
IlPhosplîoric acid, pota8h and nitrogen are the three constituents
*which above ail others muet be put back into the soil if we are to pre-
serve its fertility. Plants of certain orders require more of one or
,other of these than plants of other orders. Some souls are specially rich
or poor in one or more of the niateriais, and consequently in the
rational mode of application of fertilizers mucli intelligence and patience
must bcecxercised.

That the leaves of the apple trees draw a large anionnt of food
fromi the soul annually, bas been shown. This must Ucj refflaced in
ýexcess for the vigyourous gt'owth of the tree. The leaves of the tree
piy no unimportant, part-respiration and digestion arc thcir twvo chief
functions-which, if they do not perforn wveil, the trec rannof. live and
bring to perfection its fruit. Theref'ore, when we feed the leaves we
are indnrectly fceding the fruit.

The rcsults of this work seem to point in the direction of minerai
fertilizers, and speciaily of potash, aýs bcing- more particularly required
for the growvLh of the lbaves, and, therefore, for the vigorous develop-
ment of the tree, iincluding xin abundant ci-op of fruit.

A beavy dressing of wvood asiies (which may be procured in miany
parts of Canada at, a very lov price) or of kainit or other forai of potash
is, therefore, to be recornnîcnded for orchards.

TUe value of the beaves couiposted-a process to bc advised as more
-economical than burning-is also wvell estublislied by the data afforded
by this wvork."
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r'o the Couzc2* of the Ottawa Field Ntrlss'Club-
GEN-,TLE1E,-I have the honour to report thaz, as soon as pos,'ible

,Ater taking office as your librarian, 1 collected the books and periodicals
forming the library of the Club, as wveil -as tUe back numbera of the
ýClub publications, froiii those of my predecessors 'vho still had theni
in their keeping. Through the kindness of the Custodian of the
Ottawa Literary and Scentific Society, I have been able to find storage
room for these iii the lecture room cf the society. This bas enabled
me, to a certain extent, to classify and arrange 4tU cm, and to prepare in


