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tlie E ngii of the Pl'ae wvere alivays feiv in comiparison withi
the natives, and lucres>' had been adopted by only a sni-all body."
To staip, it out 1'the sentence of the bishiop, tie decrce of cxcomi-
muitnication pronounced fronu the foot of tlue altar, was ail that %vas
reqttiredl." Thus it is Erin's glorý tuever to have produced an
hieresiarcli. Cali the sanie be said oi* anv other nation ? At an
early period the eastern countries were ravaged by lueresies.
1'ersia, Asia l'linlor, Syria, Africa, 'vere ail i u ccession invaded
by frighltful hieresies wvhiclh %vere soon-too Soon, alas ! to nuiake
such rapid strides in the counitries of Western Europe. France,
fromi the year 11z4 S to 122S wals the stronghold of hIe Albigenses,
a sect s0 poverftil and so vigorous iluat Pope Innocent 111.
enjoined upon the fatitliful to ta,,ke up arms [o crush it. The heresv
of Jansenius found iu France somle of its niost ardent suipporters.
Spain and Ital>'. Ille Nethierlands, Switzerland, Poland, history
tells us, at sonie trne or otlier fouri theziiseives ratv.tged by
lueretical teachiings, wilist hieresy becarnie the State religion of
Engiand, Sweden, Dennîark, and sorne provinces of Gerrnany.
Arn I ciairning too miuclu w~lien 1 assert dit Ircland's fidelit>' to, the
Catluolic Clîurcli is unparaiied in the iiistory of tue vorid ?

The Irishi race lias ever show:u a love of preference for the
Chiurchi. The priest lias ever lield first place iii the -affections of
Irishi people. As Faîhier 1 hébaud beautifuily says «I<frorn Ille first
prenching of Chiristianit>' anuong themn, ail earthly dignities bave
paled before hIe lieavenly lionors of thie priesthood." To have
their son a priest offering up the Hqoly Sacrifice of the Mass lias
ever been tue greatest iîappiness of Irisi. iiothers-a happiness
for xvhichi tlhev would refuse nuo sacrifice. And it was their best
son, thieir uwost grified. son, w-îoni thie> set apart for the service of
God. This sething of ilie Churchi's ciainis ahove thiose of tie State
is cliaracteristic of Ille race. Iii tlue ti'elftli century McMurrougu,

kîgof Leinster, vas e>zpeiied froi luis kingdonî b y bis stubjecis
whiose feelings of moralit>' llis scandalous elopernent iiad giarin-gi>
outraged. In the sixteenflh cenltury Henry VIII conferred patents
of uohiity on thue Inisl cliiefiains O'Neill. O'Donnell. O'Bria,
Burke and Fitxpittrick, anid bestowved upon theni lânds of ivilicli lie
liad. rolîbed thue Doirnunicau and Fraicican Friars iii Ireiauud. Now
calme Ille test of Irelaiud's Catlîolicit.v. Wluat %wotld slue çlo ? lier


