
ca2tus of the American deserts, the more arid regions produce a
leafless bush called the euphorbia.

Southi America possesses the most luxuriant vegetation in
the -world. The greater part of fixe continent is covered by a
dense and ahxxost impenetrable tropical forest. There are many
distinguishing characteristics-the great varieties of species, the
remarkable development of foliage, the brillianey of the blossoxus
and the great number of fiowering trees. Faims, banana trees,
tree ferns, fig trees, and mimosas abound, wvhi1e mahogany, rose-
Wood axxd the caoutchouc are numbered among the continent's
resources. Ti ie dry table-land of Brazil, the llanos, and the
pamipas, wvhi1e practically treele.,s, are, nevertlieless covcrcd with
tail luxuriant grasses.

The flora of Australia is indeed remarkable. It bears but
slighit resemblance to fie flora of any other continent, is less per-
fect and seems to be the romains of the vegetation of some earlier
age of tixis wvorId. The foliage is scanty and of sombre hues, the
leaves being, stiff and lustreless. The cucalyti and the casuarinas
or mai-ýrshi-oakçs supply the continent with timber. Acacia busies
are numnerous in fixe dry interior. The grass troc inhabits, fie
Australian deserts. The north coast resembles the Indian Archi-
peKiago in its flora, possessiug cabbage palms, nutmiegs and sandai-
Wood.

Let us noxv consider the fauna, of the different continents.
In consequence of the abundant vegetation of this continent,
hierbiverous animais are mucli more numnerous tixan carnivorous in
North Amierica. Rodents, mnany of theni acquatie, and water-
fowls are very nunierous. Tixere are nxany spocios of deer and of
bears. Tie punna is fixe Amnerican lion, dogs are indigonous in
the far northi, while turkeys and bisons are poculiar to this con-
tinent. Slieep and goats are found in fixe R.ockies.

The fauna of Europe possesses no distinguishing character-
isties and resemble thiat of North America. The wild boar is,
however, poculiar to Asia and Europe. As its f.ora, so, also, the
fauna, of Asia is remiarkable for fixe great number of useful
species it lias contributed to fixa world. Many of thiese species
have been dloxnesticated. Nortixeru Asia. bias cont.ributed the rein-
deer; Central Asia, the hiorso, fixe ass, fixe yak, tue goat, tixe sheep
and the two-humped caxiel; Soutliern Asia nourishes the m~ine,
tixe elephaxxt, the buffalo, the dromedary and tixe Syrian ox. The
Iighlest orders of anixuals liave been broughlt forth. in Tropical
Asia. H-ere -%e find tixe orangoutang, the elepîxant, the rhinoceros,
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