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collectigon of lettrs, ini nuiwber n-laxy lhundredi, accordiiîg Io tilt
historian Greeni, "clisplays a luency ainjd vivazity as, weli as a

s'.>amrinatiical correctness; \vhichi %vould have beeni impossible in
famiiliar letters a feu, years beo.-oe." Tlîey mark an epocli in thec
history of Enl&l ic uras showincr it lhad ceased Ieingw the
exclusive 1 ssinof Lhuiirelhnieni and nobles, andci ad bcgrn to
appeal to Ille conmc'n people. But moreover tb.er give us faitlîtïil
accounts of 1 hu political, social, and relig-ieuis life att1 lie timne, w~hicli

show their aiitlîorshAip to huive been uîîidoubtodly Callholic.
'Fie introduction of HIe printing p'ress about this lime wa

circii>anciie of great importance anid of vast conscquences. Thle
eXaniple of WVilliami Caxton, the first Eng-lishi 1 rinter, was quiclzly
followed ;îndC a wondcert7l1 imlpel us ilhcreby given to wriiing. Thu',
for nearly a century before Ilhe acivent of ic Rcomr \,t1  vorks
of Catholic authors, Frenchi and Italian as wel sEgih w'ere
widely circulateci thro igIou1t England, and the first stelp %,as talzei
towards thiat literary- revival which \\-as -,o attain its g eatest
hieight durimg the hiugustaii Age.

Tiîeearly part ol hIe siNteetth century producecl thenanieof one
illustrions alike ini the field of literature and of* politics, of one beati-
fied for f--itlhfuliiess to the truc religion "' even unto et"Sr
Thomas More. More is one oUf the fathers of» Englislh pi-ose,hi
\vritings being certainly the earliest specimens, of dignificd Enlll-ishi
outside thc doinain of poetry. I-is - Utopia," written ini Latin,
lias been justly celcbrated for tic 1nasICrlý iannier mn \vhlicl Ilhe
:iuthor trcated aIl mnanner of questions, eviiîcîngý, Ille miost ad
nîirable foretlouglt and %visclom. 'lhle 4'Life of in Richard
M [." is the first hisitry worthy the naine, of mAhiclî our literatu r.?

cari hoast, adis rcnîarkable ab well for- iLs purimy and clearness
o, style as for iLs wcigl. andl autlîority. Bes-idesq these two great
wvorks Sir Thomas %vrote several religious books wiliclh %ould
atte!,t luis excnuilarv picty anîd firni adhcerence Io the Catthoiic
Churchi, even if lie hiad not becsn called upon for iliat 4'st gyreai
act, Ilhe sacrifice of hli, liUe. Amîîo!g UIl .authlors oU the pe Iodis
influence on the l;inguage~ isý only less ilian ihiat of Chaucer, for- by
refining, and improving igt lie prepared thie wav l'or UIl groat naLr
tllat followcLl. A truc nil of the cross, hi,, iiane %vil] live foi
ever in fthe liearts of hiis comitrynicni, paîcl ili ose of Ili.-
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