v'icinity of the breedilmg grounds, )o that it %%as no longer

possible to drive tie non-breeding, seals wilhout dîtuha e thei
brceding rookeries Tlhis great change hie attriliuti's to vrdnigand

over-killing of seals uipon the islands and to the op erationsof pelagie seualers,
acting concurrently. 'l'le relative importance of these causes of un-

doubted decline lu nuîîîbers, on the Pribiiov islands at least, hiave been

earnestly discussed in connection %vith the liering, Sea arbitraîtiun.

When driven inland for a short distance by the native,, the sezils
find theinselves upon the killing gyrounds.

Care niust he taket not to urge thieni above hialf a mîile ail hour

for overlîcating of the seal is very detrimienta-l to the fur. 'l'le fur
is tlîickest and finest lu texture during the third and fourtlî year ut' life.
Having, arrived at Uic slaughterung groulids, and aftur tic seals have
cooled off, the killing begins. A hundred to, a hunclred and fifty are

separated fromi the lierd and on a given signal the natives, ariîied %vithl
oaken bludgeons five to six feet long, rapidly club and kili the uinfor

tunate anuiais. They are tiien inîniiediately b)led and skinned. T'he
'vhole work is pcrfornîed in a remiarkably short tinie. 'l'lie average tinie

taken to skin a seal is only four minutes, îvhile ic besi meni can do it
even in a minute and a haîf. The skins are taken fromi tue field to the

sait lîouse, where sait is profusely spread on the flesti-side, and tlîey arc

l)iled up in the " kenches " or bins. After tvo or three wveeks they become
picklcd and ready for slîipment. MNost of tlie skiris g-o to L onidon,
Exîgland, for dressing and dyeing. 'l'lie nunîber of seals, nmale, feinale
and young, annually visiting these islands lias, fromi carefiil estinmates,
been found to exceed four millions.

By the iniddle of Septeniber the rookeries arc aIl broken up ; by the
end of October, or the beginning of Novenîber ail the fur-seals of mature

age have left the islands. Durung August tlîey slhed their coats.
As practically only prime skins are taken at the islands, the great

variation in seal-skin sacques is due niostly to the quality? of %work
whereby the fur ;vas treated and prepared for wvear. A l)rolerly dyed skin,


