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have made a coniplete druin corpse of bimself.In the case of Mforgan v. B3oys, the testatordevjs;ed1 his property to a stranger, wholly dis-inhcriting the heir or next of kmn and directed
that bis executors should etcause some partsof his bowels to be converted into fiddle-strings, that others should be sublimed irito
boysmll sat, and that the remainder of his

bd oudbe vetrified into lenses, for opticalpurposes"1 In a letter attached to his willthe testator said: "The world nîay think thisto be done in a spirit of singularity or whini,but I have a mortal aversion to funeral pomfp,and I wish Mv body to be converted into pur-posOs useful to mankirid"' The testator waSsbown to have conducted bis affairs with great.shrewdness and ability, and, so far from beingîxpbecile, hie bad always been regc5arded by bisassociates tbrough life as.a person of indispu-tablei capacity. Sir Hlerbîert Jenner Fust re-garded the proof as flot sufficient to establisbinsarnty, it armotinting to flothn moetaeccentricity, in bis j udgment bindme thaneldfrom whose worlç on wills I1 quoteè tbis case,remarlis on it: " This must be regarded as aMost charitable view of the testator's mentalcapacity, and one whirh an American jurywould flot bc readily induced to adopt. Wedo flot ifl8i8t that the inere absurdity and ir-reverence of the mode of bestowinly bis oWflbody, as a sacrifice, to the interests0of scienceand art, in so bald and lawful a mode, ira8 tebe regarded as8 plenary evidence of mentalaberration. But we have no besitation in~sayrigtha ajury would be li/cely always tOregatrd it in this ligit, in the case of an uflnatural or unofricious' testamenlt. .nd wC8are flot prepare(l to 8Say it should flot be ço."ffliat! that a jury should find against evi-dence ?) " The comnmon sense instincts of aj ury are very likýely to leaid themn right in casesof this character. The} man wbo bas no morerespect for bimselç or for Christian burial, thtinthis will iridicates, bas no just dlaimi to thbà
regard Or respect of others."1 With greatdeferernc for the leartied writer, I miust differfromn him. llow cari the law refuse to executea testator's wilI, go far as it is not unlawfulor abhorrent to rnorais or COftrary to publicpolicy, unless the testator be proved to havebeen of unsotund mnd ? Suppose, in additiont() 1droof or bis dlear intellect, the objects ofbis bounty %vere uniobjectioîîable or praise-wvortliy; suppose lie sbould bequeath bisestaite'to the A merican Bible Society, for ifl-tance ; shall we defeat bis wvihl because healogives bis hoties to the New York Medical(leg? Rtefuse to execute that portion ofbiA wil, erbaps, as against good morals andpublie pohicy, but don't pluck up the wbeatwitb the tares. The disposition of tbis testa-tor's remains was undoubtedly repugnant tOMlefl's tifler feelings, but I must confess I seeflothing improper in a great scientific man, likeAgassiz, for exarbpte, bequeatbing bis skeletonto a university wbich he bas done mucb toadorn. If he should die at sea it would be aMueli more sensible use~ of bis bories than to

give them to the fishies, althoug-h the latterIniglht well consider such an event of poetic
Justice on one wbo bas reduced so many of
their tribe to skeletonis.

Wben a mari comes to me to bave bis willdrawn, and proposes to make bis bourity to
bis wife dependent on ber " remaining bis
Wridow," I always feel an ardent desire to kick
Or otherwise evilly entreat that man. I arn
generally able to convert slicb a beathen. If Ifail, îny omission to act on my aforesaid mus-eular impulse is wbolly owing, to the restrain-
in)g power of divine grace. A good tbing for
Sucb meni to remember is the golden rule:
etWbatsoever ye would that others sbould dounto you, do ye even so unto tbem." Wouldthey like to bave their rich wives leave such
veills bebirid them ? n[h welkin would ring
Weith their bowls. Tbat meni crn po ont o'f
lire leaving such testamentary directions is an
evidence oôf tbeir desire to perpetuate their

.lealouisv, as wcll as tbeir meinory and wealtb.
of s uch it cannot be said,

"The -ood men. do, lives after tberni;
The %ad is oft'interred îvitb thecir bon as."P

Perbaps, quite probably, tbe very money so
91r11dgingîy bestowed camie fromn tbe wife; in-deed, it , mav bave been given ber by a formerhusband ; or tbe wife may bave earned it in
teaching music or keeping a boarding bouse,
and weekly banded it over to a înean-spirited
ivretcb of a busband, wbo neyer did an bonest
hour's work iri bis life, but baving lived on bis
iVife ail bis days, is bound that no other marn
8hahi ever bave the lilke temptation. I bave
Ilotieed that sucb men generally contrive to
get their wives to sigr, off ali their dower rigbtIn tbeir îire-time. So there is no inducemerit
left for the poor ereatures to bc extravagant.
Soin. communities have bad the good serise
and magnanimity to declare sucb devises void,
as being ia restraint of marriage, but New
'York bas not arrived at that pitch of moralelevation yet. Our state lias been the pioneeT
in ail other refornis coacerning tbe rights of'T'arried women, and noîv wives among us en-
Joy pecuniary privileges in a larger degree thanin any otber state, I believe, anid in a larger
degree than their busbands. Wby then do
Wee yet retain this beathcnisb concession to
the jealousy of bateful husbands ? TIn a co£a-
Mfunity wbere the rigbt of a wife te hold-sepa-
Rte proporty is flotorecognized, there might

/be some pretext for sarietioning tbe pri-ctice,On the backneyed argument tbat a second bus-
band migbt waste the savings of the first; butyvhere she is constituted equal to ber busband
ini respect to rigbts of property, this reasoning
f4il5 . Wbat rigbt bas ariy mari to adjudge
that bis widow shall not marry again, or infict
a Pecuniary penalty on ber se doing ? AIl the
Pious expressions that the language is capable
0f, cannot cover up the wickedriess of such a,provision. It is really blasphemous toirivoke.
the. name or God iri favor of such a teatament.
God does flot bless jealousy, envy, batred, en-
forced celibacy. Tbe spirit of such testamen.


