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Speaking of the B.C. Ex. Co., the Express
Gazette says, the present company was cstab-
lished in 1864 and from that date to 1871 was
known as ‘*Barnard's Cariboo Express."
The headquarters for the stages from 1871 to
1884 were at Yale, at that time the head of
navigation on the Fraser river for steamers
from Victoria. Reconstruction of a bridge
across the Thompson river at Ashcroft being
completed in 1886, it was selected as a desir-
able point for stage headquarters. In 1871
the name was changed to the ‘* British Col-
umbia Express Company.” It is probably
the oldest and longest stage line in operation
on the continent of North America. The en-
tire distance of the road is 28714 miles, or 575
miles for the round trip from Ashcroft to Bar-
kerville and back. The stage line requires
80 head of horses to operate it, and 50 rigs;
seven or eight drivers are required to meet
the traffic demands. The record time on the
trip was made a year or two ago by a mem-

ber of the Provincial Government then in
power, who, with special stages and drivers,
made the round trip and back in 74 hours’
actual travelling, In this time 5735 miles were
covered, and the record has never yet been
beaten. The company runs a number of
branch stage lines also, such as the Lillooet,
Ashcroft Road, the Dog Creek, and other
lines upon which a regular stage lire is oper-
ated. Only H.M. mails, passengers and ex-
press freight are carried by the B.C. Express
Company.
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Telegraph and Cable Matters.

The Commercial Cable Co. has declared a
quarterly dividend of 29, payable in New
York Oct. 1.

The cost of operating the British telegraph
service for 1902-3 was £4,317,371. This was
£593,506 more than the receipts. If interest

on the £10,867,644 spent in acquiring the
service was added, the deficit would be £892,-
365,

The number of telegraph offices in Canada
on Aug. 1 was stated to be 2,608, distribut-
ed as follows :  British Columbia, 109; Mani-
toba, 167; New Brunswick, 129; Northwest
Territories, 112; Nova Scotia, 184; Ontario,
1,211; Quebec, 696.

A cable 3,000 fl. in length has been laid
between Brierisland and Westport, N.S., and
gives telegraphic and telephonic connection
between the island and the mainland. The
shore connection is maintained over the West-
port and Digby telephone line.

The Western Union Telegraph Co. pro-
poses to operate a district messenger service
in connection with its lines, and free call
boxes will be fitted up in offices, etc. The
service will be put in operation in connection
with the company’s office at Halifax, N.S.
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STEEL PEEGH & TﬂZER, ! THE PLACE VIGER
’ JOHN J. GARTSHORE
LIMITED, ' ) MONTREAL.
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¢ PHENIX "’ Loco. Spring Steel is the
accepted Standard in Canada.

SOLE AGENTS:
James Hutton & Co., Montreal.

(All Sections.)

Locomotives, Cars, Derricks,

Hoisting Machinery, etc.
Old Material Bought and Sold.

IMPERIAL BANK OF CANADA.

Capital authorized - - $4,000,000
Capital paid up - =« - 2,083,806
Rest e e = = = 32,636,312
DIRECTORS :
T. R. MEerrITT, President; D. R. WiLkig, Vice-

President; WM. Ramsav. RoBERT Jarrray, T. SUTH-
ERLAND STAYNER, Erias RoGers, WM. HENDRIE.

HEAD OFFICE, TORONTO.

D. R. WILKIE - - General Manager.
E. Hay - - . - Asst, General Manager.
W. MoFraT - - - Chief Inspector.

Branches in Quebao, Ontario, Manitoba, North-West
Territories and British Columbia

AGENTS.—London, Enrg., Lloyds Bank Limited; New York,
Bank of Montreal, Bank of the Manhattan Co., Bank of America.
8terling exchange bought and sold.
available in sng part of the world,
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THE RUSSELL

OTTAWA, ONTARIO.
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The Leading Motel of the
Capital of Canada

F. X. 8T. JACQUES - - . . proprietor

Viger Gardens, and is thoroughly up-to-date in all
its appointments, American tourists will find the
Place Viger a most delightful hotel home.

RATES: $3 UPWARDS.

Special arrangements with large parties and those
making prolonged stays. For further informaﬁo"“
address, Manager, Place Viger Hotel, Montreal.
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OUR SPECIALTIES

RAILROAD »

STEAMSHIP

PRINTING
LARGEST IN CANADA

Ghe Mail Job Printing

Company, Limited

75 York Street, Toront®

Phones, Main Richard Southsam®
B =130 - 1358 Manager




