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SETTING THE MAD TO CURE TIIE MÀD.-At an asylum lu
Vienua (saya the Union 3fédicale qnoting fromn the Danube) a
novel metbod cf treatmeut has been adopted. The director bas
establisbed a litbograpbed journal for circulation lu the aaylum,
aud hoe inducea thie patients te coutribute te it. Especialiy bie
encourages them te retute the manias cf their commades. The
insu Who believes his nose to be mnade cf sugar caudy sud liable
te dissolve, hie says, can argue with excellent logic againat the
folly cf bis fieud'a theomy that hia beard is a tenider plant ànd
nleeds frequent watering. As a mule, they are able te discusa
With goed sense ai] subjects except those which. conceru their
peculiar delusicu.

STAINÇS FOR LEATHER.-T1ie follewing processes are recom-
mieuded by M. Reimanu. For a bine color: Dissolve 10 grammes
Of aniline bine and five grammes cf aizo or glue in 1,000 grammes
cf water. Brnsh the leather ever weil tbree times with thia so-
lution, allowing it te dry tboronghly between each opemation.
Finialiv poliah with yoke cf egg. For a lilac celer: Dissolve 10
grammýes cf tannin in a litre cf water, sud brush the liquid well
into the leather. Theu, immediately afterwards, brnsh it over
three times witb a solution cf 5, 10, or 20 grammes (according te
the depth cf celer required) cf violet niethyl iu a litre cf water,
Wash over withi pure water, sud finally polish by rubbing v<lgo-
rously with a preparation cf 10 grammes of isinglass, sud the
salue quautity of pure glycemine iu 100 grammes cf water.

PRESERVING THE YYE.-Surgery can juatly boast cf a new
Ceuiqucat. When au eye is severely wouuded the healtby eue la
ilu dlanger cf being impaired by "asympathy." To preserve the
good eye, it was hitherto the practice te emove the injured eue.Dr. Boucheren bas disccvered that by cutting the ciliary nerves
the " sympathy" la stopped, sud this dispenses with the ne-
cessity of removing the injured organ. Forty surgeous have thus
OPerated successfuily.

POLISHING HORN.-The surface must firat ho pmepared by
Scrapiusg with a steel scraper ;the poliah eau then be effected by
Ineans cf a bull' wheel, in the lathe, dressed with powdered brick
dust ; te produce a fine glosa use another buif with dry whiting.
Or the surface cati be made amooth by acrapin g with a pieceocf
glass, sud then mubbiug with saud paper, finally pelishing with
rotteni atone on a picce cf old cloth.

POLIS11 FOR WALNUT WOOD.-Mix With two parts cf good
alcholic sheilac varnish, one part cf boiled linseed oil, shako
Well, sud apply witli a pad fommed cf wooleu clotb. Rub the
fumniture briakly with a little cf the mixture until the pouash
appear@.

CARVIRG FRET WORK.
Bv TiiomAs STOPIIER.

Fret %york, bowever simple, is capable, with preper treatmout
sud preper tools, of receiving mucli iruiprevemeut. The iuost
elaborate aud weil attached patterns are susceptible cf receivioig
Borne cf the most beautiful sud life-like touches of tise carver's
art, especially iu tbe case cf bas-reliefs in bard wood. A tew re-
13narks frem my owu experience, sud from the leve of wood
camviug I havet«lways bad, may thmow a little more light sud in-
formation upen the art. Many persous have net the sligiitest
kucwîedge of bow tbe work la perfcrmed, believing, as i have
oftenl been toid, that it is ail doue with some kind cf kuives.
They caîl fret work carving; iu fact, almost guy kiud of acroli
werk, curved monîdinga, meulded panel work, composition st-
ingas, papier qitaché, etc., passes with ust people for carviug.
80eme years ago a Bumut Wood Carviusg Company set up sud suc-
Ceeded in a methed cf using iren meulda, heated sufficientiy te
humn away the weod te certain shapos, by this means reproducing
a great vaioty cf zood examples cf wood carviug. The work me-
qulired a littje cîeauiug up, sud great quantitios were fioated off
lu cabinets, mantol.îieces, etc., as genuine carving. The decep.
tien accu became ex pcsed, sud I believe the company bumuit their
fIugers sud colla n ed.

*Agentleman ecturing a short time ago upon Art Fumuiture,
Observed that " the country was literally fleoded with tens cf
rubbisb, a libel upon the very naime cf carved fumiture. Per-
hapa allewance ought te ho made fer a lack ef knowiedge lu this
respect, w0 have juat paaaed a peried of vemy excellently con-
'tmneted furniture. We canuot biame the manufacturer or the
Plirchaser se very mucb, for the vemy eason cf its cheapuesa. To
5e, roins grandiy furnisbed at haîf the ceat cf goed womk, sud
yet have ail the appearauce of gennine, la a tempting sud power-
fui inducemeut te purchase, huit theme is very little doubt the
time ivili come wvhen this false ecenomy will betray ita dwn
w0rthlessuîessq Imitation of old wouk, especially camving, bas

been and is carried on to almost a faultiess pitch, and as an exten-
sive desire exists to possess real old work a few practical miles will
assist to guide the purch'aser. If the hand is carefully pansed
over old work no npleasaut or sharp edges can be feit, but if
the wvork is imitation, staining must be resorted to te match the
color, the edges, with their receut sharp cut of the tool, can be
easily detected, for ail the most careful sand-papering cannot en-
tirely remove them. Burut wood carving and composition have
ne edges at al, sud there la a most entire absence of under-
cuttinuY There la no reason why old material. should net be
judicio'uï1y made up, guarding againat blending together the ex-
tremes of different styles of framing, moulding;,nd ornament. The
success of the undertaking, depends eutirely upon the knowledge
possessed by the manufacturer of difl'erent styles. The purchaser
ought aise to make this latter a question of study. *We are some-
times at fanît with regard to the age of buildings, furniture, etc.,
cwing to tastes for styles of work receding, just as we new occa-
sionally see highly oruameuted buildings deaigued and carved
ont by architects in fifteeuth, sixteenth and seventeenth century
work. Fashion has played a considerable part in the develop-
ment of a love for wood carving, sud scarceiy auy house of weli-
to-do persons would be cousidered fnrnished without its littie bits
of Swias or German carving, and vemy often these are quite the
lions of the drawing-moem, and visitors are most profoundly iu-
formed tbey were purchaaed by their informant himaelf on a Con-
tinental tour, with the additioual stereotyped information, as 1
have ofteu heard, that ail this kind of work is performed by
shepherds and boys aud girls, during the long winter evenings,
with pocket knives. I should like to see sorne of their charming
littie chamois executed by this meana.

Carvers are divided into varions classes in the trade, aud are
recognized as ship carvers, chair carvera, cabinet carvers, archi-
tectural carvers, carvers and gildera, and atone carvers. Carvers
and gilders may be said to be almost a misnomer, as meat of the
gilders of the present time know littie or nothing of carviug, nor
is it necessary for themn, as nearly the whole branch of their or-
namental art consista of prepared composition ; by this means
the costly sud elaborately carved picture-frames of haif a century
ago are superseded. I arn afraid this once busy and beantiful
branch of the carver'a trade can nover returiî ; the present ex-
cellent designsansd construction carry with them the groat Hem-
culean lé-ver of this ag"e-cheapuess. An impression exista in the
esterui couinties that moat of our old woodl carvingq in our
churches, old timbered bouses, furuiture, etc., waa imported from.
Belgium. It is probable the carvers themselves migrated heme
fromn that country and practised the art, and ne doubt a good
staff of native carvers socu began to piy the calliug, sud local
influences te have their effect upon the nature of their produc-
tions. The introduction of specimens of foliage peculiar to the
neightborhood is a well-kuown fact, and ses weed aud common
formas ini carvinga in our churchea along the coast are especially to
be noticedl, whilst iuland the foliage of forest trees was intro-
duced. Carvers, as a rule, stick to the effeet of trainiug. 1 think
1 mav assu une the rulo hias always held good, aud that we very
oarly possesaed a great deal of carvedl oruarnut pnrely English,
sud executed by Eugiish carvera. TIhe repetition of certain kinda
of ernament ail over the kingdomn leads me te imagine carvers
traveled from place te place to execute the work required te be
doue, as they (10 now, and after thé- manner of masons, who have
been diatinctly traced from building to building by their trade
marks. We find ail our tools of the present timo exactly fitting
the bld oruaments of bygone times.

IWili now oudeavor to give some account of the difficulties the
accomplished wood carver has to aurnount. Like aIl otlier ar-
tiatic pursuits the art must ho practiaedi with method. The ex-
perieuce that has been. brought te bear upor. it to bring it to its
present statc of perfection lias been handed down fromi timie im-
inemorial. It takes a carver's lifetime to become acqnainted with
ail the trickery adopted by the trado, sud to attain a knowledge
of ail the varions styles of ornament la simply impossible during
the lifo timeocf a carver. Men become acquainted witb a certain
style, become attached te it ; the result is comparative perfection,
probably, in that style, with a very iimitod or imperfoct know-
ledge of any other, sud an the carver ends his daya. Grecian,
Composite* Italian, Renaissance, French, Jacobean, Rococco,
Gothie, Elizabethan, Queen Aune, aud Victorian, comprehend
ne amaîl field of atudy. Some men delight lu the slow tedious
execution of minaturo works ; others in the boldor fiighta cf
scnlptured figures-historical, scriptural, pottical, or otherwiae
others iu the graceful fiow of toliag.', animai.s, birda, etc., cein-
bining probably portions of the whoie range cf the wood carver'a
art. A comparison between tîjis, the highiest walk cf the artiat
wood carver, and the lowly efforts cf the amateur fret work
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