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showing the !my hope o see, with the progress of intelleotunl ! tors of muscums, colloctors, and studonts in

are ac ,culture, o struoturo ariso among us which may | all {mrta of tho United States. Many private
cessiblo for comparative study. Iore the in | bo n temploe of the revolations written in tho | colloctions of groat valus have beon accumula.
vestigation often learns that forms which wero ,materinl univorse, If this be so, our buildings , ted hore, almost entirely by the efforts of tho
¥ supposod, from their lack of resemblance, to  for such an cbject can never be too compre , individual owners, with but littlo expense and
‘reprosont difforent speoies, are cennected by a , hensive, for thoy are to embraco the infivite , less outsido assistance. Tho nchest of theso
regular gradation of eimilar forme aud ave real | work of Intinite Wisdom. They can nover o, have been in the hine of Indian relics, m which
ly the same., A largo sories is often nocessary , oo costly, so far as cost socures permanonce this state is romarkably rich, yot its wealth has
to onable the invos&gntor, who is studying new  and solidily, for thoy are to contnin tho most been Lut very imperfectly expiored; nisu ot
or raro forms of which perfect specimons are instructive documents of Ommipotence.””  The, fossils, nmnerals and plants,  Unfortunately
soldom soon, to dotermine the spacies, relation late Prof. Orton says: ‘' A cabinet unfolds tho , for the credit and welfare of our otate, some
of parts, size, shape, otc, of tho complete ani , great idea of God as it marched on to realiza of the most valuable colicctions fuund hero
_mall). One fragmont will supplement another,  tion. To the theologian, philosophor and stu | have gone to onrich eastern uscums on both

whon a largo sories of allied forms,
variations of life, habit and characters,

¥

plete animal.

Quoestions of practicalimportance are contin
ually arising in regard to one or another of na
ture's products whioh for lack of sufiiciont data
at home, have to be sent at considerable ex

* penge of time and money, to distant museums
*yor investigation. Because of this necessity
many facts of vast financial importanco are
never gained. Mon will not take the troublo'
> %0 send to a distance for knowledge whote val i
ue is not adequately comprehended on azcount |
.of its very distance. Dr. Dana, of St. Paul,
.says: ¢ It is utterly chimorical to think that
Western men can look to Eastern institutions
for higher education. The latter is the vital
function of every commonwealth, and can no
anore be transferred than its political responsi

. bilities. For the West to rely upon the East
ifor liberal education, would put her, according
“to Dr. Post, ‘in the attitude of France in rela
“tion to Paris; of vast and inert provinces feebly

".feeling the pulse of the distant and intellectual

. .capital’” 8o far as possible, each State should
.have 80 complete a museum that no student
. 'of nature would be compelled, for anythingbut
-the most exhaustive study of unique speci-

-.mens, to seek facilities for study in a distant

‘“college or museum, but could find at home col

ilootions which would attract studends of

“goienco, practical scientists, and unscieatific

‘“men needing scientific information, from every

‘quarter. A collection of specimens from Kan

8a8 was recently taken to Agassiz's museum, in

Cambridge, Mass.,, to be identified and classi

fied, for want of facilities at home. To the same

-place also were shipped, for a similar purpose,

gmaterials by the ton from the Kentucky Geolo-

zgical survey. Material of like character and
zamount is stored within the limits f Missouri,
szwith little knowledge of its value, from

Jack of facilities for determining it here. Uther
“Wmaterial from this State is now in the Archweo-
‘&logical Department of the Smitheonian Institu-
" Ztion, by request of authorities there, because of
‘¥the peculiar richness and value of the objects
“Fwhich this State affords. And this is by no
:4means the first time that scientific meterial '
from Missouri has been solicited for study in
" Washington, Po.ton and other favored cities of |
ihe East. “ot, uniortunately, vast supplies of |
. xall such maierial throughout the Stateare al |
“7£lowed to “lie here ungathered and waste upon
"gthe plains,” Much of this material is new to!

science, and is rich in suggestive questions that

schave never been answered, but which might,

. :and should be solved by her own citizens and |

.z#upon her own soil,

; Agcin, museums are of vast importance in
 giving us increased knowledge of God and his
works, as does the Bible. Nature, not less than
scripture, is a revelation from God. Each was
designed to supplement and complement the
other, Neither can be understeod in all its
fulleess without illuwination from the other.
Mr. Agassiz has said: “ Collections of natural
3% history present the plan and mind of Ged in
@, oreation.” “If I mistake not, the great object
3 of our museums should be to exhibit the whole |
& animal kingdom as a manifestation of the Su- |
. preme Intellcot. The time is passed whenmen |
g expressed their deepest convictions by won. |
¢ derful and beautiful religious edifices ; but itis

throwing new light in various ways, and ﬂms‘
furnish material for the restoration of tho com '
|

|
!
]

!
}

!
}

it is n vast repository of thoughts and  sides of the Atlantic. They should have been
suggestions to which the Aotor Library is no  kept hero and could have beon, hat they been
thing” Ina notice of the Ward Cabinets, we , proporly appreciated. With a full supply of
read. “ No one can enter this truly coamofogi ,home maternal, and suflicient assistanco
cal musoum without Lelioving that he has be | [;ro;iarixxg it for suentifio use, duplicates can
fore him, in one volume, Gad's narrative of  easily be exchanged for valuable watenal n
creation. For ho who classifies tho results of abundance from other collections from distant
those six days of labor by tho erection of a locatities represonting forms which are not to
comrlete repository of natural ohjoots in na  boefound here. Untilled applications tor specr-
tural order, is a translator of the Creator's mens from this locality, with tempting offors
thoughts.” A well selectod and arranged mu. , in exchange, are constantly tn pussession ot
seum presents to tho eye, in physical formn and |, both professional and wwmateur collectors here.
in minuter detal, the panoramic view of cre-  Systeuaatic collections and cabinets, laveled
ation which Moses expressed in words. Inone and ar.anged with care, are always to bo pur.
of his talks to his students, at Penikese, Mr.  chased for ¢ reasonable sum. Theso range n
Agnssiz said: “ The atudy of naturo is direct  price from that of Ward's muguiicent colleo
interceurse with the Highest Mind. It is un | tion of casts, representing most of the extinct
worthy an_ intellecct bemng to trille with the animals and plants that have whabited the
works of the Creator. A Iaboratory of natural  earth, costing thousands of dollars, to choice
bistory is a sanctuary, in which nothing impro  cabinets of birds at a cost of fifty to three hun.
por should be exhibited. [iould tolerate im- , dred dollars, even to fine suites of sheils, mm.
proprieties in a church sooner than in & scien- 'erals plants, eto., for a dollar or more. Ix-
tific laboratory.” jpedifions can also be fitted out at & moderate

Since nature is another revelation from God, | expense which will rapidiy wcrease the mn
why should not facilities for studying her in | terial needed.
good museums be as worthy an object of Chris |  Friends of such a museum and of science
tian liberality and the use of consecratod funds | can readily be mduced to present collections
as the erection of churches and the distribution , of large or small amount, obtamed by purchase
of Bibles? Christ commonly impressed his or otherwise. This will vastly augment the
truths by illustrations from some phenomena , plessure and profit they derive from the ma.
of nature. And religious teachers would do,seum, and their pride and intervest in 1t, as
well to pattern after their exalted Model and .5 facilities for contributing to the pleasure
know better for increased power in their work. | and profit of the community at large. It 1e n-
The time is doubtless not far distant wben  teresting to see how contageous is the spint
theological seminaries, as we.. as colleges and aud practice »f contributiog to a good cause,
universities, will be reyuired, by the demands, Uae can easil, nrovoke others to good works.
of the times, tc have collections specially , And the possession of a considerablenucteus 1s
adapted to teach the order of creation and to,almost sure to attract donations wn greater
illustrate the vast number of scientilic allusions , number, illustrating the dootrine of Scripture
in tho Bibte, and also to have competent pro . —and of human nature as well—that *to him
fessors who are especially qualified to bring out |, that hath shall be given,” and demonstrating
in full relief the scientific phasesof Bible truths | the trite maxim that * nothing succeeds hke
and the Scripture pheases of scientific truths. | success."— Kansas Review,

In a Missouri publication, it is not inappro-
priate that this aruocle should have somewhat,

dent,

yof local application. The State of Missours, , LONDON TIMES ON WEATHER FORECASTS,

the geographical centre of the Union, than
which no State has been endowed by nature
with vsll)ster ax:ld more varied t];tgres oi;] a?imal, ibe
vegetable and mineral wealth; with fertile . . .
fields of science nipe for the harvest in all the , the multitudes of people who fud it dufficuit to talk
adjoining States, with ready access to the ‘ubout aaything else. The subject w, w reality, ous
Rocky Mountaias regions containing tho rich , uf gresil natwnal tmportsnce , of far mor: suportance
ost stores of scientific material in the world, than mnany others which occupy the tune and tho
to the Mexican Gulf rich in recent animal life,  thoughts of the public: aud it is only neglected on
and to Te.\u(si equally rich mhremums of anciont 'account of the obscurity behind which the causes ot
life ; and midway between the two great oceans ; S ¢ -
that wash our shores, is puculiarly favorable for 'wcather hangus Lave been ln'luwl'tu coiswealed, and of
the seat of a large museum. There is no ap- the consequent apparent fatility of discnssing them,
parent good reason why in Missouri mey not be , If any scientilic 1nvestigatson could briug the subjecs
accufl.x'lul]atEd soliqdi:{?is; in ?;l lﬂtles ohf'pl?pu}iml.i Iof weather changes withun the regton of actaal know.
practical, and scientific interest, which sha N :
afford eviary desirable facility for improvement, .lpdgc’ 80 that r"ns.onommp forecast might bo “fmh
instruction aud onginal research, be a credit ,""R*°TRiDg thew, it would at once Lacome manifest
to friends and a source of profit to our citizens, 'thnt searuly any other sabject could wio with them
an honor to the State, and a valualle contribu- yin antversality of intorest. The power of foresceing
tion to the advancement of science every- the weather of tho next few days would do much,
where. . ) lthe power of foresecing the weather of the next sca
That the formation of such cotlections, both ig,n would do almost everything, to tako away from
living, in zoological and botanical gardens, und . . or s .
dry, in cabinets and cases, 18 practicable 1s ‘agnculturo the uncertainty which is now its greates
’ . )
capable of easy demonstration. Ashas already Ihmdmnw , aud a bad Larvest scason wouid then oo
longer, as at present, eutal upon the naton a loss

been intimated, this Siate abounds ia speci-
mens which are prized and solicited by cura- Iwhjch must be estimated by millions,

The weather 13 by no means a subject which should
regarded merely as a matter of conversation for



